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We welcome your feedback. Write to the Editor:
rotarynews @rosaonline.org; rushbhagat@gmail.com.
Mail your project details, along with hi-res photos,
to rotarynewsmagazine @gmail.com

Messages on your club/district projects, information and links on zoom meetings/
webinar should be sent only by e-mail to the Editor at rushbhagat@gmail.com
or rotarynewsmagazine @ gmail.com WHATSAPP MESSAGES
WILL NOT BE ENTERTAINED.

Click on Rotary News Plus in our website
www.rotarynewsonline.org
to read about more Rotary projects.
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Membership Summary
(As on December 1, 2020)
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124

69

10.83

Rotary at a glance

Rotary clubs : 36,423 Rotary members : 1,193,852
Rotaract clubs : 11,171 Rotaract members : 213,269
Interact clubs : 15,381 Interact members : 353,763
629
*RCCs : 11,458 As on 16 December 2020
171
118
83 EAMG 5 Wi 74
252
217
192
167
127
107
73 81 68 &8
40
24 21
3
159
137
110 103 104 108
84 87
63 50 53 61 2 56
28 3 20
16.46
13.67
9.15 8.35
6.72 8.20
6,149
5,809 5,725

250

;\'\/ (a4 q;\«
VAV sV

180

148
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v
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India Total

6,457

India Total

4,625

India Total

3,630

India Total

179,338

India Total

Source: RI South Asia Office
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A letter from the RI President and
TRF Trustee Chair on Rotary’s
participation in Covid vaccination

Dear district governors,
In these difficult days, we are so heartened to receive such uplifting reports on the unrelenting efforts of
our Rotary members who have responded in their communities against the Covid-19 pandemic.

Today, the single question we hear time and again as we traverse the virtual world is, “Are we getting
involved with Covid vaccination?” Considering the success and expertise we have gained in our polio
eradication effort, this question is both natural and timely.

The answer is yes. We will have an important role in the months ahead.

This does not mean we will deviate in any way from our avowed commitment to eradicating polio,
which remains our highest priority and will continue to be our only corporate programme. Polio vaccina-
tions and surveillance activities must continue unabated, as must our effort to raise $50 million per year
for this effort.

But as we know, there is a pandemic sweeping the world. The Board of RI and the Trustees of our
Foundation met in joint session and have agreed that we have a role to play.

We ask you, then, to encourage your clubs to:

Utilise Rotary’s knowledge of vaccine safety and efficacy based on our polio eradication experience
to conduct vaccination education and communication outreach in your communities. This will need to be
tailored to local contexts to address unique cultural and regional needs. Your leadership will be critical in
crafting the appropriate messages and strategies.

Engage, where appropriate, with our current polio eradication partners WHO and UNICEF at the
country level to offer Rotary’s support to Covid-19 response activities, including vaccination efforts.

Partner at the local level with governments, corporations and foundations to support Rotary activities
at the country level.

Through hundreds of global grants and projects, Rotary members have demonstrated what we can
accomplish to raise awareness, deliver critical personal protection equipment and provide support for
frontline health workers. As you learn of work being done in your area, please encourage clubs to add to
the more than 3,000 projects already registered on Rotary Showcase (please log in to My Rotary first, and
navigate to Rotary Showcase). We would like to know about them.

We have one final call to action: Help us combat the powerful, growing force of vaccine resistance
and misinformation. Our advocacy in our communities will be critical — we need to spread the message
about the power of vaccines to save lives.

Working together, we have done so much to adapt to the Covid-19 pandemic, to care for our commu-
nities and to prepare Rotarians for the work ahead.

We do this for ourselves and for future generations. We do this as part of our obligation to support our
world as it faces the most significant challenge of this generation.

Thank you.

Holger Knaack KR Ravindran
RI President TRF Chair
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District Wise TRF Contributions as on November 2020

(in US Dollars)

District Annual PolioPlus Endowment Other Total EREY Donors EREY
Number Fund Funds Funds Contributions  (in numbers) %
India
2981 23,438 2,206 5,000 0 30,644 129 2.6
2982 11,156 11,894 20,770 43,060 86,881 51 1.7
3000 16,286 12,764 10 10,800 39,859 36 0.7
3011 (6,826) 7,645 40,450 176,584 217,854 60 1.7
3012 10,606 2,357 0 8,532 21,495 46 1.3
3020 56,198 32,056 5,000 2,726 95,980 130 3.2
3030 9,889 2,284 0 128,275 140,448 47 0.9
3040 3,159 98 0 50 3,307 15 0.7
3053 9,733 404 0 60,668 70,804 27 1.0
3054 69,683 1,617 0 96,779 168,079 253 4.2
3060 33,758 (411) 27,141 57,727 118,215 619 14.2
3070 6,843 100 0 22,596 29,538 60 1.9
3080 17,953 11,908 0 0 29,861 69 2.1
3090 17,978 500 0 (736) 17,742 38 1.7
3100 13,857 252 0 4,224 18,333 17 0.8
3110 11,626 0 0 0 11,626 28 0.8
3120 1,055 1,769 0 (1,769) 1,055 3 0.1
3131 44,536 22,622 109,000 278,823 454,981 250 49
3132 7,453 2,042 0 3,801 13,297 32 1.0
3141 235,065 36,008 40,865 682,417 994,355 435 8.2
3142 109,624 6,923 101 4,693 121,342 312 9.7
3150 22,386 1,838 47,667 23,374 95,764 305 9.2
3160 7,949 5,811 16 0 13,775 29 1.2
3170 10,145 16,649 2,253 112,431 141,479 54 1.0
3181 13,425 2,027 0 7,050 22,501 48 1.4
3182 21,812 4,054 0 7,265 33,131 4 1.3
3190 50,631 17,449 25,000 112,219 205,299 356 71
3201 20,101 18,330 0 128,172 166,604 246 44
3202 27,110 15,762 8,468 20,272 71,613 97 1.8
211 1,137 3,414 0 70,927 75,478 10 0.2
212 14,566 22,351 14 76,733 113,664 17 04
3231 (386) 245 0 (212) (354) 3 0.1
3232 13,226 28,409 2,000 197,280 240,916 97 1.7
3240 41,699 15,347 0 43,955 101,001 118 3.9
3250 7,944 703 0 93 8,741 118 3.2
3261 10,578 1,108 0 2,833 14,520 24 0.9
3262 8,709 2,099 0 0 10,808 29 0.8
3291 9,384 1,467 0 50,950 61,802 30 0.8
India Total 983,986 312,103 333,757 2,432,592 4,062,438 4,279 2.9
3220  sriLanka 58,491 16,930 1,000 15,015 91,436 139 7.3
3271 Ppakistan 1,006 1,035 0 70,091 72,132 0 0.0
3272 Pakistan 18,593 9,890 0 1,063 29,546 93 5.6
3281 Bangladesh 69,485 3,980 29,000 136,397 238,862 327 4.6
3282 Bangladesh 31,611 4,195 0 7,770 43,576 46 1.1
3292 Nepal 80,451 8,563 0 155,123 244,138 1119 22.6
South Asia Total 1,243,623 356,696 363,757 2,818,051 4,782,127 6,003 3.5
World Total 40,560,901 10,051,004 11,030,042 12,299,694 73,941,642

Source: RI South Asia Office
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New year, old
experiences

Sandhya Rao

History is a spinning wheel, the future
lies ever-present in the past.

hen Schindler’s List the
film was released, in 1993,
it created a sensation.

What many don’t know is that the
manner in which this true story was
unearthed by a writer in Australia
is even more sensational. Thomas
Keneally then went on to publish
the book, Schindler’s Ark, in 1992.
I was reminded of Oskar Schindler by
the book I am currently reading: The
Last Train to London by Meg Waite
Clayton, published in September
2019. To quote from the book’s blurb,
it is: ‘...set in the pre-World War II
era, based on the true story of the
Kindertransport rescue of ten thousand
children from Nazi-occupied Europe —
and of one brave woman who helped
them escape.’

This woman is Truus (Geertruida)
Wijsmuller, a Dutchwoman, who dares
to go into Germany over and over again,
crossing its tightly secured borders to
smuggle children out even as countries
across Europe pull down their shutters,
refusing to take in refugees desperate
to escape the Nazi occupation. When
the British government — alone among
many countries — decides to open its
doors to take in child refugees, Tante
Truus — Aunty Truus — steadfastly

72 Gumiif fluyev gereufl 2021

remains true to her efforts to save as
many children as she can despite the
huge dangers her mission involves.
Clayton’s story about this extraor-
dinary woman and her even more
extraordinary efforts is marvellously
told. It’s not just an account of the res-
cue missions, amazing in themselves.
Woven into its fabric is a parallel story,
that of young Stephan Neumann,
whose father is a chocolatier proudly
carrying on the family tradition. His
mother is sick, dying in fact, his little
brother Walter’s best friend is a stuffed

toy called Peter Rabbit, and he himself
is a budding playwright, admirer of
Stefan Zweig, among the most famous
Austrian writers of his time. His fam-
ily is Jewish, cultured and rich, a fact
he’s forced to come to terms with only
when the Anschluss, the takeover of
Austria by Hitler, becomes real. Apart
from the danger his family is put into,
Stephan experiences being ‘distanced’
from his best friend, Zofie-Helene, a
mathematics genius whose mother is
editor of an anti-Nazi newspaper.

Be warned: it’s a slow read because
the fine details take time and attention
to comprehend, the nuances to absorb,
and you begin to realise things you may
not have in all your years of reading
Jewish writers and writings about
the Holocaust. Your heart is in your
mouth when, on numerous occasions,
Truus is called upon to negotiate tricky
situations when crossing the border,
or rather, borders, because there’s the
border out of Germany and there’s the
border into the Netherlands, where she
lives and where she must first take the
children. When she somehow manages
to get visas for the children and the
party of two adults and 30 children
are ready to board the train, she finds
a baby thrust into her arms. ‘Take
her,” the desperate mother tells Truus.
When Nazi soldiers search her boot
for contraband, live and otherwise,
she must maintain a calm exterior
while inside she is trembling like jelly
because three children, little sisters,

are hidden beneath her skirt and the
floorboard of the car. On occasion
she notices just how young these
soldiers are, children themselves,
almost innocent in their loyalty to
the cause of the Third Reich. It
is heartrending when Stephan
discovers that Dieter, a friend
who played so many roles in

his plays, turns against him

and dons the Nazi uniform
without a second’s thought.



He then accompanies soldiers into the
Neumann household to destroy it in a
show of strength. Dieter feels guilty
but his loyalty to Hitler overrides
everything and even as he expresses
concern for Stephan’s mother, he is
desperate to catch Stephan who has
disappeared. You see the tragedy, the
injustice, the cruelty, the pathos, the
exploitation. Everywhere you see
dualities.

The idea of contradictions is bril-
liantly delineated in the style of writing
and the language itself, and seems to
bounce off the characters of Zofie and
Stephan, so different from each other
yet not apart. You not only find your-
self drawn to the story, you stop every
now and then to marvel at the images,
especially the paradox of the real and
the unreal, as in theatre, or the taste
of chocolates, or watching a Jewish
children’s home burning in the snow.
Tante Truus saves countless children;
she herself is childless, having mis-
carried many times. All this surfaces
delicately, like froth that leaves traces
on the lips after they have smacked on
a much-relished milkshake.

How did the author chance upon
this story? From her own child!
Her son was a member of a theatre

group; its director had wanted his
kids to write a play about the
Kindertransport effort since
few people seemed to know
about it. She noticed how silent
her son had become after he had
interviewed some people who had
been so transported. She writes
how the ‘book was inspired by and
is meant to honour Truus Wijsmuller-
Meijer and the children she rescued,
as well as the many people who
made the Kindertransports possible.
I have done my best to remain true
in spirit to the facts of the Anschluss,
Kristallnacht, and the shockingly rapid
change in Vienna society in the few
months between the two, including the
role of the then-young and ambitious
Adolf Eichmann, and the British and
Truus’s efforts to bring about the first
Kindertransport from Austria. But as
this is fiction rather than a history, I
have taken smaller liberties in the
interest of story.’

It is true, though, that most of
the rescued children never saw their
parents again. The Guardian of
November 6, 2018, has an article by
Stephen Moss with a photograph of
Jewish children arriving in London

!

Truus Wijsmuller-Meijer in 1965.

in 1938. The article speaks of an
exhibition opening at the Jewish
Museum in London that featured the
stories of six children who had come
like this to the UK from Germany.
‘I visited each one of them [then in
their 80s and 90s] in their homes
and heard their remarkable, moving,
often tragic testimonies,” writes Moss.
‘Some never saw their parents again;
all suffered the pain of separation;
some were so traumatised they
couldn’t speak of what had happened
to them for decades afterwards — not
even to their children. But in each
the light of defiance, humour and
commitment to life shines through.
And each now goes into schools to
talk to young people about what they
and their parents suffered, testifying
both as an act of remembrance towards
their parents but also as a warning to
the next generation that intolerance,
hatred and scapegoating of minorities
are ever-present threats.’

We know this better than ever
today: that intolerance, hatred and
scapegoating of minorities are
ever-present threats. That even as many
cried ‘never again’ after the holocaust
years, we see history repeating itself
in Kosovo, Bosnia, Chechnya, Sudan,
Sri Lanka, Kashmir, Nagaland, Syria,
Columbia.... In practically every part
of the world we see people turning
against people simply because they
can. History and records tell us that
the mass extermination of Jews was
the result of a carefully planned pol-
icy; orchestrated anti-Jewish violence
was part of what was called ‘the Final
Solution’. We know, too, that history
is an ever-spinning wheel.

That’s why it is important to
read books such as The Last Train To
London — to read and remember the
past, so that we can imagine a future for
our children. So that children will never
need to be separated from their parents
again, even in the name of mercy. B
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On the racks

| nasing
Hutman
Body

The amazing human

body

Author : MYV
Ravikumar

Publisher : Kaveri Trust

Pages 1765399

Acompilation of
interesting facts
about the various organs
and systems of the human
body. Written in simple
English, the book talks
about things that go on in
our bodies, that we have
no idea about as we go
on about our day. Be it
your new found high in
the morning or how many
times your heart beats a
day. It’s easy to forget
how amazing the internal
organs, eyes, or even the
basic building blocks of
life are. This book works
as a gentle reminder on
how fascinating each part
of our body can be.

Stage - 4: Love,
Trauma &
Redemption

Author : Soumya
Mohanty
Publisher : Notion Press

Pages : 27853320

upa, a simple,

beautiful girl in
love with the author, is
diagnosed with stage-four
cancer. Everything comes
to a standstill for the
couple as they begin to
fight the cancer. Written in
an autobiographical mode,
the book talks about love,
life and what it takes to
move on. The author talks
about the struggle of a
couple while dealing with
an exhausting routine
and doing everything it
takes to save the love of
your life. We follow the
couple through their visits
to the doctors, to temples
and the partner waiting
outside the ICU with
hope and despair at the
same time.

Hamnet

Author : Maggie
O’Farrell

Publisher: Tinder Press

Pages  :372;3999

Hamnet is an
imaginative take

on Shakespeare’s love
life ,Agnes, the early
days of their marriage,
and the death of one of
his children due to the
bubonic plague. This

is the story of Agnes

and the emotional and
psychological challenges
of bereavement she faces.
The book takes us back
and forth from 1580 to
1599, the time where
Shakespeare wrote his
play Hamlet. At its heart,
this is a story about

grief and how a mother
finds her way around it.
Interestingly not once
does the author call the
playwright by his name
in this book. The story
includes magical beliefs,
myths and superstitions of
the time.

£

-@G

i
%

PIRANESI

Piranesi

Author : Susanna
Clarke

Publisher : Bloomsbury

Pages : 24553570

Piranesi is alone

and has no great
memories, but curiously
is content inside his big
house, which has endless
halls and countless
rooms. The house and
the world are one and
the same for him. While
birds have built an entire
town for themselves

in the house’s upper
halls, stormy tides flow
through its lower levels.
He wanders the empty
halls and courtyards,
documenting everything
in his journal with
satisfaction. He sustains
himself with catching
fish for food and burning
dried seaweed during
the winters. There is

one other person — a
man called The Other
who visits Piranesi and
needs his help to unravel
a secret knowledge,
revealing terrifying truths
and a world beyond the
labyrinth house.

Compiled by Kiran Zehra
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Community - -_"bheAcreE.ots’
Farming S e

A New Way to R NGRS T DT

Grow Together SAMRUDDHI
FARMS - PALI

A Community Farming Initiative

Great location, Great investment opportunity.
Come join us & be a part of an agricultural society that we co-
developtogether!

Samruddhi Farms is spread over upwards of 300 acres of pristine
agricultural land and overlooks the town of Pali, Raigadh area.
Merely 100km from Mumbai, we offer you a plethora of
professionallymanaged growoptions.

¢ Individual plot holders will be provided membership by
share certificates and possession letters and are

IDEAL FOR transferable.

Theland hereisperfectly suited for farming.

CaSheW N UtS Professional experts will ensure that allaspects of farming

are managed & operated seamlessly. The managing
Teak committee of the society willoversee the operations.

Buildyour own farmhouse

SandaIWOOd Society may promote agro tourism by creating an
o experience of authentic contact withrurallife.
Drumsticks

Generate TAX-FREE agriculturalincome.

® LATIMLIFESTYLE & RESORTS LTD.

201, 2nd Floor, Navkar Plaza, Bajaj Road, Vile Parle (West),
Mumbai - 400056.

Mobile : 9820110539 / 9820772246




