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We welcome your feedback.
Write to the Editor:
rotarynews @rosaonline.org;
rushbhagat@gmail.com.
Mail your project details,
along with hi-res photos, to
rotarynewsmagazine @gmail.com.

Messages on your club/district
projects, information and links on
zoom meetings/webinar should be sent
only by e-mail to the Editor at
rushbhagat @gmail.com
or rotarynewsmagazine @ gmail.com.
WHATSAPP MESSAGES
WILL NOT BE ENTERTAINED.

Click on Rotary News Plus
on our website
www.rotarynewsonline.org
to read about more Rotary projects.
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RID 3262 Santanu Kumar Pani

RID 3291  Prabir Chatterjee

Printed by PT Prabhakar at Rasi Graphics
Pvt Ltd, 40, Peters Road, Royapettah,
Chennai - 600 014, India, and published
by PT Prabhakar on behalf of Rotary News
Trust from Dugar Towers, 3" Flr, 34,
Marshalls Road, Egmore, Chennai 600 008.
Editor: Rasheeda Bhagat.

The views expressed by contributors are
not necessarily those of the Editor or
Trustees of Rotary News Trust (RNT) or
Rotary International (RI). No liability can be
accepted for any loss arising from editorial
or advertisement content. Contributions —
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District Wise TRF Contributions as on September 2021
(in US Dollars)
District Annual PolioPlus  Endowment Other Total
F I N D A c L U B Number Fund Fund Fund Funds  Contributions
India
ANYWHERE IN THE WORLD! 2981 31,354 736 0 151,814 183,904
2982 23,242 867 0 97 24,206
3000 3,630 11 0 1,000 4,640
3011 6,045 3,268 0 48,217 57,531
3012 16,219 3,734 25,041 158,478 203,472
3020 20,822 1,415 6,082 4,620 32,939
3030 11,641 267 15,027 0 26,935
3040 15,546 50 0 5,546 21,142
3053 2,065 200 0 0 2,265
3054 1,802 255 0 151,086 153,144
3060 29,340 149 0 59,607 89,095
3070 6,868 0 0 26,988 33,856
3080 7,006 3,304 0 703 11,013
3090 11,564 0 2,000 0 13,564
3100 6,574 0 0 0 6,574
3110 3,020 0 0 0 3,020
Get Rotary's free Club Locator app 3120 st ! 0 0 7,542
and find a mgating wherever you EE! 3131 149,921 11,202 0 123,724 284,847
3132 8,132 800 5,000 507 14,439
3141 211,066 397 50,000 147,769 409,232
3142 114,462 344 8,145 24 122,975
3150 8,899 3,260 0 4,607 16,765
3160 4,414 423 17,264 0 22,100
3170 23,431 5,437 1,710 9,735 40,312
3181 4,347 30 0 0 4,377
3182 5,342 0 0 0 5,342
3190 42,584 4,728 30,411 0 77,723
3201 25,871 2,220 0 104,601 132,692
3203 14,149 9,948 6,086 132,702 162,884
3204 991 38 0 1,036 2,065
3211 12,280 280 0 10,632 23,193
3212 7,998 218 1,036 588 9,840
3231 5,952 647 0 2,851 9,450
3232 25,463 11,721 16,501 127,160 180,845
3240 15,123 2,123 0 2,597 19,844
3250 2,021 672 1,036 1,685 5,414
TAKE YOUR CLUB IN A 3261 3,645 24 0 0 3,669
NEW DIRECTION 3262 1,643 51 0 0 1,694
Is your club flexible and ready for the future? £ 43’700 1Y022 L 1’1 I ¢ 55’893
NewresuresonStellteclubsPespot Clbs and India Total 935,714 69,840 196,509 1,278,375 2,480,438
Corporate Membership can help you create an experience 3220 SrilLanka 32,132 5,483 1,510 1,000 40,125
R 3071 Pakistan 308 316 0 3,155 3,780
S 3272 Pakistan 12,495 10,23 0 0 22,788
3281 Bangladesh 11,371 2,145 12,000 16,399 41,916
ROtary 3282 Bangladesh 4,595 120 1,000 500 6,215
3292 Nepal 19,715 3,907 0 60,856 84,477
South Asia Total 1,016,330 92,105 211,019 1,360,285 2,679,739
Annual Fund (AF) includes SHARE, Areas of Focus, World Fund and Disaster Response. AF contributions count towards
club annual giving goals and are included in per capita amounts. Source: RI South Asia Office.
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LIFTOTFTF
Houston offers a near-
endless array of stellar
restaurants, museums,
parks, and cultural
attractions. Here are 31
destinations to help launch
your visit.

D

2)

3)

5)

6)

7

8)

Sunny Flea Market
8705 Airline Drive

Crawfish & Noodles
11360 Bellaire Blvd.

Teo Chew Temple
10599 Turtlewood Court

Blood Bros. BBQ
5425 Bellaire Blvd.,
Bellaire

Art Car Museum
140 Heights Blvd.

Lei Low
6412 N Main St.

Mastrantos
927 Studewood St.

The Lancaster Hotel
701 Texas Ave.
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9)

10)

11)

12)

13)

14)

15)

Xochi

1777 Walker St.
Discovery Green
1500 McKinney St.
George R. Brown
Convention Center
1001 Avenida De Las
Americas

8th Wonder Brewery
2202 Dallas St.

Kau Ba

2502 Dunlavy St.
‘Waugh Bridge

Bat Colony

‘Waugh Drive
Buffalo Bayou Park

Cistern
105 Sabine St.

16)

17)

18)

19)

20)

21)

22)

23)

Common Bond Bistro
& Bakery (Montrose)
1706 Westheimer Road

The Menil Collection
1533 Sul Ross St.

Rothko Chapel

3900 Yupon St.
Buffalo Soldiers
National Museum
3816 Caroline St.
Emancipation Park
3018 Emancipation Ave.
Doshi House

3419 Emancipation Ave.
Project Row Houses
2521 Holman St.
Smither Park

2441 Munger St.

24)

25)

26)

27)

28)

29)

30)

31

The Orange Show
2401 Munger St.

Japanese Garden
6000 Fannin St.
Holocaust Museum
Houston

5401 Caroline St.

Hermann Park
6001 Fannin St.

Miller Outdoor Theatre
6000 Hermann Park Drive
Turkey Leg Hut

4830 Almeda Road

Space Center
Houston
1601 E NASA Parkway

Kemah Boardwalk
215 Kipp Ave., Kemah
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Sandhya Rao

Life lessons from the comfort of
friendship between a man and his cat.

here are a few
people in my life
with whom no

conversation is complete
without a discussion about
books: What are you
reading now? Have you
read this one? How did
you like that other one? So,
when I opened a surprise
package the other day, my
response to its contents was
entirely in the spirit of this
relationship.

Normally, I allow
packages to rest for a
couple of days before
ripping them open; this
time that rule was ignored,
don’t-know-why. Inside, to
my utter, utter delight, were
four books: New Kings
of the World: Dispatches

from Bollywood, Dizi,

and K-Pop by Fatima
Bhutto; Holy Cow! An
Indian Adventure by Sarah
MacDonald; Patriots &
FPartisans by Ramachandra
Guha; and Island of a
Thousand Mirrors by
Nayomi Munaweera. The
blurbs made it clear that
each book was unique in
style and theme: ‘a vast
cultural movement. ..
emerging from outside

the Western world. ..

about the new arbiters of
mass culture — India’s
Bollywood films, Turkey’s
soap operas, or dizi, and
South Korea’s pop
music’; ‘Kathy

Lette* meets Tom
Robbins** on a f

slow train to Varanasi with
Bill Bryson*®#* supplying
the onion bhajis... very
very funny’; a collection
of essays defending ‘the
liberal centre against

the dogmas of left and
right...with style, depth
and polemical verve; and
a ‘sweeping yet intimate
saga’ setin a time of a
terrible, divisive civil war.
Such a sweep of voices,
from Pakistan, Australia,
India and Sri Lanka! I
couldn’t have asked for a
better delivery.

However, you’re still in
for a treat: The Travelling
Cat Chronicles by Hiro
Arikawa; but first, the
back story. My sister will
soon celebrate a milestone
birthday and her family
and friends have been
confabulating over what we
can do to make it special
given that she lives in
faraway London and we are
hostage to a pandemic. She
has two pets, Socks and
Diego, who are Norwegian
Forest cats, and animal
lovers will tell you their
pets are human, more than
human. So, any
celebratory \ﬁ.:
activity would
have to

have something ‘cat’chy.
Since she also loves to
read, the first item on the
list was reading material.
Google threw up several
suggestions, among them
Hiro Arikawa. The book
arrived (at my address,
to be sent on later) and I
was so captivated by the
delicate, Japanese-chic
cover, | began reading it
instantly.

I was actually going
to talk about something
else in this column (with
an interesting back story
as well), but Hiro’s
storytelling bowled me
over. Reviewer Lynn
Truss says on the back
cover, ‘Anyone who has
ever unashamedly loved
an animal will read this
book with gratitude, for
its understanding of an
emotion that ennobles
us as human beings,
whether we value it or
not.” Writer Fiona Melrose
says, ‘The uniqueness
of this book is its subtle
yet persistent charm that
insinuates itself into your
heart.” ‘Bewitching and



comforting’ says the
Sunday Telegraph.

The Travelling Cat
Chronicles is all this and
more. Translated from the
Japanese by Philip Gabriel
(and I have no way of
knowing how true it is to
the Japanese), the story
reads the way we generally
perceive Japanese art, and
anything Japanese, really:
simple, spare, aesthetic,
functional, sophisticated to
the point of Zen... The bare
bones of the storyline go
something like this: Satoru
is orphaned as a boy and he
goes to live with his aunt.
He is sad but finds refuge
in a deep love for cats and
the love he receives in
return from them. When
he is older, he rescues a
cat whom he adopts and
names Nana, apparently
Japanese for the number
seven because the cat’s tail
is shaped like a “7°. Then,
one day, Satoru and Nana
set off in a silver van to
visit various of Satoru’s
friends from childhood and
youth, ostensibly to find
Nana a new home because
Satoru can no longer keep
Nana. We don’t know why.
In the process we travel
back and forth between the
past and the present as the

journey takes the

two through different
seasons in different
regions of Japan

meeting the different
kinds of people Satoru’s
childhood friends have
grown up to become.

Each journey and each
encounter bring something
new into the lives of Nana
and Satoru. Through all
this, Nana’s voice reaches
us with its observations and
comments on humans and
life and the experience of
being a cat. The interplay
of human voice and cat
voice reaches to the readers
arich sense of life and
learning with gentle and
affirming affection.

It is a feel-good book
with the sensibility of life’s
immense possibilities. As
you read, you sigh with
agreement, you are moved
to tears, you laugh out
loud. You see what Nana
means when he arches his
back or his fur stands on
end, you understand what
he communicates when he
rubs himself against your
leg, you unravel the whole
dynamic between cats and
dogs and how some people
are dog people and some
are cat people. In other
words, you learn a great

deal about being a cat, or a
dog, and, most definitely,
about being a human being.
For instance, there’s
a passage about them
coming across horses in
a field, so they stop to
look at them. Satoru says:
‘Look, they’re watching
us, Nana’. And Nana says:
Not just watching but
carefully checking us out.
They wanted to see if we
were a danger to them. If
we had been close enough
for them to realize we
were just a human and a
cat, they would have been
relieved. Given their size,
I didn’t think they needed
to worry. But animals
have an instinct. Whatever
their size, horses are grass
eaters, and grass eaters
have a long history of being

*According to Goodreads, Kathy Letter divides her time being a fulltime writer,
demented mother and trying to find a shopping trolley that doesn’t have a
clubbed wheel. **Tom Robbins’ novels are complex, often wild stories with
strong social undercurrents, a satirical bent, and obscure details. ***According
to Wikipedia, Bill Bryson writes on travel, the English language, science and
other nonfiction books.

hunted by meat eaters.
This makes them timid and
skittish. On the other hand,
we cats may be small, but
we’re hunters. And hunters
are fighters. We’re on our
guard, too, with creatures
we don’t know, but when
it comes to a fight, we’re
more than willing to face
up to animals much
bigger than us. That’s
why when dogs meddle
with cats for fun, they
end up whimpering, their
tails between their legs.
A dog ten times our size?
Bring it on!

There’s mystery too
because we don’t know
why Satoru wants to give
Nana away. Every time
Satoru tries to give Nana
away, something happens
and he doesn’t, much to the
relief of both. This melody
plays right through the
book, through all the events
described and scenarios
painted. That’s the word.
The book, at one level, is
like a delicate watercolour
painting depicting the
reality of the landscape
that’s being traversed but
exuding a magical aura
at every turn. By the time
you reach the end of the
novel, you are filled with a
sense of peace in an ever-
expanding space.

As a bookseller from
Waterstones, a well-known
chain of book stores, says:
“This is the book I am
giving everyone.’

The columnist is a
children’s writer and
senior journalist.
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‘Explore the ‘Heritage sites & Ancient Temples

Plan. & make your <visit a memorable one

SPECIAL DAY TRIP FOR SPOUSES

Mahabalipuram

Local Site Seeing
10:00 am to 1:00 pm

Soturday: 11.12.21

Puducherry

Aurobindo Ashram
Beach, Auroville
10:00 om to 5:00 pm
Saturday: 11.12.21

Kanchipuram

Kamakshi Amman Temple
Kanchipuram 5ilk House
10:00 am to 5:00 pm
Soturday: 11.12.21

POST INSTITUTE TRIP TO TIRUPATHI

Start Date & Time Return Date & Time

13.12.2021 (Monday) | 13.12.2021 (Monday)
5:00 am from 9:00 pm to Chennai
Mahabalipuram

CHAIR MMMs OFFICE SECONDARY SUPPORT
PRIMARY SUPPORT Rtn Pavithra: +91 - 91599 90345

Rtn Sareesh Agarwal: +91 - 90255 05051 Rtn Afroze :+91 - 765029 77555
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e Register today at
convention.rotary.org

Rotary at a glance
Rotary clubs ;36,922
Rotaract clubs : 10,609
Interact clubs : 16,673
RCCs . 11,875

Rotary members : 1,196,404
Rotaract members: 227,177
Interact members : 383,479

As on October 18, 2021

RI
District
2981
2982
3000
3011
3012
3020
3030
3040
3053
3054
3060
3070
3080
3090
3100
3110
3120
3131
3132
3141
3142
3150
3160
3170
3181
3182
3190
3201
3203
3204
3211
3212
3231
3232
3240
3250
3261
3262
3291
India Total
3220
3271
3272
3281
3282
3292
S Asia Total

Membership Summary

Rotary
Clubs

131
76
135
124
131
77
96
102
67
183
111
123
97
89
104
134
90
139
90
117
103
113
76
137
86
84
158
152
91
61
145
143
97
152
101
106
90
122
167
4,400
76
129
161
303
175
153
5,397

No of

Rotarians

6145
3551
5350
4620
4122
4676
5073
2639
2747
7411
5155
3289
4113
2279
2351
3678
3616
5477
3604
6360
3681
4138
2461
6092
3418
3401
6768
5924
4701
1971
4778
5246
3671
7493
3541
3955
3169
4092
4130
168,886
2364
2110
1963
8128
3995
6039
193,485

‘Women
Rotarians (%)

7.70
7.24
9.21
27.12
27.05
7.31
15.04
14.70
16.67
20.36
15.00
15.66
13.20
4.26
11.27
11.01
16.48
23.79
10.90
27.01
20.57
13.07
6.79
14.43
8.86
9.73
18.44
9.20
8.10
6.09
7.81
12.68
8.12
17.00
15.90
19.97
18.52
14.37
23.22

16.41
16.92
17.17
18.95
11.86
17.25

Rotaract
Clubs

40
46
89
70
64
29

116
48
31

102
62
38

128
37
10
14
60

105
31

134
78
75
14
82
33
42

153
98
72
17

7
74
28

112
59
63
14
65

133

2,473
86
91
64

263
196
167

3,340

52
98
259
117
76
166
237
81
48
175
70
23
157
46
19
17
31
227
122
177
137
135
20
238
194
124
201
87
233
2
24
204
81
212
405
73
23
48
95
4,754
131
134
21
147
47
127
5,361

Interact
Clubs

As on October 1, 2021

RCC

234
71
213
36
61
350
362
196
118
563
147
59
115
123
146
106
55
131
165
102
80
118
82
171
115
104
70
61
36
13
133
153
419
99
216
185
44
86
647
6,185
75
24
47
208
47
127
6,713

Source: RI South Asia Office
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KE YOUR AMBITIONS

A REALITY.

IIS (deemed to be University), Jaipur

Offers a range of Undergraduate, Postgraduate & Professional Programmes

It has been highly effective in helping students achieve successful careers.

ASPIRE. ACHIEVE.
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Gurukul Marg, SFS, Mansarovar, Jaipur-302020
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