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We welcome your feedback.Write to the Editor:
rotarynews @rosaonline.org; rushbhagat@gmail.com.
Mail your project details,along with hi-res photos,
to rotarynewsmagazine @ gmail.com.

Messages on your club/district projects, information and links on zoom
meetings/webinar should be sent only by e-mail to the Editor at
rushbhagat @gmail.com or rotarynewsmagazine @gmail.com.
WHATSAPP MESSAGES WILL NOT BE ENTERTAINED.

Click on Rotary News Plus on our website www.rotarynewsonline.org
to read about more Rotary projects.
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UNIW=RLD

BOUTIQUE RIVER CRUISES.

" THE BEST WAY T0 CRUISE

is on the rivers with Uniworld

One-of-a-kind award-winning ships | The most all-inclusive amenities
Outstanding service | Highest standards onboard & onshore

Set sail onboard one of Uniworld’s floating boutique hotels, each with a unique design inspired by the destinations
they sail, to experience an immersive luxury vacation unlike any other. Enjoy visiting a variety of destinations in one
trip, expert local guides, unmatched all-inclusive amenities and the best service in the industry.

CASTLES ALONG THE RHINE SPLENDORS OF EGYPT PARIS & NORMANDY
8 Days | Basel to Amsterdam AND THE NILE 8 Days | Paris to Paris
River Queen, S.S. Antoinette, 12 Days | Cairo to Cairo S.S. Joie de Vivre

or River Empress S.S. Sphinx

AS A ROTARY CLUB MEMBER, SAVE 10% ON ALL UNIWORLD CRUISES.

To learn more, contact us at +91 9967552744 | harshali.darpel@ttc.com or visit Uniworld.com

ADVT.
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RID 3120 MEMBERSHIP ACHIEVERS

RID 3120 Memberhip Increase Star Performers

Increase
Club Club ID Member Club President Club Secreatry
RC Gorakhpur Mid Town 60168 65 Rtn. Raj Kumar Bathwal Rtn. Neelmani Singhania
RC Varanasi Central 23498 27 Rtn. Anil Jajodia Rtn. Jeevan Khanna
RC Lakhimpur (Kheri) 15443 24 Rtn. Wasif Khan Rtn. Chandra Shekhar Singh

Rl President EOBO Challenge Achievers

Club Club 1D Club President Club Secreatry
RC Gorakhpur Mid Town 60168 | Rtn. Raj Kumar Bathwal Rtn. Neelmani Singhania
RC Varanasi Elite 63134 | Rtn, Piyush Agrawal Rtn. Amar Agrawal

Paul Harris Membership Increase Challenge Achievers

Club Clubp | 'merease Club President Club Secreatry
Member
RC Gorakhpur Yugal 87978 21 Rtn. Anurag Agrawal Rtn. Rakesh Agrawal
RC Prayagraj Platinum 223074 12 Rtn. Ritesh Singh Rtn. Shashank Jain
RC Varanasi East 26797 8 Rtn. Prabhakar Jaiswal Rtn. Raju Rai

100% Foundation Giving Club

US % 25 Every Member (Club Average Giving US $ 100 per Member)

Club Club ID Club President Club Secreatry
RC Greater Lucknow 31224 | Rtn. Amit Kumar Rtn. Sumeet Agrawal
RC Mirzapur Elite 89174 | Rtn. Sanjay Katare Rtn. Ravi Kumar Jain

100% EREY Club
(US $ 25 Every Member)

Club Club ID Club President Club Secreatry
RC Gorakhpur Mid Town 60168 | Rtn. Raj Kumar Bathwal Rtn. Neelmani Singhania
RC Pride Mau 223164 | Rtn. Sushil Agrawal Rtn. Jitendra Kumar Rakhaulia
RC Prayagraj Platinum 223074 | Rtn. Ritesh Singh Rtn. Shashank Jain

Data updated upto 10-Apr-2022 = Creative by - Rtn. Amit Ahuja (District Secretary - Publications)

ADVT.



RID 3120 TRF Achievements

Highest Donors

B £

[=1

DGN Sunil Bansal

DGND Paritosh Bajaj AG Ashok Kumar Gupta Rtn. Jyoti Bajaj Rin. Vikram Jain
Rotary ID : 5696557 Ratary 1D : 5370513 Rotary 1D : 8188044 Rotary ID : 8750531 Rotary ID :6884750
LS $10001.82 LS % B963.70 US 5 5000.00 Us%$233333 US § 3466.67
RC Mirzapur Elite (89174)  RC Greater Lucknow (31224) RC Mirzapur Elite (89174)  RC Varanasi Greater (62374)  RC Mirzapur Elite (89174)

Paul Harris Society Member

RC Greater Lucknow (31224) RC Mirzapur Elite (89174)
™) | DG Samar Ra) Garg Rtn, Prachi Garg (C) | Rtn. Anurag Tripathi DEND Parltosh Baja|

Rotary 1D : 3481845 a Rotary ID : 8404544 = | RotaryID: 8399330 Rotary ID ; 5696557
US $1000.00 UUS $1960.00 US § 1000.00 LS $1000.00

o . (¥ |
RAtn. Ravi Kumar Sadh AG Ashok Kumar Gupta ? i AG CA Shallendra Kr. Katare E Rin. Sanjay Katare
Rotary ID : 5794578 Rotary ID : 5370513 =T | Rotary ID: 8078366 Rodary |0 : B290796
U5 $1000.00 US $1000.00 & US $1000.00 US $1000.00

[ & | Rtn. 1.D. Jaiman Rtn. Dhieera] Kr. Jain Rtn. Jyoti Bajaj ﬁ Rin. Vikram Jain

Y| Rotary 10 : 2469167 Rotary 1D : 5784759 Ratary D : 8188044 2" | Rotary 10 : 6884750

US $1000.00 Us $1000.00 Us $1960.00 t. US $1000.00

RC Mirzapur (15451)

Atn. Ashish Goenka Rtn. Mukesh Agrawal N Rtn. Chandra Prakash Gupta PNt Rtn. Neeraj Agrawal

Rotary 1D : 6406267 Rotary |0 : 5722685 e Rotary 1D : 2024018 Rotary ID : 6406268
U5 $1000.00 US $1000.00 --’ US $1000.00 US 5100000
RC Varanasi Down Town (66236)  RC Allahabad Mid-Town [ 15407) RC Varanasi Greater (62374)

E AG Parashant Nagar W | P0G Pradeey Mukherjee DEN Sunil Bansal Rin. Manishi Bansal
Rotary ID : 8682364 p Rotary 10 : 208175 a Rotary 1D ; 750531 Rotary |0 : 10133480
& | U5 $1000.00 U5 $1000.00 Ny | US$1960.00 U5 $1000.00
Paul Harris Fellow
RC Allahabad Royals (90070) RC Mirzapur (15451)
AG Poonam Gulati ID- 8936695 Us % 500.00 Rin. Ashutosh Agrawal ID- 8068282 US 5 500.00
RC Lakhimpur (Kheri) (15443) Rtn. Manish Sarraf |D- 6288017 Us § 500.00
PDG Ajal Kumar Agha ID- 2320384 US $ 500.00 Rtn. Shashank Tandon ID- 6814916 Us 5 500.00
Rtn. Amarjeet Singh Saluja ID- 5662035 Us % 500.00 Rtn. Sumit Agarwal ID-9937938 Us 5 500.00
Rtn. Chandra Shekhar Singh  |D- 8524776 US $500.00 RC Mirzapur Elite (89174)
Rtn. Hukum Chand Agarwal  |D- 5662052 US $500.00 Rtn. Mecna Katare ID- 10235844  US 5 500,00
Rtn. Pawan Kapoor ID- 11044130 US $500.00 Rtn. Ravi Kumar Jain ID- 9472381 US $ 500.00
Rtn. Sandeep Agarwal ID- 8720673 US $ 500.00 Rtn. Dr. Sanjay Musaddl  ID- 5179332 US $ 500.00
Rtn. Sandeep Gupta ID- GATRBTS US % 500.00 RC Sultanpur (15474)
Rtn. Wasif Khan ID- GBT88T4 Us % 500.00 Rtn. Dr Pooja Shukla ID- 11269791 us § 500.00
RC Prayagra] Platinum (223074) Rtn. Nimendra Goyal ID- 10228748  US S 500.00
Rtn. Shashank Jain ID-9551006 ~ US$500.00 Ry, pramod Malhotra  |1D-9769728  US$ 500.00
RC Pride Mau (223164 ¥
Rtn. Dr. Ritesh Kumar Agarwal ID-ESTMB?.; Us % 500.00 T Pshte S - HOJ18R1 UE3500.00
RC Varanasi Central (23498) RC Vindhyachal (51347)
Rtﬂ‘. Frﬂdﬂ'ﬂﬂ Ag‘rawal 'D' 113][3{}3 us s Eﬂu.uu th.- Ma hﬂhir Prasﬂd’ sﬂ‘tllla |D- Bg 53?9# |.|5 3 EIDU.UU
RC Varanasi Vrinda (80791) Rtn. Prateek Agrawal ID- 10876040  US $500.00
AG Rachna Jain ID- 9219487 US % 500.00

Data updated upto 10-Apr-2022 = Full year update in ROTARY NEWS September 2022 issue

ADVT.
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District Governor

Rtn Shekhar Mehta
RI President

RC Nagpur inaugurates
Vocational Training Centre

C Nagpur, now 77-year-old, has set up a Vocational

Skills Training Centre at the Providence School Annexe,
Civil Lines, Nagpur. DG Ramesh Meher inaugurated the
vocational centre in a gala ceremony on Feb 23.

The skill centre is a first-of-its-kind in collaboration
with the ICICI Foundation with the aim towards inclusive
growth, thanks to the CSR wing of ICICI Bank Ltd. While
the club is extending its premises, the ICICI Foundation will
provide the faculty, training and placements. Electrical and
Home Appliances Repair course (EHA) will be imparted
to less privileged children who are looking for a vocation
to earn gainful employment. The EHA course will train a
batch of 60 students every quarter beginning from May
2022. The programme will train around 150-250 students
in EHA every year and would be provided jobs with the
efforts of the Foundation.

This will be the first EHA batch to be trained by the
ICICI Foundation in partnership with the club. DG Meher
praised the services of RC Nagpur as through this project
150-250 students from the economically weaker section of
the society will get employed each year.

He expressed satisfaction that such a skilling project
was being inaugurated on the Foundation Day of Rotary
International. Sushmita Chuckerbutty, centre head, ICICI
Academy for Skills, Nagpur, attended the programme and
expressed her happiness over starting a unique centre in this
city jointly with Rotary. B

RC Bhusawal Tapti Valley holds
memory workshop for students

Memory master trainer Dr Bhagwan Gadhe urged the
students to adopt various tricks to memorise their
subjects. While rhymes and pictures are found in plenty in
the books of Classes 1-5, these are reduced and paragraphs
increase from Classes 6-8.

Addressing students at a special workshop, Dr
Gadhe said they should focus on comprehension and
extemporisation, rather than rote learning. The workshop
was organised jointly by RC Bhusawal Tapti Valley and the
Chate English Medium School. He demonstrated how to
memorise the words and remember phone numbers which
will be useful in our daily life. He listed various plans with
solutions to tackle problems in subject study.

Around 4,000 students took part in the study workshop.
Dr Gadhe advised the parents to guide their children on
proper ways to memorise their subjects. Dr Sanju Bhatkar,
president, RC Bhusawal Tapti Valley, said that as students
have lost nearly two years of schooling due to the pandemic,
some have dropped out of mainstream education due to
many reasons. They were learning through online over the
last two years, but this is not the proper way and students
have to attend classes in regular schools for good education.
Club treasurer Sunil Wankhede gave the vote of thanks. B




DISTRICT 3030

Sewing Training Centre at Kalwan

To provide a secure livelihood source to disadvantaged
women, RC Kalwan joined hands with the Jankai
Madhyamik Vidyalaya to start a Sewing Training Centre
with the support of Singer Machine India Ltd. Jankai Sanstha
chairman Chandrakant Kothavade led this project.

DG Ramesh Meher, Surgana MLA Nitin Pawar and RC
Kalwan president Nilesh Bhamre were present at the inaugural
ceremony of the tailoring centre. Rtn Vilas Shirore gave a
presentation on the work done by Rotary in this project. MLA
Nitin Pawar appreciated the work and dedication of the club.
Women can become self-reliant after getting trained at this
sewing class, he said, and expressed his readiness to help any
project that empowered women. Club president Bhamre said
the project would be sustained for five years.

He said it will provide self-employment to hundreds
of women through modern fashion designing lessons at a
reasonable fee. There are 21 machines available in the centre
to train women and those who have completed the three-month
course will be given a government-approved certificate. The
Singer company will give the pass-out candidates with a
sewing machine at a 50 per cent discount.

A galaxy of local officials, Rotarians, social activists,
teachers, academicians, sewing class instructors and Inner
Wheel club members took part at the inaugural ceremony. B

SERVE TO
CHANGE LIVES

LIVE LIFE.... GIVE LIFE

RC Nasik City hosts
‘Jeevan Urja’ RYLA

eevan Urja, a five-day RYLA, was organised by RC

Nasik City for 45 NSS girls of ITI Girls College with
DG Ramesh Meher inaugurating the youth programme.
The RYLA was organised at the Laxman Pada, Trimbak,
wherein the participants trained the Adivasi girls in beauty
parlour, electrical and sewing courses.

Also, basic defence techniques, rangoli and drawing
skills were imparted to tribal girls by student participants.
The programme showcased human values and the club
plans to lay at least Skm approach road to this tribal hamlet
with the help of villagers. The club’s vocational director
Madhav, secretary Kiran, Rtns Chokani, Naresh and Amol
were present at the closing session of Jeevan Urja.

The RYLA teams gave basic training on sewing
machine to 10 girls; beauty parlour course was taught to
another 10 girls; and electrical wiring skills were imparted
to 15 beneficiaries. The club donated 10 sewing machine
kits, two sewing machines, 10 beauty parlour kits and
10 basic electrical kits to Adivasi girls. Rotarians urged
the beneficiaries to be financially independent through
self-employment. A group of female doctors from Bosch
company engaged the girls on menstrual hygiene which
brought the curtains down on an eventful Jeevan Urja. B

ADVT.
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Membership Summary As on April 1, 2022

RI Rotary No of ‘Women Rotaract Interact

‘Rotary Q\_yocglzu

District Clubs Rotarians Rotarians (%) Clubs Clubs LS

2081 135 6,315 8.50 54 52 239

2982 77 3,492 7.10 47 98 73

3000 131 5,435 9.35 97 291 214

3011 119 4,718 26.85 74 118 36

3012 149 4,058 24.82 65 79 61

_ 3020 79 4,973 7.54 33 168 350

3030 98 5,329 15.59 125 309 361

LIDULUVLERN 3040 106 2662 1356 57 81 181
3053 73 3,017 18.40 35 50 126

N‘ E W 3054 172 7,191 20.09 105 184 565

: - 3060 104 5223 15.41 64 73 150

H O R | ZO N S 3070 123 3,426 16.05 47 43 59
3080 103 4,592 14.79 139 161 116

3090 92 2,391 6.02 43 83 123

3100 101 2,315 11.62 13 26 146

HOUSTON, TEXAS, USA 3110 141 3,867 12.02 14 18 106
4-8 JUNE 2022 3120 89 3,702 16.83 63 34 55

'~ Register toda; at ‘ 3131 141 5,694 24.10 120 240 141
convention.rotary.org 3132 87 3,611 11.05 33 125 167

‘ 3141 113 6,369 27.13 141 187 102

3142 99 3,748 21.16 82 147 82

3150 112 4,555 13.57 127 143 118

3160 79 2,791 9.57 29 20 82

3170 141 6,559 15.75 93 250 172

3181 86 3,479 8.85 35 196 116

3182 86 3,541 9.60 43 128 104

3190 162 6,938 19.37 191 213 71

3201 155 6,146 10.04 121 101 79

3203 93 4,831 8.18 74 233 37

3204 62 2,175 7.86 21 30 13

3211 152 5,142 8.58 7 25 133

3212 130 4,955 11.77 79 205 153

ROtary ata glance 3231 94 3,603 8.35 31 82 419
3232 166 8,148 18.46 124 220 96

Rotary clubs 36,945 3240 104 3,623 16.31 63 408 218
3250 104 3,935 20.58 63 73 185

Rotaract clubs : 11,150 3261 91 3.329 18.89 15 24 44
Interact clubs 16,872 3262 127 4253 14.58 74 83 145
3291 165 4,364 24.04 135 98 663

RCCs : 12,082 India Total 4,441 174,495 2,776 5,099 6,301
Rotary members : 1’204,997 3220 72 2,266 16.02 89 137 75
3271 116 2,366 17.75 97 185 25

Rotaract members: 234,520 3272 161 1,886 17.55 70 22 47
Interact members : 398,475 3251 305 7,640 e 274 =l 2Av
3282 182 3,792 11.08 202 49 47

As on April 20, 2022 3292 155 6,074 17.98 174 133 127

S Asia Total 5,432 198,519 3,682 5,776 6,829

Source: RI South Asia Office



District Wise TRF Contributions as on March 2022

(in US Dollars)

District Annual PolioPlus Endowment Other Total EREY Donors EREY
Number Fund Fund Funds Contributions  (in numbers) %
India
2981 103,202 1,700 15,000 219,084 338,986 174 3.3
2982 43,784 6,360 2,500 3,449 56,093 201 6.2
3000 29,298 1,436 0 45,037 75,770 25 0.5
3011 25,455 10,044 0 234,443 269,941 42 1.0
3012 22,280 18,504 50,041 455,135 545,960 40 1.1
3020 77,429 16,347 30,596 4,620 128,992 213 5.1
3030 79,215 1,821 63,185 15,704 159,924 135 2.9
3040 34,758 274 0 57,198 92,231 9 04
3053 11,870 1,811 27 134,393 148,102 15 0.6
3054 5,906 3,139 0 209,048 218,092 24 0.3
3060 103,783 9,671 500 155,868 269,821 1,386 28.8
3070 31,742 27 0 27,601 59,370 156 5.0
3080 65,859 6,732 14,686 7,179 94,456 197 6.2
3090 43,981 687 29,000 0 73,668 184 8.8
3100 25,901 100 0 2,537 28,538 81 3.7
3110 30,093 68 1,014 20,417 51,592 121 3.5
3120 63,062 1,000 0 0 64,062 166 49
3131 420,178 35,649 51,000 806,920 1,313,747 2,016 43.0
3132 27,836 3,396 5,000 12,029 48,261 52 1.6
3141 404,834 5,800 124,532 1,436,698 1,971,864 914 1515
3142 332,834 4,015 11,268 185,362 533,479 796 23.5
3150 95,671 44,343 141,000 88,588 369,602 714 18.1
3160 103,746 4,673 17,264 0 125,682 57 24
3170 95,398 15,739 1,714 98,191 211,042 456 7.8
3181 52,794 5,352 203 116 58,464 332 10.2
3182 45,184 8,712 4,000 15,274 73,170 197 6.3
3190 324,760 36,230 30,411 212,977 604,379 1,299 21.1
3201 108,880 65,573 0 305,081 479,535 472 8.2
3203 50,258 17,638 7,086 295,243 370,224 184 45
3204 27,133 6,423 0 1,036 34,593 45 2.3
3211 36,697 724 0 18,999 56,419 94 2.1
212 66,452 2,464 1,036 9,811 79,763 92 1.8
3231 21,272 10,678 9,867 6,851 48,667 158 4.6
3232 90,667 89,369 123,052 1,138,214 1,441,302 201 2.8
3240 116,416 12,581 0 77,864 206,861 451 13.8
3250 23,268 3,576 1,036 19,558 47,437 335 9.2
3261 7,440 1,713 300 184,913 194,366 20 0.7
3262 22,120 3,296 0 0 25,416 69 1.8
3291 116,680 3,830 22,271 22,785 165,566 353 94
India Total 3,388,136 461,494 757,586 6,528,221 11,135,437 12,476 8.0
3220 SriLanka 52,384 6,973 2,010 1,000 62,366 127 5.6
3271 Pakistan 6,240 3,431 0 17,755 27,425 9 0.5
3272  Pakistan 16,857 11,158 0 2,117 30,132 14 0.8
3281 Bangladesh 65,678 64,562 26,118 311,269 467,627 148 1.8
3282 Bangladesh 36,624 19,916 1,000 37,740 95,280 111 3.0
3292 Nepal 109,389 11,248 0 104,711 225,348 655 11.2
South Asia Total 3,675,307 578,781 786,714 7,002,813 12,043,616 13,540 7.5

Annual Fund (AF) includes SHARE, Areas of Focus, World Fund and Disaster Response.
Source: RI South Asia Office.
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Epic
realities
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Sandhya Rao

Revisiting two enduring
narratives reinforces the
belief that riches of the
heart and mind result
from a free and fair
play of diversity.

hen the centre
cannot hold, as
WB Yeats warned
in ‘The Second
Coming’, things fall apart, and
‘mere anarchy is loosed upon the
world’. This is where we seem to
be today. Where do we go from
here is the tormenting question.
While drowning in despondency, I
chanced upon Mahabharata: The
Epic and the Nation by GN Devy
and my interest was piqued.
For one, Devy. After a
teaching career, he headed a major
linguistic survey with the help

of 3,000 volunteers that led to ‘a
comprehensive documentation

of all living Indian languages in

50 volumes’ called the People’s
Linguistic Survey of India. He
works extensively with denotified
and nomadic tribes, is the founder
of the Bhasha Research and
Publication Centre in Baroda, and
the Adivasi Academy in Tejgadh,
and writes in Marathi, Gujarati and
English on subjects such as literary
criticism, anthropology, education,
linguistics and philosophy. He was
among those who returned their
Sahitya Akademi Award in protest
against the threat to freedom of

expression and growing intolerance.

For another, the timeless magic
of the Mahabharata. As Devy
observes, ‘It may not be quite off
the mark to say that, among other
cultural elements, the Mahabharata
is one significant cultural
production that brings Indians
together. The diversity of language,
land and life patterns in this

country is so vast that no Indian can

genuinely relate to all of
it. Probably, it is
through cultural
practices and
icons like the
Mahabharata that
we have a sense of
being united.’
Devy argues that
the epic has created
a unique method
of remembering the
past, a method he says
India has internalised,
as ‘the way of preserving
its national memory’.
Then he goes on to make
a significant statement: ‘The
Mahabharata spirit is bound to
agitate against any jingoistic and
unitary sense of the subcontinent
as a nation, for it is marked by an

immense diversity of every kind.
The Mahabharata unites us not in
any imagined territorial national
space; it brings us together in Time,
symbolised by the never-stopping
kala-chakra, the epic’s iconic
symbol, which teaches us a great
spirit of acceptance of all that is in
complete humility.’

What about the Ramayana,
then, the other timeless epic? That
too has recently found expression
in a unique book: no, not an
interpretation but an engaging piece
of travel writing. It all began with
an innocuous question Vikrant
Pande and Neelesh Kulkarni asked
friends about where Chitrakoot
was. Nobody knew, nor could they
locate Kishkindha, although the
names were familiar. So the two
decided they would find out for
themselves and started on a journey
across India and Sri Lanka to all the
places mentioned in the epic. This
gave birth to /n the Footsteps of
Rama: Travels with the Ramayana.
And before you pass
judgement, it’s not a
‘religious’ work, it
really is about travel,

stories, and versions
of stories, and the
‘willing suspension
of disbelief’, to
quote Coleridge.
Their journey
begins and ends
at Hanuman
Garhi in
Ayodhya,
where
Hanuman is
said to have ‘settled down’.
The mahant of this temple, Baba
Gyan Das, asks: ‘Do you know
who built this fort? It was a Muslim
ruler. Not only did he build the
fort, he also granted the temple
freedom from all taxes and decreed



that no one could litigate against it
ever.” According to him, the son of
Abdul Mansoor Khan Safdarjang,
the second Nawab of Oudh,
was cured of leprosy by

the power of Hanuman. In
grateful thanks, Mansoor
Khan built a fort to house
the temple.

Each place they
visit all the way
down to Sri Lanka
and back evokes
several stories,
often at variance
with what they
had read while
researching the
Ramayana prior
to undertaking this journey.
They meet interesting people, take
in different landscapes and, yes,
taste delicious food — or not! For
instance, on the edge of Allahabad
fort is where Sita is believed to
have prayed before leaving for
Chitrakoot; but before leaving
Allahabad, our authors make sure
to taste Bhagat Chaat Bhandar’s
mouthwatering pakore ki chaat!
From Delhi they take the Sampark
Kranti Express to Chitrakoot where
they were advised to stay because
the forest had ‘plenty of animals to
hunt, many trees that bear fruit, and
where many ascetics have chosen
to live.’

Pande and Kulkarni embark on
a 450-foot descent through thick
forest to Lonar lake in Maharashtra;
the lake is in the middle of a
crater which ‘is one of the only
four impact craters in the world in
basaltic rock and is still beautifully
preserved. Maskelynite, a glass-
like material that was thrown up
by the impact, still shines through
the sand at the edges of the lake.’
Locals believe the lake was
‘Shukracharya’s laboratory where

he perfected the Sanjeevani drug
that resurrected dead rakshasas.’
They come across a village en
route to Nashik where, apparently,
Sita was abandoned after
aspersions
were cast on
her character.
However, when
the villagers
ignored her
pleas for help, she
cursed them saying
wheat would never
grow in their soil.
‘The curse stayed for
thousands of years, all
the way till 1965, when
o «# the Green Revolution
& brought in a hybrid
variety of wheat and other
grains that could be grown here,” a
village elder tells the authors. ...
grain stalks would simply crumble
if we tried sowing wheat here...’
While they found some places
difficult to locate, some seemed
even to have been forgotten. But the
majority were well remembered,
both by the people and through
folklore. At times, though, it
seemed the stories were very
much imagined, as in Mumbeai,
for instance. But, as a trustee of a
temple in Walkeshwar tells them,
‘It is not about what happened here,
but what people believe in.” This

The world is full of Ramas and
Ravanas, individuals of great
merit, yet vulnerable to human
frailties. But one thread runs
through both epics, and that is the

self-destructive nature of hate.

remark makes the authors realise
that ‘the truth is only what we want
to believe. If people believe Rama
came to Mumbai, then he sure did!’

Apparently, the popular stories
about the Lakshman Rekha and
Shabari tasting every berry she
offered Rama has no literary or
historical validity in any of the five
versions of the epic — Tulsidas,
Valmiki, Eknath, Kambar and
Adhyathmak — the authors
researched. A mismatch between
distances mentioned in the epic
and facts suggest that Lanka was
possibly larger than the Sri Lanka
of today. It is such an irony that a
kingdom described as being rich
and prosperous is now facing its
biggest economic crisis.

‘We notice that most temples
in Sri Lanka also house prominent
Buddhist pilgrimage sites,’ the
authors note. ‘The Murugan temple
in Kataragama is more well-known
for the Buddhist complex inside
(it also houses a mosque, a church,

a temple to a tribal deity, and a
temple to Ganesha), apart from those
dedicated to Murugan’s wives —
Valli and Devayani.” And at Nil
Diya Pokuna, or blue water lake,
they trudge through a pitch-dark
tunnel in Istripuram to see the cave
where Sita was supposedly hidden,
but they don’t have the stomach

to squeeze into the cave. ‘Many
believe that Ravana still lives in
these caves,’ their guide tells them
as they beat a hasty retreat!

The world is full of Ramas and
Ravanas, individuals of great merit,
yet vulnerable to human frailties.
But one thread runs through both
epics, and that is the self-destructive
nature of hate. Now, that’s a lesson
for our time.

The columnist is a children’s
writer and senior journalist
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