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We welcome your feedback.Write to the Editor:
rotarynews @rosaonline.org;
rushbhagat @gmail.com.

Mail your project details,along with hi-res photos, to
rotarynewsmagazine @gmail.com.

Messages on your club/district projects, information and
links on zoom meetings/webinar should be sent only by
e-mail to the Editor at
rushbhagat @gmail.com or
rotarynewsmagazine @gmail.com.
WHATSAPP MESSAGES WILL NOT BE
ENTERTAINED.

Click on Rotary News Plus on our website
www.rotarynewsonline.org
to read about more Rotary projects.
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INSIGHT VACATIONS

lravel Again

TRAVEL IN STYLE

DISCOVER PREMIUM GUIDED TOURS

Reacdy to plan your next dream vacation?

Now more than ever, a guided tour is the ideal choice. Simply relax and
enjoy your vacation as your Travel Director brings the destination to life
and new Well-Being Director takes care of all health protocols.

GLORIOUS GEMS OF FLAVOURS
SWITZERLAND BRITAIN OF EUROPE
8 Days 5 Days 9 Days

Experience the Glamour and See the Cultural Gems of England, European Flavor: Digest the
Glitz of Glorious Switzerland Scotland & Wales on a 5-Day Delights of Italy, France &
onan 8-Day Guided Tour Guided Tour Switzerland on a 9-Day Guided Tour

AS A ROTARY CLUB MEMBER, SAVE 10%*
ON ALL WORLDWIDE PREMIUM TOURS

To learn more, contact us at +91 9967552744 | harshali.darpel@ttc.com
or visitinsightvacations.com

*T&Cs apply.
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Rtn Ramesh Meher
District Governor

Rtn Shekhar Mehta
RI President

RCNYV’s EK Nayi Pehchaan - Singer
tailoring centre

RC Nagpur Vision embarked upon a landmark project of setting up
‘Ek Nayi Pehchaan’ Singer tailoring training centre at the Chitnavis
Wada, Mahal, Nagpur which was inaugurated on January 28, 2022.

Present during the inauguration were DG Ramesh Meher, Rupali
Kale, Director, Provincial Automobiles Co, Hrishikesh Dhanwatey
and Rahul Kale, Trustees of Chitnavis Trust, Shivraj Kale, Assistant
Governor Mahesh R Lahoti, PDGs Dr Satish Sule and Vishwas Sahas-
rabhojanee, RCNV president Vikram Naidu, his spouse Shalini Naidu,
club secretary Jaishree Chhabrani, Dr Jugalkishor Agrawal, director,
Vocational Service, Nidhi Gandhi, Nitya Agarwal, Amit Chandak,
Ajay Uplanchiwar, Madhumati Dhawad, Ritika Singhvi, Vivek Garge
Deoyani Shirkhedkar, Mrs Nirmala Mokadam, Nisha Thakur, S Puri,
Rotarians, spouses, staff of Chitnavis Trust, and the trainees (women
and girls) at the Ek Nayi Pehchaan Singer Tailoring Training Centre.

DG Meher said that the district will be opening 20 such centres
to train underprivileged women to ensure that they get a decent live-
lihood. Singer has trained over 3,400 women in the National Capital
region under its CSR activity. He also announced new projects like
smokeless chulla to benefit rural women.

Club president Naidu explained the modalities of the project and
the fundraising through CSR of Provincial Automobiles. Chitnavis
Trust has provided the
hall at Chitnavis Wada
and the staff to conduct
the training programme.
The Vocational Commit-
tee chair Nitya Agarwal
took care of the pro-
ject. Chairperson Nidhi
Gandhi conducted the
proceedings.

Paper plate making machine
donated by RC Nagpur South

Sweekar Ashiyana is an organisation for autistic
people. RC Nagpur South sponsored a paper plate
making machine which was handed over to the
home by DG Ramesh Meher. He appreciated the
club and said that motivational speeches will
be given by district trainers for parents of these
children.

AG Mahesh Lahoti called upon the club to
showcase this project as a branding exercise. The
programme was attended by club president Vivek
Garge, secretary Deoyani Shirkhedkar, PP Satish
Raipure, Rtn Ashok Marathe, service director Dr
Rajesh Ballal, treasurer Sanjay Dhawad, Anns
Dr Leena Ballal, Vanashree Garge and Mamta
Gourkhede.




DISTRICT

Gardens with open gyms
set up by RC Amalner

During the pandemic, these two projects
created awareness about health issues to
fight Covid. At the end of Rotary year
2020-21 (also end of second Covid wave), a
need for health awareness is seen among all
age groups. Installing open gym equipment
in gardens on the roadside in big cities has
been on the agenda for a long time. The plan
to develop a garden with separate play area
for children and an open gym was planned
duirng the last Rotary year by RC Amalner
led by then president Abhijeet Bhandarkar.
This year’s president Vrushabh Parakh and
his team finalised the financial aspects for
setting up such a facility at two places —
one at the Mangalgraha Temple and another
at the Rotary Garden Gaytri Colony.

The Mangalgraha Temple is one of the
only two temples in India for God Mangal,
a famous pilgrim spot where many worshi-
pers visit daily, especially on Tuesday. Fam-
ilies stay there for the whole day. Rotary
has developed a garden so that in spare
time, the devotees can enjoy the greenery
and also make use of the gym equipment
installed there. Over one lakh people visit

the temple in a week. On Tuesdays alone,
over 50,000 visit here. The Rotary garden
with gym equipment cost I4-5 lakh for the
club which also got a donor for this project.

The second project was for families liv-
ing in and around Gaytri Colony and Patil
Colony in the heart of Amalner. The garden
is being used by children, elderly men and
women and youngsters living in the neigh-
bourhood. Equipment costing ¥2-3 lakh
were installed and the residents too con-
tributed to the project. The maintanance is
taken care of by a committee formed by the
club and senior citizens from the colony.

Club president Parakh, secretary Pratik
Jain, IPP Abhijeet Bhandarkar, project
chairman Rohit Singhavi, Kirtikumar
Kothari and Rotarians supported the project
with generous contributions. The club has
plans to create such colony gardens with
gym equiment in the coming year.
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SERVE TO
CHANGE LIVES

Thalassaemia
patients adopted
by RC Jalgaon
Midtown

Thalassaemia is an inherited
blood disorder where there is
low production of red blood
cells and decreased oxygen
carrying capacity in circulation.
RC Jalgaon reached out to the
Red Cross Society as some of
the thalassaemia patients have
to undergo frequent blood
transfusion. Dr Vivek Vadjikar,
president, RC Jalgaon Midtown,
decided to extend help. Dr Usha
Sharma and Sunanda Deshmukh
contributed 311,000 to adopt the
patients. Dr Vadjikar delivered
a speech to create awareness
about thalassaemia so that
more people will come forward
to sponsor the treatment for
patients. Dr Aparna Makasare
was the project coordinator. The
NAT blood test was sponsored
for the patients.

ADVT.
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We want to put our resources
behind programmes that will
have the greatest impact and
that align with our areas

of focus.

We're creating tools and guidelines for tracking
and sharing our efforts. We're also developing
an evaluation process that will help us make
objective recommendations about what is
working and what we should continue, start,
or stop doing.

IMPACT  ~ REACH

The ROTARY ACTION PLAN

TAKING ACTION
FOR CHANGE

We’'re committed to
exemplifying and embracing
diversity, equity and inclusion
(DEI) in everything we do.
We're testing new products and alternative
models that will allow more people to connect

and take action with us in ways that work best
for them.or stop doing.



We are at a defining moment in Rotary’s history. At every level of Rotary, we have embraced

We're implementing our Action Plan, a strategic opportunities to work together to achieve our
roadmap that will help us better connect with goals. Over the coming four issues, you'll hear
each other, grow as an organisation, and more from Rotary members around the world who
effectively share our stories of how we are will offer their inspiration, encouragement and
making a difference in communities. guidance as we carry out the four priorities of

the Action Plan.

We're tearing down the walls We're streamlining operations
between “us” and “them” so we can be more agile and
and focusing on participants. responsive.

We'r.e_asking_pef)ple how they want to We're simplifying the way we do things
participate, finding ways to meet them and helping members manage change so

where they are, and making sure they
know we value them.

that our clubs, districts and zones can more
effectively communicate and work together.

Learn what your club can do at rotary.org/actionplan. ROta r’y @
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Membership Summary As on March 1, 2022

RI Rotary No of ‘Women Rotaract Interact

Rotary ~ ZHocg_zu

District Clubs Rotarians Rotarians (%) Clubs Clubs LB

2981 134 6,284 8.31 50 52 238

2982 76 3,462 7.16 47 98 73

3000 131 5,397 9.32 96 282 214

3011 117 4,647 26.73 74 118 36

3012 149 4,061 24.99 65 79 61

3020 79 4,949 7.52 33 166 350

3030 96 5,253 15.53 118 255 361

LioLU\VLEN 3040 105 2625 1387 55 81 196

3053 73 2,989 18.53 35 50 126

N E \/\/ 3054 171 7,224 20.72 105 182 563

3060 104 5,251 15.41 64 73 149

H O R | ZO N S 3070 120 3,353 15.81 47 39 59

3080 102 4,552 14.87 137 160 116

3090 92 2,368 5.95 43 82 123

3100 101 2,308 11.57 13 26 146

HOUSTON, TEXAS, USA 3110 139 3,809 12.21 14 18 106

4-8 JUNE 2022 3120 89 3,694 16.78 63 34 55

Register today at 3131 140 5,584 23.87 115 237 141

convention.rotary.org 3132 87 3,589 10.84 32 125 166

3141 113 6,300 27.14 141 187 102

3142 99 3,744 21.26 81 147 32

3150 110 4,447 13.51 102 143 118

3160 78 2,751 9.74 29 20 82

3170 139 6,490 15.59 90 245 170

3181 86 3,465 8.80 35 196 115

Visiting Chennai 3182 86 3,525 9.59 43 128 104

for business? 3190 161 6,844 19.18 175 210 71

Looking for a 3201 155 6,113 9.96 117 99 77

compact meeting hall? 3203 93 4,831 8.13 73 233 37

3204 61 2,120 7.36 21 27 13

3211 151 5,100 8.61 7 24 133

3212 130 4,940 11.82 76 204 153

3231 93 3,568 8.16 29 82 419

3232 165 8,075 18.40 121 216 100

3240 103 3,591 16.15 62 407 218

3250 104 3,915 20.54 63 73 185

3261 91 3,308 18.95 15 24 44

Use our air-conditioned Board 3262 124 4,152 14.38 73 83 128

Room with a seating capacity of 16 3291 163 4,256 23.87 133 97 659

persons at the office of the Rotary India Total 4,410 172,934 2,692 5,002 6,289

News Trust 3220 72 2.260 16.02 88 135 75

Tariff: 3271 113 2,268 17.86 97 185 25

2,500 for 2 hours 3272 157 1,853 17.59 70 22 47

35,000 for 4 hours 3281 304 7,492 17.39 274 151 209

31,000 for every additional hour 3282 181 3,733 11.04 201 48 47

Phone: 044 42145666 3292 153 6,004 17.34 173 132 128

e-mail: rotarynews @rosaonline.org S Asia Total 5,390 196,544 3,595 5,675 6,820
Source: RI South Asia Office




District Wise TRF Contributions as on February 2022

(in US Dollars)

District Annual PolioPlus Endowment Other Total EREY Donors EREY
Number Fund Fund Funds Contributions  (in numbers) %
India
2981 103,473 1,247 15,000 194,046 313,766 170 3.2
2982 33,610 5,633 1,500 3,449 44191 152 47
3000 5,481 1,688 0 41,276 48,445 15 0.3
3011 13,331 9,744 0 153,680 176,754 27 0.6
3012 21,580 3,837 50,041 446,735 522,193 39 1.1
3020 70,866 10,828 30,596 4,620 116,909 204 48
3030 52,176 821 63,185 15,704 131,886 94 2.0
3040 34,258 270 0 22,592 57,120 8 0.3
3053 4,250 1,811 27 100,000 106,088 7 0.3
3054 5,307 2,771 0 205,748 213,826 19 0.3
3060 68,949 4,621 0 149,218 222,787 1039 21.6
3070 26,455 27 0 27,601 54,083 122 3.9
3080 34,192 6,061 5,889 5,982 52,123 167 59}
3090 27,682 233 29,000 0 56,916 136 6.5
3100 21,838 100 0 2,537 24,475 73 &9
3110 24,191 355 1,014 500 26,059 95 2.7
3120 61,292 1,000 0 0 62,292 149 4.4
3131 354,714 33,492 27,000 506,758 921,964 1757 37.5
3132 27,033 2,488 5,000 12,029 46,550 49 1.5
3141 306,591 5,100 89,865 812,022 1,213,578 683 11.6
3142 290,641 4,015 9,201 70,379 374,236 700 20.7
3150 69,445 10,477 116,000 88,588 284,509 610 15.5
3160 94,934 4,473 17,264 0 116,671 46 1.9
3170 68,213 14,129 1,714 46,490 130,546 437 7.5
3181 35,846 4,703 203 0 40,752 207 6.3
3182 38,598 8,529 0 15,274 62,401 153 49
3190 202,712 24,763 30,411 38,518 296,404 1,126 18.3
3201 88,172 62,484 0 217,096 367,753 398 7.0
3203 40,924 16,438 7,086 231,845 296,292 167 4.1
3204 21,717 6,223 0 1,036 28,976 32 1.7
3211 29,427 657 0 17,958 48,042 54 1.2
212 37,208 2,353 1,036 4,561 45,158 61 1.2
3231 17,334 9,884 0 2,851 30,070 151 44
3232 63,188 70,641 111,009 634,654 879,493 125 1.7
3240 91,801 12,308 0 77,864 181,973 343 10.5
3250 19,154 3,509 1,036 19,432 43,131 298 8.2
3261 6,830 1,703 300 178,629 187,462 18 0.6
3262 6,973 1,954 0 0 8,927 23 0.6
3291 90,211 2,807 21,171 23,161 137,349 254 6.8
India Total 2,610,599 354,177 634,544 4,372,832 7,972,152 10,208 6.5
3220 SriLanka 52,334 6,973 2,010 1,000 62,316 127 5.6
3271 Pakistan 6,240 3,431 0 17,755 27,425 9 0.5
3272  Pakistan 16,857 11,158 0 2,117 30,132 14 0.8
3281 Bangladesh 37,761 13,837 26,118 232,126 309,843 111 1.4
3282 Bangladesh 31,675 11,238 1,000 35,940 79,853 86 2.3
3292 Nepal 106,389 11,248 0 104,711 222,348 654 11.2
South Asia Total 2,861,854 412,062 663,672 4,766,481 8,704,069 11,209 6.2

Annual Fund (AF) includes SHARE, Areas of Focus, World Fund and Disaster Response.

Source: RI South Asia Office
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Fifty
Years of
Bangladesh

Sandhya Rao

At a time when Russian
President Vladimir Putin
is trying to overwhelm
a neighbour with brute
force, here are some
perspectives on the
liberation of India’s
neighbour.

ecember 16 of last year
was a milestone in the
history of Bangladesh.

This was the day, 50 years ago, that
the people’s rallying cry of ‘Joy
Bangla’ metamorphosed into the
reality of an independent nation.
For a variety of reasons, it seemed a
good time to rediscover the history
of that country through the written
word. With this in mind I asked

for suggestions and book clubbers
responded enthusiastically. Among
the recommended titles were 7The
Colonel Who Would Not Repent:

The Bangladesh War and Its Unquiet
Legacy by Salil Tripathi and a
fictional trilogy by Tahmima Anam:
A Golden Age, The Good Muslim
and The Bones of Grace. Someone
also pointed me to discussions on
YouTube, one featuring Mahfuz
Anam, Editor of the Bangladeshi
newspaper The Daily Star — he,
incidentally, is Tahmima Anam’s
father — and another featuring... but
we’re getting ahead of ourselves.

While Mahfuz Anam provided
useful insight into India’s proactive
role then, which contrasts starkly
with the insipid relations prevailing
today, it was the other discussion
that piqued my interest. Who were
Kanakasabapathy Pandyan (KP)
and Shyamal Chakravarty (SC)
featured, along with a couple of
others, prominently and who spoke
convincingly about the events of
19717 Thereby, as the cliché goes,
hangs a tale.

Back in 1971, KP and SC were
students of the Indian Institute of
Management-Calcutta, having only
just joined the prestigious institution.
Like everyone else, especially in
West Bengal, Assam and
Delhi, they
too had been
following the
action in East
Pakistan. After
all, many Bengali
revolutionaries
from across the
border were regular
visitors to Calcutta
(Kolkata). When
Pakistan’s Lt Gen
AAK Niazi
surrendered to India’s
Lt Gen JS Arora
and Bangladesh’s Air
Commodore AK Khandker, there was
much cheering in the IIM-C common
room. Besides, several IIM-C students

were already working at various
camps catering to the urgent needs
of refugees who had been pouring
into India from across the border for
months. So, what qualified KP and
SC to be on the panel?
It turned out that KP had just
published with Notion Press a
book called Birth of Bangladesh:
Eyewitness Memories, Experiences of
Some IIM Calcutta Students During
the Liberation of the Nation. While
he wrote most of the book, there
were contributions by SC, Jayanta
Sengupta, Devasis Gupta and TR
Sankaranarayanan. It was the story
of how, one day after Bangladesh
was born, KP, SC, and two others,
S Clement and Ganesh Aiyyar, had set
out to discover for themselves how it
felt to be in a newly liberated nation!
At 3210, the book is a collector’s
item. (Clement and Ganesh don’t
feature among the contributors
because, unfortunately, they had
passed on by the time the book was
published. However, they were
integral to the daring exploits.)
KP writes in the book that after
the cheering had died down
in the common room, °...
someone says, “We should
go to Bangladesh now.”
This is just a comment
made in the heat of the
moment. But it strikes
a chord and triggers
my question “Who is
coming?”’ There is
really no response
to the question...
Someone playing
a game of chess
says, “Are you
mad, that’s a war
zone, and not a safe place
to go to”. Someone else says, “Come
on, Indian Army has taken over the
country and the news said the entire
Pakistani Army has surrendered”. ...



I turn around and ask Clement who
is sitting there with a newspaper in
his hands, “How about it?”” Clement
takes his time answering.
He is looking thoughtful.
Suddenly he says, “Let’s
do it”. It is so simple...’

But it’s not that
simple: they need a
Bengali speaker to go
along. SC is roped
in for this reason;
Ganesh joins
them, claiming
he too speaks
Bengali! A quick
confabulation
and they
decide they need to
move fast, before visas become
necessary. They have no specific
plans. They only know they want to
get to Dhaka and that they will figure
out details along the way. They each
carry one change of clothes and fifty
rupees in the pocket. They step out
of the gates: Now, where to cross the
border?!

To discover what the foursome
discovered on their spontancous
adventure, read their account. It’s a
riveting story.

All three titles in Tahmima
Anam’s trilogy have drawn high
praise. Khademul Islam of The
Duaily Star calls A Golden Age ‘the
definitive 1971 novel’. The Good
Muslim was a New Yorker best book
of the year. About The Bones of
Grace, Kamila Shamsie (author of
the brilliant A God in Every Stone)
says, ‘A novel of heart, brain and
muscle — the compelling pulls of
history and love are evoked here with
a rare honesty and great skill.” Lucid,
moving, unhurried ... these aspects
are woven subtly into the delicately
written narratives, told primarily
through the experiences of three
generations of a family. Sensitive

and stark, they take on oppression,
revolution, war, displacement,
euphoria, disappointment, hope,
both individual and collective, as the
reader journeys through
the complex
world of being
Bangladeshi.
Award-
winning
journalist
Salil Tripathi’s
nonfiction title
(published 2014)
was just the book I
had been looking for,
promising as it did to be
a fair, rounded, objective
picture of the social
and political history of
Bangladesh. The cover
photograph by Raghu Rai is haunting,
recalling the horror of that time for
those of us who were old enough to
remember. The title, equally haunting,
refers to Lt Col Farooq Rahman who,
on August 15, 1975, ‘led the Bengal
Lancers, the army’s tank unit under
his command, to disarm the Rokkhi
Bahini, a paramilitary force
loyal to Sheikh
Mujib’ and
then led
a team of
officers and
soldiers on a
killing spree to
finish off Sheikh
Mujib and his
family. Only two
daughters, one of
them the current
prime minister
Sheikh Hasina,
escaped because they
were abroad at the time.
Tripathi, who interviewed Farooq
after he had returned to Bangladesh
after years of exile in Libya, writes,
‘Farooq Rahman thought he was a

patriot. He believed he had saved

the nation. The governments that
followed Mujib reinforced this
self-belief and perception rewarding
him and the other assassins with
respectability by giving them political
space, and to some, plum diplomatic
assignments.’

Why the reference to ‘unquiet
legacy’ in the title? Tripathi examines
this in great detail in the context of
the unique socio-cultural milieu of
a region where people first identify
themselves as Bengali. Its political
development has been uneven since
liberation, with ‘several coups, and
the form of government (switching)
from parliamentary to presidential
to parliamentary again. ... there
have been times when it has been
ruled by generals, or by a caretaker
government comprising unelected
officials.” Gary J Bass, author of The
Blood Telegram: India’s Secret War
in East Pakistan (it’s on my battered
Kindle) says Tripathi’s ‘powerful
book is important reading for anyone
trying to understand modern South
Asia.’

All in all, a rich haul!
Postscript: In Dhaka,
Clement buys local newspapers
for their historical value. He
also picks up a number of
books, including Das Kapital.
When they reach Gede,

on the Indian side, they

are stopped by two men
claiming to be the police.
They find Clement’s
stash and suspect the
four of being Naxalites.

They confiscate the

newspapers and
books. And that is that.
Clement is heartbroken.

The columnist is a children's
writer and senior journalist
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