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AT THE 2022 ROTARY INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION
IN HOUSTON, TEXAS, USA, 4-8 JUNE 2022

Take advantage of the limited-time registration rate of US$425* from 12 to 16 June.
Register today at convention.rotary.org.

New this year: Nonmembers are welcome to attend, so invite a friend to join you!

Information about nonmember registration rates and virtual-only attendance
can be found at convention.rotary.org.

*Registration must be paid in full between 12 and 16 June 2021 to receive the US$425 rc'}t/e.
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We welcome your feedback. Write to the Editor:
rotarynews @rosaonline.org; rushbhagat@gmail.com.
Mail your project details, along with hi-res photos,
to rotarynewsmagazine @ gmail.com.

Messages on your club/district projects, information and links on zoom meetings/
webinar should be sent only by e-mail to the Editor at rushbhagat@gmail.com
or rotarynewsmagazine @ gmail.com. WHATSAPP MESSAGES
WILL NOT BE ENTERTAINED.

Click on Rotary News Plus on our website
www.rotarynewsonline.org to read about more Rotary projects.
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District Wise TRF Contributions as on May 2021

(in US Dollars)

District Annual PolioPlus Endowment Other Total EREY Donors EREY
Number Fund Fund Funds Contributions  (in numbers) %
India

2981 82,274 5,978 12,128 0 100,381 390 7.99
2982 50,118 17,194 20,770 65,991 154,073 136 4.45
3000 88,727 30,242 492 48,063 167,524 96 1.87
3011 90,729 16,253 65,653 437,990 610,625 153 422
3012 18,762 2,580 0 42,321 63,663 87 2.37
3020 162,532 71,917 86,660 42,907 364,017 279 6.84
3030 61,903 2,317 27,840 143,546 235,606 168 3.30
3040 37,694 458 0 14,507 52,659 53 2.53
3053 27,093 4,248 5,000 230,147 266,488 57 2.07
3054 74,395 3,562 0 368,873 446,830 266 4,37
3060 120,683 1,466 158,924 193,665 474,738 1434 32.89
3070 49,059 1,813 0 53,217 104,090 309 9.82
3080 70,784 13,615 97 (11,748) 72,749 183 5.55
3090 36,545 533 0 (736) 36,343 119 5.38
3100 58,072 252 0 15,885 74,209 193 8.59
3110 48,248 200 0 0 48,448 75 2.05
3120 16,919 1,811 0 9,127 27,857 120 3.63
3131 275,463 44,060 136,935 962,735 1,419,193 1153 22.50
3132 30,501 4,612 15,000 6,451 56,564 76 2.27
314 710,728 46,361 397,279 1,535,408 2,689,776 1283 2413
3142 258,604 34,634 451 6,831 300,520 1021 31.85
3150 141,302 10,165 160,043 54,299 365,809 821 24.80
3160 44,687 9,846 16 440 54,990 83 3.29
3170 85,135 24,889 1,240 216,338 327,603 318 5.62
3181 96,908 7,524 0 8,826 113,258 383 11.45
3182 102,703 6,170 0 30,852 139,725 416 13.48
3190 226,713 81,234 52,035 243,752 603,733 1150 23.02
3201 191,708 43,344 0 579,819 814,871 669 12.01
3202 69,706 28,028 8,468 94,044 200,246 233 4.32
211 48,782 3,452 0 151,356 203,589 75 1.67
212 19,726 56,488 10,153 227,512 313,879 58 1.41
3231 4,776 589 0 23,767 29,132 25 0.64
232 80,095 48,730 21,500 1,219,025 1,369,349 301 5.29
3240 166,798 29,431 0 48,835 245,063 446 14.65
3250 50,638 4,464 7,195 100,550 162,846 360 9.76
3261 108,390 1,563 50,000 107,471 267,425 46 1.76
3262 114,055 3,253 2,777 (14,082) 106,004 160 4.46
3291 87,422 15,397 35,758 71,577 210,154 142 3.88
India Total 4,009,378 678,674 1,276,417 7,329,562 13,294,031 13,337 8.99
3220  sriLanka 196,992 37,082 31,000 48,881 313,956 344 18.07
3271 Pakistan 55,292 102,291 0 306,550 464,132 203 12.50
3272 Pakistan 84,067 20,600 0 1,168 105,835 518 30.94
3281 Bangladesh 192,454 38,600 34,012 480,501 745,567 450 6.37
3282 Bangladesh 64,263 11,023 0 8,270 83,556 129 3.15
3292 Nepal 274,937 9,867 0 317,142 601,947 1,769 35.77
South Asia Total 4,877,383 898,137 1,341,429 8,492,073 15,609,023 16,750 9.87

World Total 112,566,754 24,912,477 28,908,170 27,816,154 194,203,554

Source: RI South Asia Office
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Apply yourself

s members of the family of Rotary, we are people of

purpose, people of influence, and people of action.

Each year, committees that support Rotary and
The Rotary Foundation focus on putting Rotary’s strategic
priorities into action, challenging us to increase our impact,
expand our reach, enhance participant engagement, and
increase our ability to adapt.

Would you like to contribute to Rotary’s success?

The following committees are searching for qualified Rotar-
ians and Rotaractors to serve as members and apply their
leadership skills to advance our organisation. Although the
number of openings is limited, they offer an opportunity

for you to share your vocational expertise and help ensure
diverse perspectives within each committee.

All committees correspond via email and on virtual
platforms, and some involve at least one mandatory
in-person meeting per year. Dual members of both Rotary
and Rotaract are especially encouraged to apply.

To be considered for committee membership or to
recommend someone for an appointment, visit on.rotary.
org/application202 1. Applicants must be registered on My
Rotary at rotary.org/myrotary and should make sure their
My Rotary profile includes current contact information.
Applications are due by Aug 15 for appointments starting

July 1, 2022.

Committee Function Prerequisites Commitment
Communications Advises the board on Professional background Two positions for
communication with key and experience in a three-year terms; annual
audiences communications-related in-person meeting in
field Evanston; virtual meetings
as needed
Finance Advises the board on Professional background Two positions for three-

Rotary’s finances, includ-
ing budgets, investment
policy, and sustainability
measures

in a finance-related field;
nonprofit experience pre-
ferred. Candidates should
have experience in finan-
cial matters at the club and
district levels

year terms; one or two
in-person meetings per
year in Evanston; virtual
meetings as needed

Leadership Development
and Training

Advises the board on
Rotary’s leadership training
programme for Rotarians,
clubs and districts with a
special emphasis on train-
ing for district governors

Must have significant
training or education expe-
rience with a preference
for leadership development

Two positions for three-
year terms; annual
in-person meeting in
Evanston; virtual meetings
as needed

Operations Review Monitors the effectiveness,
efficiency, and implemen-
tation of operations and all
internal systems; advises
the Executive Committee
on compensation matters;
and performs other
oversight functions as

requested by the board.

Experience in man-
agement, leadership
development, or finan-
cial management, and

a thorough knowledge

of Rotary’s operations.
Appointments will be lim-
ited to past RI directors

One position for a six-year
term; two in-person meet-
ings per year in Evanston;
virtual meetings as needed



Committee

Rotaract

Function

Advises the board on
Rotaract; develops the
Rotaract Preconvention
programme

Prerequisites

Rotarians: Experience
working with Rotaract;
direct experience as

a mentor or Rotaract
adviser or district chair.
Rotaract alumni are strong
candidates

Rotaractors: Leader-
ship at the club, district,
or international level.
Strong candidates who
have served as a district
Rotaract representative,
organised projects, or
attended a Rotaract
Preconvention

Commitment

Rotarians: One position
for a three-year term;
meets virtually or has
annual in-person meeting
in Evanston

Rotaractors: Three
positions for one-year
terms; meets virtually
or has annual in-person
meeting in Evanston

Strategic Planning

Reviews Rotary’s strategic
plan and associated meas-

ures; advises leadership on
other matters of long-term
significance

10+ years of experience
in strategy development,
monitoring and imple-
mentation, and strong
understanding of RI and
Foundation programmes
and services

One position with a four-
year term; one or two
in-person meetings per
year in Evanston; virtual
meetings as needed
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Membership Summary
(As on June 1, 2021)
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Rotary at a glance
Rotary clubs :36,932 Rotary members :1,197,984
Rotaract clubs : 10,214 Rotaract members : 220,703
Interact clubs : 16,163 Interact members : 371,749
RCCs : 11,682 As on 18 June 2021
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Surrounded
by sounds

Sandhya Rao

Languages tell us who we are and
where we may have come from.

et’s start at the very
beginning, a very good
place to start...” says Maria
in The Sound of Music as
she strums her guitar in the gorgeous
outdoors of Austria in an attempt to
teach her seven Von Trapp wards
how to sing. In the case of Peggy
Mohan’s book, Wanderers, Kings,
Merchants: The Story of India Through
its Languages, let’s start at the very
end, the last chapter, ‘Chapter 8:
Confluence’.

No, this is not a gimmick, just a
practical suggestion that makes the
motive clear when put in context. But
before that, a small digression: I love
the idea of languages, the sound of
different languages, and am not shy
of trying my tongue at them. I believe
that we Indians possess naturally
twisted tongues that empower us to
be multilingual with varying degrees

of fluency. Although this may be a
generalisation, we can claim that a
‘typical’ Indian tends towards unself-
consciousness, which makes it easier
for her or him to take informal shots at
unfamiliar languages. It works differ-
ently in a formal set-up such as school

or workplace, but on the informal
platform, there’s little to stop Indians
from talking.

Okay, so why the last chapter first?
Simply because it more or less plots
the journey undertaken in the rest of
the book and makes it easier to then
follow the detailed route and take in
some of the sights. Wanderers, Kings,
Merchants (WKM) is not an easy read,
and is perhaps not even for everybody.

Despite my interest in the subject, for
instance, it was a bit of a challenge.
But once you get past (or skip!) the
technical bits, the rest of what it says is
bound to interest everybody. After
all, who doesn’t want to know who
they really are, where they came
from, and which way they may be
headed? At once philosophical and
scholarly, the argument presented
in the book is persuasive particularly
because it is placed in a highly
relevant historical context.
For instance, over the years
there’s been so much discussion
around Sanskrit. Old language, oldest
language, root language, complete
language, elitist language, caste-ist
language, mother language, dead

language, time-to-revive-it language. ..
It probably has as many labels as

it has adherents. There’s even a
village in India where the language
of communication is Sanskrit; this is
Mattur (aka Mathur) in Karnataka.

(I often think that living in Mattur
would seem to a dunderhead like me
as if [ were a permanent actor in a
perpetually running Kalidasa play!)
The decision to adopt Sanskrit could
not have arisen spontaneously; it must
have been a deliberate choice.

Sounds make a language and
Sanskrit is a prime example of this,
with all its soft, hard, sibilant, aspi-
rated, dental, alveolar and other
syllables. According to one theory,
human beings make around 500 differ-
ent vowel and consonant sounds with
the mouth. And these sounds lead to
thousands of languages, each distinct,
some existing only in oral form, and

some with few or no speakers remain-
ing. The internet throws up lists of
languages that include those that are
extinct and vulnerable.

As Peggy Mohan points out,
languages don’t die, it’s the people
speaking them who do. More
importantly, the languages and their
variants tell us about who carried
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these languages and dispersed them,
who absorbed them, who rejected
them and whom they met and mingled
with to create other languages, when
and where and how. Wrapped up in
all this is the moment — moments
strung together in a seamless passage
of time, leaving historical records in
their wake. This is the path WKM
explores, offering fresh and, for me,
curious perspectives. For instance, it
theorises that retroflexions — the hard
and doubled-up tt/thh and dd/ddh for
example — were actually Dravidian
sounds that found their way into the
Rig Veda. It points to the phenomenon
that when invasions or conquests or
even trade took place, the groups that
came into new territories with the
sounds of their own languages were
largely male-dominated. At a time
when campaigns and journeys tended
to be long and often undertaken on
foot, it was common for the men to
settle with local women. The women
gave their progeny their own, local
languages and slowly, over time,
these were the languages that began
to gain currency. Where the settlers
or conquerors were dominating, their
language, too, dominated. English is a
classic example of this.

The hegemony of the English
language in India is a political work
that has made great progress: most
readers will find the second last
chapter, ‘Indian English as an Invasive
Species’ very illuminating. The
author makes this telling observation
about language as political strategy:
‘Independent India chose to keep
and extend its large sector of elite
private schools, which were English
medium, instead of going the socialist
route like most other countries —
including the USA — which had
neighbourhood schools, where rich
and poor children sat in mixed classes
studying at government expense in
the local language.” Over 70 years

Sounds make a language and

Sanskrit is a prime example

of this, with all its soft, hard,
sibilant, aspirated, dental,

alveolar and other syllables.

after independence, we continue to
simultaneously politicise and struggle
over our approach to education.

There are two words used in the
book that are important in this context:
‘bilingualism’ and ‘diglossia’. Peggy
Mohan explains bilingualism as being
‘about two languages you know
having essentially the same functions,
such that it is easy to translate from
one to the other.” The same stretches
to as many languages as you know
equally well. With diglossia, ‘what
you find is a child first learning one
language and speaking it at home, and
then later on, maybe at school, transit-
ing to another language which is used
for less basic things. The end result is
not two separate languages that exist
in parallel, but a single competence,
where ground-level things are done
in the first language and things to do
with school, or the modern sector, in
another.” In other words, the language
used at home comes with a vocabulary
that is different from the vocabulary of
the language used at school, making
translation mutually impossible. If
the speaker was bilingual, on the
other hand, s/he would have suffi-
cient vocabulary and equal and/or the
required facility in both languages;
mutual translation would be possible.

‘A language is viable,” Peggy
Mohan writes, ‘when it is capable
of expressing the sort of things a
child that age needs to express. This
does ultimately involve words and
grammar, but it is not an assemblage of
structures like a child learning a second

language in the classroom would pick
up. These is something organic and
native-like about it.” It took a while
for this to sink in, but understanding
this enables a better appreciation of the
difficulties educationists and policy-
makers face with regards to ‘making
India literate’ or even ushering in
social reforms. Chapter 7 brings
the reader up close with the whole
business of English in India: ‘English
has stayed because elite Indians
wanted to preserve the old idea of a
ruling class that lived far above in the
stratosphere. And it continues to spread
because the dream of independence
and self-rule has inspired the poor,
who see in this language the surest way
to rise above sea level and gain their
share of the sunlight.’

Continuing to read the chapters
right to left, we get glimpses into
the way languages evolved under
Magadhan and Nagamese influence,
the link between Turkic, Persian and
Urdu/Hindi, the birth of Indo-Aryan
languages, what happened with
Malayalam, and the behind-the-scenes
story of Sanskrit. We see what happens
to ‘pure’ languages, if indeed they
were pure at all, how they blend with
each other, creole and pidgin, and a
whole lot more. In the process, more
importantly, we see what events influ-
enced or triggered these changes.

Tamil is believed to be the oldest
surviving language and one of its
more challenging sounds is ‘zh’ as in
‘Tamizh’ or ‘Kozhikode’. Some Tamil
speakers themselves have it from
their sound store and replaced it with
‘easier-to-enunciate’ equivalents. As
a child, I remember being schooled
by my father to say ‘vazhappazham’
hundreds of times in order get the ‘zh’
just right. And he wasn’t even Tamil
speaking! Try it. Or ‘kozhakkattai’.
See what you bite into!

The columnist is a children’s
writer and senior journalist.
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