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We welcome your feedback. Write to the Editor:
rotarynews @rosaonline.org;
rushbhagat@gmail.com.

Mail your project details,along with hi-res photos, to
rotarynewsmagazine @gmail.com.

Messages on your club/district projects, information and
links on zoom meetings/webinar should be sent only by
e-mail to the Editor at
rushbhagat@gmail.com or
rotarynewsmagazine @gmail.com.
WHATSAPP MESSAGES WILL NOT BE
ENTERTAINED.

Click on Rotary News Plus on our website
www.rotarynewsonline.org
to read about more Rotary projects.
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INSIGHT VACATIONS

lravel Again

TRAVEL IN STYLE

DISCOVER PREMIUM GUIDED TOURS

Reacdy to plan your next dream vacation?

Now more than ever, a guided tour is the ideal choice. Simply relax and
enjoy your vacation as your Travel Director brings the destination to life
and new Well-Being Director takes care of all health protocols.

BEST OF HIGHLIGHTS WONDERS
BRITAIN OF SPAIN OF TURKEY
9 Days 9 Days Il Days

Get the Royal Treatment During Experience the Art and Travel from Istanbul to
a 9-Day Guided Tour of England, Architecture of Spain During Golden Cappadociaonan 11-Day
Scotland & Wales a 9-Day Guided Tour Guided Tour

AS A ROTARY CLUB MEMBER, SAVE 10%*
ON ALL WORLDWIDE PREMIUM TOURS

To learn more, contact us at +91 9967552744 | harshali.darpel@ttc.com
or visitinsightvacations.com

*T&Cs apply.
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s, FIRST OF IT'S KIND IN THE WORLD !

W
il é‘ GUINNESS woéﬁb--asconn BREEiKING
Rec® WHEELCHAIR DANCE PERFORMANCES
BY DIFFERENTLY ABLED ARTISTS!
MIND-BLOWING DANCE SHOWS

WHICH INSTANTLY MOTIVATES
. AND TRANSFORMS YOUR LIFE.

Ability Unlimited shows have captivated audiences and won accolades across the Nation and in USA,
UK, Canada, ltaly, Muscat, UAE, Kuwait, Paris, Johannesburg, Moscow, Malaysia, Nepal, etc.

LiveStage  ABILITY UNLIMITED Virtual
Shows!!!. | Shows !!!

ANY OCCASIDN IS GOOD FDR OUR SHOWS

Founders Day, National and international conferences, Award Ceremonies, Motivational program for
employees, Concerts, Ceremonies, Entertainment Spectaculars, Traders and dealers Meet, Silver and
Golden Jubilee Celebrations, Product Launches, Fashion Shows, Inaugural/Launch of Company (National
and International), Product Promotions, Campaigns, weddings, family occasions and Tailor made shows for
all your needs and every occasion.

CONTACT FOR THE SHOWS
+91 9811340308, 9597167987 abilityunlimited@gmail.com http://abilityunlimited.com
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Rtn Ramesh Meher
District Governor

Rtn Shekhar Mehta
RI President

A virtual International marathon

The Rotary Club of Nasik Road and RI District 3030 hosted
the second edition of a virtual International marathon,
cyclothon and walkathon on November 14, 2021, to raise
funds to provide digital classrooms for children studying in
rural schools. The event saw 800 participants from almost
all states of India and many other countries as well. It was
planned in such a way that all the participants could walk,
cycle or run their chosen distance at any time on the scheduled
day wherever they were in the world, either individually or
in small groups maintaining the regulations in force for the
pandemic situation. This event was the brainchild of PP
Rtn Mahesh Salve, himself an avid runner and president Dr
Snehal Gangurde. A committee of Rotarians took care of the
planning and implementation. Many runners and cyclists’
associations throughout RI District 3030 supported the
event and helped to achieve the frequently raised targets for
participation. Social media was abuzz with the event details
and information for almost a month with all Rotary and non-
Rotary groups being flooded with appeals for registration,
videos of participating local icons and brand ambassadors,
district dignitaries including PDGs, DGEs, DGNs, AGs, etc.
The club’s Facebook page was also updated several times
a day with the latest news of the event and was liked by a
large number. Nearly 50 lakh persons were made aware of
the event making it a huge PR exercise for the club. IPP Dr
Amit Gangurde, past presidents Hemant Shidhaye, Vibha
Patil and Firdaus Kapadia contributed their efforts and time
to make this event a success. They were ably guided and
assisted by DG Ramesh Meher and President Enclave Chair
PP Sanjay Kalantri.

MPSES OF

A pathology lab inaugurated
by RC Malegaon Fort

Rotary Club of Malegaon Fort recently set up a pathological
laboratory at Shiv Lab. The lab, inaugurated by the municipal
corporation health officer Dr Sapana Thakre, will extend
40 per cent concession for its services for underprivileged
people. In her speech Dr Sapana stated that the Rotary club
has been significant with its welfare activities in Malegaon
Fort. Deputy Commissioner of Malegaon Municipal
Corporation Sachin Mahale presided over the event. He
too lauded the admirable work of Rotary Malegaon Fort on
its health and education activities and promised the support
of the corporation for the club’s welfare activities. Club
president Arun Pathade felicitated health officer Dr Sapana
and commissioner Mahale, pathologists Sagar Pawar and
Satyam Nikam with copies of the Bhagwad Gita. This
programme was anchored by Dr Narendra Thoke. Project
manager Kavita Kasliwal detailed the gathering about the
project and club secretary Nilesh Patil delivered the vote
of thanks. Club members Shashir Hire, Sarjerao Pawar,
Vijayalaxmi Ahire, Shippa Deshmukh, Sagar Lonari, Amit
Khare and RAC Malegaon Fort president Nilesh Pathade
and other Rotaractors were present at the event.




DISTRICT 3030

RC Nagpur Metro installs a multispecialty OPD

Rotary club of Nagpur Metro and the Central Neurological Medical Institute
(CNMI) have jointly started the ‘one of its kind’ project of free medical
consultancy for senior citizens above age 65. This project was inaugurated
on Dec 29, 2021 by orthopaedic surgeon Dr Sudhir Babhulkar. CNMI
founder and director Dr Shyam Babhulkar’s mother Pramilatai Babhulkar
(age 96 years) graced the occasion with her presence and blessed the project.
Under this project, neurology, orthopaedic, cardiology, ophthalmology,
dental, skin, ENT and homeopathy consultancies will be provided free
to senior citizens above 65 yrs on every Wednesday between 3 to 6 pm.
Specialised doctors will offer their services.

Club president Satish Dande welcomed Dr. Sudhir Babhulkar with a
floral bouquet. Mrs Seema Deshpande greeted Pramilatai Babhulkar; Rtn
Aashish Rewatkar welcomed Dr Shyam Babhulkar with a floral bouquet.
Dande briefed the audience about the project. Rtn Ramesh Borkute,
introduced the chief guest Dr Sudhir Babhulkar. Rtn Sandhya Dande
compered the programme.

Dr Sudhir Babhulkar appreciated the project and suggested the
organisers to extend it for more days in a week as per the response of senior
citizens. He also appealed to the doctors of the city to join this venture and
congratulated the organisers. Dr Shyam Babhulkar also congratulated the
club for the venture. Dilip Patne presented the vote of thanks.

AG Virendra Patrikar, Rotary Enclave Chair Kishor Rathi,
Dr Shirpurkar, Dr Akulwar, Dr Manohar Muddeshwar, Dr Adil
Chimthanwala, Dr Rashmi Babhulkar, Dr Sayali Bhave, Dr Kiran Saoji,
PP Mahesh Singh, Nishant Mishra (Secretary, Metro club), Ramesh
Borkute, Sukhadev Yeole, Gaidhane, Mahesh Mahale, Sanjay Thakre,
Girish Dhond, Devendra Verma, Brij Chandak and other club members
were present.

SERVE TO
CHANGE LIVES

LIVE LIFE.... GIVE LIFE

RC Jalgaon
Midtown
forms an RCC
at ZP School,
Domgaon

Rotary Club of Jalgaon Midtown formed a
Rotary Community Corps with students of
Domgaon ZP School, Pachora Jalgaon. The
club donated a water filter, two ceiling fans,
drawing books, crayons and pencils to the
needy students of the school. Mr Tayade,
Kendra Pramukh and village sarpanch
graced the programme. Dr Aparna Makasare
spoke on women’s empowerment and
Rotary’s role in leadership development.
Vishwas Thakur, head master of the school,
explained the challenges faced by the rural
students and presented the vote of thanks.
Club member Kishor Patil donated the water
filter to the school so that the studens and
staff will have access to clean drinking
water. Club president Dr Vivek Vadjikar,
honorary secretary Tariq Shaikh, Kishor
Patil and Dr Aparna Makasare took efforts
for the successful completion of project.

ADVT.
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STATEMENT ABOUT OWNERSHIP

Statement about ownership and other particulars about Rotary
Samachar to be published in the first issue of every year after
the last day of February

1.

Place of Publication

. Chennai - 600 008

2. Periodicity of its publication : Monthly
3. Printer’'s Name . PT Prabhakar
Nationality :Indian
Address 15, Sivasami Street
Mylapore
Chennai 600 004
4. Publisher’'s Name . PT Prabhakar
Nationality :Indian
Address . 15, Sivasami Street
Mylapore
Chennai 600 004
5. Editor's Name . Rasheeda Bhagat
Nationality : Indian
Address 25, Jayalakshmipuram
1t Street
Nungambakkam
Chennai - 600 034
6. Name and address of individual : Rotary News Trust
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Dugar Towers,
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more than one percent of the 34, Marshalls Road
total capital Egmore

Chennai - 600 008

I, PT Prabhakar, declare that the particulars given are true to

the best of my knowledge and belief.

Chennai - 600 008

1
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Membership Summary As on February 1, 2022

RI Rotary No of ‘Women Rotaract Interact

Rotary ~ ZHocg_zu

District Clubs Rotarians Rotarians (%) Clubs Clubs LB

2081 134 6,110 7.53 48 52 238

2082 76 3,447 7.19 47 98 73

3000 131 5,373 9.32 94 281 214

3011 116 4,489 26.38 73 118 36

3012 148 3,959 25.18 65 79 61

3020 78 4,735 7.29 32 166 350

3030 96 5,172 15.39 118 251 361

LioLuven 3040 09 2427 1376 55 81 196
3053 69 2,781 18.55 34 49 118

N E \/\/ 3054 166 6,938 20.60 104 179 563

3060 104 5,068 15.17 64 71 149

I—l O R | ZO N S 3070 119 3,196 15.24 47 37 59
3080 97 4,152 13.27 137 159 115

3090 90 2,273 5.63 42 73 123

3100 98 2,198 10.05 13 26 146

HOUSTON, TEXAS, USA 3110 139 3,771 11.93 14 17 106
4-8 JUNE 2022 3120 86 3,561 16.43 63 34 55

RepistEhEs diy at 3131 139 5,493 23.79 111 235 140
convention.rotary.org 3132 87 3,552 10.87 32 125 166
3141 113 6,263 27.06 141 186 102

3142 98 3,631 21.12 79 147 81

3150 110 4,145 13.15 82 143 118

3160 77 2,574 8.78 29 20 82

3170 139 6,292 15.02 85 243 169

3181 86 3,451 8.81 35 196 115

3182 85 3,444 9.64 42 127 104

3190 160 6,662 18.49 168 207 71

3201 154 6,044 9.53 116 96 71

3203 92 4,719 7.80 73 233 36

3204 61 2,078 6.64 21 27 13

3211 151 4,976 8.40 7 24 133

3212 130 4,855 11.51 76 204 153

Rotary at a glance 131 92 3481 8.04 29 81 419
3232 162 7,803 18.58 120 215 100

Rotary clubs 36,754 3240 101 3,512 15.86 62 405 218
3250 104 3,900 20.41 63 73 185

Rotaract clubs 10,934 3261 91 3,158 17.16 15 24 44
Interact clubs 17,067 3262 124 4,105 1430 il 2 18
3291 168 4,180 23.30 133 97 652

RCCs ;12,061 India Total 4,370 167,968 2,640 4,961 6,253
Rotary members : 1,191,822 5220 2 &l 15.68 88 =B »
3271 114 2,246 17.94 97 185 25

Rotaract members: 239,329 3272 157 1,831 17.31 70 22 47
Interact members : 392,541 281 303 I 17.60 273 150 20
3282 178 3,633 11.09 199 47 47

As on February 22, 2022 3292 152 5,962 17.28 171 132 128

S Asia Total 5,346 191,173 3,538 5,630 6,784

Source: RI South Asia Office



District Wise TRF Contributions as on January 2022

(in US Dollars)

District Annual PolioPlus Endowment Other Total EREY Donors EREY
Number Fund Fund Funds Contributions  (in numbers) %
India
2981 97,027 1,247 15,000 183,814 297,088 160 3.0
2982 33,195 5,633 1,500 3,449 43,777 149 4.6
3000 4,121 638 0 38,402 43,160 15 0.3
3011 9,452 6,428 0 151,796 167,676 22 0.5
3012 20,530 3,811 50,041 323,182 397,564 37 1.0
3020 63,102 8,868 30,596 4,620 107,186 177 4.2
3030 31,570 721 63,185 15,704 111,179 76 1.6
3040 34,258 270 0 21,361 55,890 8 0.3
3053 3,250 1,811 27 0 5,088 6 0.2
3054 4,814 2,766 0 205,254 212,834 17 0.2
3060 52,423 1,442 0 86,419 140,284 808 16.8
3070 20,665 27 0 27,601 48,293 92 3.0
3080 22,864 5,804 3,889 9,760 42,317 153 4.8
3090 25,347 0 29,000 0 54,347 129 6.2
3100 21,838 100 0 2,537 24,475 72 &9
3110 20,551 355 1,014 0 21,919 85 2.4
3120 59,189 1,000 0 0 60,189 143 4.2
3131 337,264 31,471 27,000 398,882 794,617 1,689 36.0
3132 25,116 1,978 5,000 11,400 43,495 47 14
3141 271,999 4,700 89,865 630,764 997,328 512 8.7
3142 263,593 3,481 8,145 35,839 311,058 617 18.2
3150 64,621 9,411 91,000 88,588 253,621 577 14.6
3160 91,558 4,423 17,264 0 113,244 40 1.7
3170 46,518 10,926 1,710 31,901 91,055 242 41
3181 27,388 4,639 203 0 32,229 154 47
3182 32,285 8,469 0 15,274 56,028 104 &3
3190 163,797 17,227 31,762 36,518 249,305 590 9.6
3201 72,934 58,672 0 239,093 370,699 348 6.1
3203 27,275 16,438 7,086 197,371 248,170 163 4.0
3204 20,967 4,623 0 1,036 26,626 28 14
3211 25,337 657 0 17,858 43,852 47 1.0
212 25,565 1,899 1,036 4,561 33,061 54 1.1
3231 15,114 9,620 0 2,851 27,586 143 4.2
3232 59,748 61,931 99,155 470,201 691,035 115 1.6
3240 83,459 12,292 0 75,237 170,988 309 9.5
3250 15,018 2,992 1,036 19,842 38,888 210 5.8
3261 5,683 983 300 146,447 153,413 14 0.5
3262 6,667 1,954 0 0 8,621 23 0.6
3291 81,182 2,137 11,171 16,584 111,074 216 5.7
India Total 2,287,284 311,843 585,982 3,514,147 6,699,255 8,391 5.4
3220 SriLanka 40,478 6,661 1,510 1,000 49,649 119 5.2
3271 Pakistan 6,240 3,431 0 17,755 27,425 9 0.5
3272  Pakistan 16,732 11,133 0 2,117 29,982 14 0.8
3281 Bangladesh 37,161 6,150 17,000 207,392 267,703 110 1.4
3282 Bangladesh 27,475 9,099 1,000 29,943 67,516 76 2.0
3292 Nepal 88,094 10,424 0 100,611 199,129 616 10.6
South Asia Total 2,503,464 358,740 605,492 3,872,965 7,340,660 9,335 5.2

Annual Fund (AF) includes SHARE, Areas of Focus, World Fund and Disaster Response.
Source: RI South Asia Office
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In the end,
it’s always

love

Sandhya Rao

When more than half the
boys in a PG Business
Communication class choose
the romance genre for a
reading-related assignment,
something’s on the happen.

e relate to these stories,
said one young man.
I feel like he’s telling

my story, said another. Easy read,
said a third. But there are also
layers, clarified a fourth, it’s not so
simple. And it flows with feelings,
said a young woman. Listen, I
love romance, said my friend, my
age. Unabashedly. And another
friend, my age, a feminist and
women’s studies professor who
has written several academic books
that escape my comprehension
entirely, has read practically every
single Mills&Boon in Raviraj
Lending Library, T Nagar, when

we were in college. And recently, a

highly erudite fellow book clubber
confessed to having a soft-soft
spot for romantic novels.
In her words: ‘Not many
people can reconcile to the
fact that people can read
serious creative stuff
along with historical
romance brain candy.’
At my students’
age I was more of
an Edgar Wallace,
Agatha Christie,
Georgette Heyer,
Zane QGrey,
Lobsang Rampa
fan. Chicklit has never been
my thing and I only read one
Chetan Bhagat out of curiosity
(although he’s justifiably popular
and has expanded his repertoire
considerably). I find it hard to
plough through lovey-dovey yarns
despite poring over my mother’s
copies of Women's Weekly’s short
stories at age 11-12. I have not felt
the urge to dip into Fifty Shades
of Grey by E L James, but in my
defence, I have read, with interest
in college, Lolita by Vladimir
Nabokov as also Lady Chatterley’s
Lover by DH Lawrence.
Given all this, you will
understand my
surprise at my
students’ choices.
However, what this
communicated was
that young people
today feel a great
need to be loved and
to love, to feel wanted
and needed and valued.
It’s another matter that
for many, this was the
first book in any language
they were reading — and
that, for a bookaholic like
myself, is puzzling in itself. This

month’s booklist, then, is a tribute
to my students, especially to those
who may — hopefully just may —
have come down with a case of
readingitis, however
mild.
Andaleeb
Wajid was my
first choice. I had
been fascinated by
the name, Andaleeb,
when I first saw her
short stories in the
Deccan Herald many
years ago. (The name
means nightingale,
apparently.) Then, a few
years ago, I chanced upon
More Than Just Biryani, and
enjoyed it. This Bangalore-based
writer has more than 25 books to
her credit, covering many genres.
Her favourite, she’s said in an
interview, is romance.

The two I picked were Twenty-
nine Going on Thirty and All
Drama No Queen, because they
are connected — except that I read
them in the wrong order because
they were delivered that way! Priya
stars in the first one, Fatima in the
second. While they are primarily

romances, there’s some
intrigue going on as well,
apart from a weaving in
of other complicated
relationships, not all to
do with love-shove.
Andaleeb Wajid
writes lucidly and
is clearly in touch
with the world as
we know it today.
Tragically, she lost
her husband and
mother-in-law to
the corona virus
last year. Writing for Scroll.
in about how writing is helping
her through these dark times, she



Young people today feel a
great need to be loved and
to love, to feel wanted and

needed and valued.

concludes: ‘As I scribble away in
my notebook to plan the next book,
I often look at my phone. The lock
screen has a photo of my husband:
a screenshot I took from a video of
him driving, where he kept looking
at me and making funny faces.

I look at the photo a hundred times
a day. Sometimes, I cry. Sometimes,
I wonder why this happened. I rail
at the unfairness of it all. And then,
I get back to work.’

Readers may have seen the
film, The Zoya Factor, featuring
the delectable Dulquer Salman.
Well, it’s based on a book by Anuja
Chauhan, widely regarded as being
among the best writers of popular
fiction in India today (move over,
whoever!). Her books are well
researched, racy,
pacy, and her
characters are,
well, characters
alright! In fact, it
would seem that
all her novels are
movie material. She
is often described as
one of the best writers
of chicklit, to which
an entry in Wikipedia
claims she responds
with: ‘Chicks are small,
brainless, powerless
creatures, bred to be eaten. I’m not
a chick and I don’t write for chicks.’

Among my favourite books
is her Battle for Bittora, a novel
that authentically explores the
dynamics of elections. Not
surprising, considering that
the Congress leader of long
standing, Margaret Alva, is
her mother-in-law. Anuja
Chauhan writes fearlessly
and vigorously, all the
drama, even melodrama,
in her writing never
pushing the romance
into the shadows.

For this month’s
column, I read The
Zoya Factor (far more
intriguing than the film) and Baaz
(totally gripping). What made
Baaz even more fascinating was
that the main action is set against
the backdrop of the creation of
Bangladesh in 1971. Coincidentally,
I’ve been watching Jo Bicchar
Gaye, a Pakistani serial about what
they refer to as ‘the fall of Dhaka’,
told from the (West) Pakistani
perspective. Seeing something
from different points of view is

an education, always interesting,
always insightful.

My friend who loves romance
unabashedly pushed me to

read Sonali Dev. This writer
is a Jane Austen fan, so
her books kind of pay
homage to that writer.
Some time ago, there was
something called the
Austen Project in which
some of Jane Austen’s
most famous novels
were re-imagined
by modern writers.
These included
Sense and
Sensibility by Joanna
Trollope, Northanger Abbey by Val
McDermid and Emma by Alexander
McCall Smith. I must admit I

was not a fan of this project, and
took my friend’s recco with some
reservation. Sonali Dev’s list of
published books is long, so I
went with the first
of a series about
the Rajes, an
immigrant family
living in San
Francisco: Pride,
Prejudice and Other
Flavours.
Once I started, I
couldn’t put it down!
I loved it and can’t wait
to read the next books
in the series, as well as
some of her other books.
The plot is engaging, the style is
riveting, the characters are well put
together, and best of all, the mileu is
multicultural. The description on the
back of the book says Sonali Dev
‘writes Bollywood-style love stories
that let her explore issues faced by
women around the world while still
indulging her faith in happily-ever-
afters’. In PPOF, the mom character
is a former Bollywood actor. For
Austen fans, here are the names of
the books in this series that follow:
Recipe for Persuasion, Incense and
Sensibility, The Emma Project...
Of course, these are just three
names in a long and growing list of
serious writers of romance. Which
only goes to prove that in the final
analysis, it doesn’t matter in whom
we trust, or whether we cover our
heads or not. We all want love.
Romance, yes, but also the warm
feeling that comes from feeling safe
and secure and wanted. It comes
from our world of family, friends
and other animals, and all that we
experience with them in all the
things we do.

The columnist is a children’s
writer and senior journalist
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