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FRANCHISOR BEST EDUCATION
OF THE BRANDS IN
YEAR PRE-K CATEGORY
Franchise Award 2022 Economic Times
Best Education Brands 2022
Euro ~ Kids

Right Start, Flying Start!

The Right Start,
Flying Start

To A Successful
Preschool Franchise

Join hands with India's Leading
Pre-School Network

Why invest in a preschool franchise?

e ¥ @ 4

Intelligent Great A massive Preschools
investment work-life balance untapped market are arising trend

Get Started With Your
Own Preschool Franchise

Investment of 12-15 lakhs* Long Term Vision
Investment amount varies depending A business with sustained returns
upon the size (2500 sa. ft.) of the provided one has a long-term

pre-school and the city vision towards the venture

Connect with us
® 1800-209-5656 www.eurokidsindia.com
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We welcome your feedback.Write to the Editor: rotarynews @rosaonline.org;
rushbhagat @gmail.com. Mail your project details,
along with hi-res photos, to rotarynewsmagazine @gmail.com.

Messages on your club/district projects, information and links on zoom meetings/
webinar should be sent only by e-mail to the Editor at
rushbhagat@gmail.com or rotarynewsmagazine @gmail.com.
WHATSAPP MESSAGES WILL NOT BE ENTERTAINED.

Click on Rotary News Plus on our website
www.rotarynewsonline.org to read about more Rotary projects.
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Membership Summary As on August 1, 2022 (Interim)

RI Rotary No of ‘Women Rotaract Interact

° ' District Clubs Rotarians Reotarians (%) Clubs Clubs 18

ROtarlanS " 2981 135 6,656 7.84 63 55 240

. oy . 77 3,400 ] 47 98 73
Visiting Chennai 2982 08

for busi o 3000 132 5,257 9.44 99 306 214

OF DUSINESS < 3011 119 4,484 27.23 78 121 36

Looking for a 3012 148 3,688 23.18 71 83 61

3030 98 5,149 15.09 126 358 380

3040 111 2,602 14.41 57 84 183

3053 74 2,931 17.30 36 51 127

3054 169 6,930 20.25 109 195 571

3060 105 4,841 15.04 65 80 151

3070 122 3,155 15.69 48 55 59

3080 107 4,290 12.96 147 207 117

3090 101 2,511 6.77 46 109 162

3100 100 2,129 9.77 14 28 151

3110 148 3,738 11.66 14 24 106

3120 90 3,693 16.76 66 34 55

Use our air-conditioned Board 3131 143 5,457 23.93 120 244 143

Room with a seating capacity 3133 = T Ch ™ 16 T

of 16 persons at the office of > :

the Rotary News Trust. 3141 108 5,815 25.90 144 189 107

3142 103 3,753 21.26 84 144 86

. 3150 110 4,287 13.30 144 149 119

Tariff: 3160 78 2,736 10.01 30 20 82

32,500 for 2 hours 3170 145 6,370 15.24 99 262 176

bl Mot 3181 87 3418 9.57 35 198 116

21,000 for every additional hour 3182 38 3556 9.8 45 132 105

3190 163 6,585 19.09 204 273 72

Phone: 044 42145666 3201 164 6,354 9.82 126 104 87

e-mail: rotarynews @rosaonline.org 3003 94 4709 788 74 234 37

3204 73 2,484 8.98 23 32 13

3211 155 5,123 8.55 7 28 133

3212 128 4,793 11.60 83 292 153

ROtary ata glance 3231 94 3,414 7.88 34 99 417

3232 172 7,551 18.88 132 233 100

Rotary clubs : 36,953 3240 108 3,653 16.64 67 412 226

3250 103 3,895 21.36 66 77 186

Rotaract clubs : 11,404 3261 55 3,289 T 7 o 24

Interact clubs . 18,507 3262 129 4,185 14.96 76 652 273

3291 159 4,029 24.75 137 103 674

RCCs : 12,411 India Total 4,573 170,997 2,995 6,228 6,628

Rotary members : 1,184,996 3220 72 1,992 15.56 95 144 76

3271 133 2,895 17.03 152 186 25

Rotaract members: 206,175 1970 161 1,740 e 70 = e

Interact members : 425,661 3281 309 8,915 18.38 279 156 207

3282 180 3,649 10.66 202 49 47

As on August 18, 2022 3292 153 5,853 17.87 176 140 131

S Asia Total 5,509 194,049 3,874 6,781 7,085

Source: RI South Asia Office
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Governors Council

RID 2981 Selvanathan V

RID 2982 Saravanan P

RID 3000 | Jerald

RID 3011  Ashok Kantoor

RID 3012 Dr Lalit Khanna

RID 3020 Bhaskar Ram V

RID 3030 Dr Anand A Jhunjhunuwala
RID 3040 Jinendra Jain

RID 3053 Rajesh Kumar Chura

RID 3054 Dr Balwant S Chirana

RID 3060 Shrikant Balkrishna Indani
RID 3070 Dr Dushyant Choudhary
RID 3080 Kalta VP

RID 3090 Gulbahar Singh Retole
RID 3100 Dinesh Kumar Sharma
RID 3110 Pawan Agarwal

RID 3120 Anil Agarwal

RID 3131 Dr Anil Lalchand Parmar
RID 3132  Rukmesh Pannalalji Jakhotiya
RID 3141 Sandip Agarwalla

RID 3142 Kailash Jethani

RID 3150 Talla Raja Sekhar Reddy
RID 3160 Vommina Naga Satish Babu
RID 3170 Venkatesh H Deshpande
RID 3181 N Prakash Karanth

RID 3182 Dr Jayagowri Hadigal

RID 3190 Jeetendra Aneja

RID 3201 Rajmohan Nair S

RID 3203 B Elangkumaran

RID 3204 V'V Pramod Nayanar

RID 3211 K Babumon

RID 3212 Muthu VR

RID 3231 Palani JKN

RID 3232 Dr. Nandakumar N

RID 3240 Kushanava Pabi

RID 3250 Sanjeev Kumar Thakur
RID 3261 Shashank Rastogi

RID 3262 Pravudutta Subudhi

RID 3291 Ajoy Kumar Law

Printed by PT Prabhakar at Rasi Graphics
Pvt Ltd, 40, Peters Road, Royapettah,
Chennai - 600 014, India, and published
by PT Prabhakar on behalf of Rotary News
Trust from Dugar Towers, 3 Flr, 34,
Marshalls Road, Egmore, Chennai 600 008.
Editor: Rasheeda Bhagat.

The views expressed by contributors
are not necessarily those of the Editor
or Trustees of Rotary News Trust (RNT)
or RI. No liability can be accepted
for any loss arising from editorial or
advertisement content. Contributions
is welcome but will be edited. Content
can be reproduced with permission and
attributed to RNT.
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District Wise TRF Contributions as on July 2022-23 (Interim)
Advertise in (in US Dollars)
Rotary NEWS District Annual PolioPlus  Endowment Other Tt?tal .
Number Fund Fund Fund Funds Contribution
India
2981 4,229 127 0 625 4,981
2982 3,714 987 1,000 1,413 7,114
3000 1,706 1,361 0 0 3,067
3011 3,589 0 0 41,494 45,083
3012 23 0 0 21,715 21,739
3020 1,457 160 0 0 1,617
3030 4,697 30 0 1,050 5,778
Tariff 3040 1,818 154 0 3,607 5,579
Back cover 21.00.000 3053 15,254 0 0 0 15,254
Inner Front Cover 360,000 o 1,635 0 0 0 ECeD
3060 2,292 25 0 0 2,317
Inner Back Cover 260,000 3070 125 100 0 2,350 2575
Inside Full Page 330,000 3080 2869 0 0 0 2 869
Half Page 320,000 3090 1,000 0 0 0 1,000
Specifications 3100 6,751 0 0 0 6,751
17 x 25 cm Full page 3110 38 0 2,025 242,000 244,063
17 x 12 cm Half page 3120 0 0 0 0 0
. . 3131 29,961 205 22,785 72,618 125,569
Advertisements in colour only
3132 4,858 300 25,000 0 30,158
Phone: 044 42145666 3141 141,272 27,200 1,000 1,620 171,092
e-mail: rotarynews @rosaonline.org 3142 31,933 1,000 0 25 32,958
3150 3,427 1,109 0 0 4,536
3160 797 1,000 0 0 1,797
3170 3,629 2,308 506 0 6,444
FI N D A c LU B 3181 24,862 0 25 0 24,887
3182 622 253 0 0 875
W 3190 4,808 0 0 735 5,543
3201 13,618 225 0 251,053 264,896
3203 445 348 0 11,522 12,316
3204 1,220 0 0 152 1,372
3211 37,298 0 0 1,049 38,348
3212 6,433 6,358 0 31,646 44,436
3231 31,874 14,217 30,886 525 77,502
3232 12,845 1,454 0 695 14,994
3240 7,063 6,073 1,000 0 14,136
3250 1,699 25 0 0 1,724
3261 290 13 0 0 303
3262 422 0 0 0 422
3291 12,703 0 15,033 0 27,736
: India Total 423,279 65,031 99,261 685,895 1,273,466
Use Rotary's free 3020 SriLanka 75 0 0 0 75
Club Locator and find a 3271 Pakistan 25 0 0 250 275
meeting wherever you go! 3272  Pakistan 200 0 0 5,000 5,200
3281 Bangladesh 2,306 181 0 3,492 5,980
3282 Bangladesh 325 0 0 2,806 3,131
WWW. rotary.org/cl ublocator 3292 Nepal 1,984 525 0 4,068 6,577
South Asia Total 428,194 65,737 99,261 701,512 1,294,704
Annual Fund (AF) includes SHARE, Areas of Focus, World Fund and Disaster Response.
Source: RI South Asia Office.
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'+ VALUE BASED.
ACTIVITY DRIVEN
EDUCATION.

Scholarships for the Meritorleus Students » Rellef for the Children of COVID-13 Warriors E
Ll

Excellent Track Record of Placements.
Approved under Section 2{f)of tha UGC Adl, 1956

A Mol with Hanyang University, South Horea & 5t. Cloud State University, USA for itudent/Faculty Exchange and Joint Research. & Mol with TCS for Technical Collaboration. A Mol with NRDC
(Ministry of Sclence & Technology lor transfar of technolagy 1o industry. 7 Maell vith NCS55 (National Cybar Safety and Security Standards) for Technical Collaboration. A Moll with Tata Power
Led. for Technical Codlaboratlon. A Agr with CISCO Metwork Academy. Agreementwith Bosch indla. A Mol with Micrasofi Corporation (indla) Pvi. Lid, for Technical Collatoration. A Mol
with IBM far Technical Collaboration. 7 Mol with Red Hat for Technical Collaboraton. A Apple Authorised Training Centre Agreement for Education, 7 Mol with Mitsublshl Electic indla. 7 Mol
with ICT Academy 7 Moll with Mahatma Gandhl Matlonal Council of Rural Educafion (IMGNCRE) Government of indla, Ministry of Education, 7 Mall with Impetus Technology indla Pt Ltd. for
Technical Collaboration. Moll with Manmade Textiles Reseanch Assoclation (MANTRA) for Technical Collaboration A Fees Structure IS app d by the G nent of Medhya Pradesh.
A Ranked jeintly by Innevation cell of the Minlstry of Education (Government of breila) and A CTE I Top 50 Most Preferred Instituticons in 2021,
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Compider Sciance Enginearing/
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?ETEMIM Ernglmgwkum?g : lmmum'w Compuiies Applicatiors (PGDCA)
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Electranics and Computer Sclence Engingaring! fﬂ:ﬂm‘:lﬂmnw T
Edacirical Enginearing (Solsr Enetgy-Tain Powar)/
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Enginesting/Elsctronscs and Communicalicn
Engineoring/EC (Intémed of Things) |
ME [Artifical intelligence & Maching Laaming '
CE [Artificial Intalligonce & Maching Laaming )/
ECE (Arificial Iniefsgenco & kT) Electronics mnd
Instrumantation Engmesing Instrumentaton &
Conérol Enginnaring’ Machanical Enginaering/
Machanicat Enginearing (Plant Enginearing-
Tala Powar)yMechatronics /Railway Engmesring!
Robotics and Aulomalion

M. Tech. i2years)

Civil {Geplechnical Engneening) (Civil (Streclurnl
EngineeringWCivil (Transportation Emnginescng) /
Civil {Waler Resounces Enginsoning) |

Digital Communication/Digal Instrumantation
Embedded Sysiam & VLS| designMachanical
[Thewrmnal and Dasign Enginearing ¥Power
Electronica/Power Sysiem Renowable Energyl
Virtual Instrumentation Consiruchion Technokgy

M. Tech. 2 ysers) Tostile Enginearing
B.Sc. Oiyears) Fashion Dasign
Diploma Program ()

Toxtle Engnsaring

FORENSIC SCIENCE

B.5c. (Hons.) Hyeas)

Digaal & Cybad Forensics

B.Sc. Oy

Forensis Boianced Foransic Paychology
M.Sc. Qyesrs} Formnic Science!
Forensic Psychology! Cyber Forensica
MA./ MSc, {@ye) Crminology
Dusal Degres Program

342 prars)

Gamand & Fashion Technology! Taxtile Enginaering

& Managemaend/ Automation 8 Robobics
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B.Tech. e M.Des, @yesad orior Dasign
Emwwg Gnmm;m;imn Erglnwm'rcs B.Plan. (dyears)

mpules Scance uniress Sysienms- | ¥ ;
Compuier Scionca Engineering/CSE (Mobile M.Plan. @y (Uhban Planning)
Applicationa}-Appla (AATCEY CSE (Arbficial Dual Degree Program

intaligence - IEM) CSE [Big Data Anslytica-2BMY
CSE [Blg Datn and Clowd Engineering- Impetus)
CSE (Cloud and Mobile Computing - [BM) CSE
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Inilerics Dealgn! Produc Desigrn/

e A GEENT
rexd haat) [ tack Devalopman
Bipckehain- IBMFCSE (Inforrmaton and Cyber MBA @pearst
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ol Things-IEM)
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Management-MGHNCRE! Haspilad & Henlthcam
Marnagement! Marketing/ Heman Resourcal

Compulis Scnce Engnaeng /Computer Firancs
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Dual Degroe Programs BBA {H'DI'IE.} o
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Campuier Sciencs Enginearing/Compuiler BBA (Fintech) Bysas)
Scisnce Enginearing (Big Data Analybica) BBA (Rural) Bywami

Entreprenaurship’ Inlematsional Business! Media

Dual Degres Programs
BBA + MBA  (s+t2years
Maskating HRF Oparaticns
FinsschRural MansgemontMGNcRe  BoA. s
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Open to Enginecring Graduades only. o000 Prasicat Sciancel tnthropology!
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COMMUMICATION MA/ MSc, @y
M.A, (2ysarid Psychology! Appled Paychaogy!
Joumnalism and Mass Communication/ . Clnical Peychology! Counseling
Hiri Jourmaksm Paychology’ English Literatue/ Sockalogy
Diaral Dagres Pragram Economics! Education’ Anthopaiogy!

BA. .+ MA. OC#ynmd Rﬂlury-Fulni;;;?:?

Duzal Degres
Joumalism and Mass Communication

B.Lib & L.Sc. + M.Lib &[.5c. f#tyear)
FINE ARTS O Year Advanced Diploma is French

BFA ysars) Painting/ Animation  COMMERCE
MFA 2ysars) Painting Animation B.Com EH’ﬂ“SJ 4 yoars)

AGRICULTURE B.Com @yea

BSL (HGHS.] t-l,ﬂl.! Amm %memﬁw& Ptain
Db M.Com @years

Ganelics and Flant Breeding / E%:;::?E:m o2 yenis)

Entomology /Plant Pathology!
Sail Science & Agricultural Chemistry! B Com + MBA B years)

Agronomy! Horficulture (Fruit Sclenca)f

SOCIAL SCIENCES,
HUMANITIES AND ARTS

LAW

Horiculiure (Vegelabie Sclance)

Si.:||£r~|LEa{=_m;I LL.B (Hons.) Byess
B.5c. @yeamd LLM @years)

Physical Chamisiry Mathsl Business Law! Criminm Lany
Life Sclapce! Compuler Schncal LLM 11 yeart

Biatochnology' Electronics/ (Businass Law, Crminal Lew Human Rights)
Instrumentotion/ Statistics! Economics  Infagrated Programs (5 yar)

B.5c. (Hons.) tysand BALLB (Hons.)

NS e e B.B.ALLB (Hons)
pﬁ;,“'-_;J Chirmestry! Maths! B.Com.LLB {HD“S}
Eraronmental Sciencd Analybeal HOME SCIENCE
Chomistry/Biolachnoigy M.Sc, (2years) Food & Marition
Dual Dagires Program Trual Durgron Pragram

B.Sc. + M.Sc, G+2yen) B.Sc.+ M.Sc, B+2year) Food & Mutrition
Phiysics/ Chemistry/ Mathe/ Stalistics pARAMEDICAL SCIENCES®

COMPUTER APPLICATIONS  Bachoior Medical Lab. Technician (5 ysars)
BCA Gyears) Big Data Analytics-Hik DIPLOMA PROGRAMS 2 years)
X Rad Technicun
M.Sc. (@) Compuler Scance H;?:Ifl;al Lﬁ?ﬁr:mu':hm Lab,
MCA years) Barking Technology Techaician/ Dialysés Tochnician
Dalraim: Ralraction’ Opl
MCA Gwnd S o i
Yoga/ Naturopathy
BCA+MCA e2yeans) FACULTY OF DOCTORAL
BCA+MCA 2yl STUDIES & RESEARCH Gyesrs)
Banking Technalogy #dl Saats of Ph. [ pragram Rave boon [led up

Teaching Assistanceship (TA) of 712,400 (Rupees Twelve Thousand Four
Hundred Only) for all GATE Qualified Candidates admitied in 02 years full | will be hald on Soptember 11, 18, 3022, The seats in various programs will ba filled on ihe basis
tima M. Tech Program, subject to MHROUGCIAICTE Guidelines. of proscribed Testa/SVET-2002. *Sulject 1o approval of concamed Regulatory Authority

__’Fur details, visit: @ www.svwv.edu.in 8 ad mission@swv.e:iu.'ll’
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The The Shaibw of & [ogeng’

DILIP KUMAR

On the racks

In the shadow of a
legend: Dilip Kumar

Author : Faisal Farooqui
Publisher: Om International
Pages : 186; 3439

s an ardent Dilip Kumar fan,

I was extremely excited to
know that a book about the “ulti-
mate method actor” as Satyajit
Ray called the legend, was out
just within a year of his death.
I greedily laid my hands on In the

i i

FAISAL FARDOGUN

shadow of a legend: Dilip Kumar
written by his long time adoring fan and spokesperson
Faisal Farooqui, to get an additional insight into the man...
beyond his fascinating biography/autobiography Dilip
Kumar: The Substance and the Shadow, written by the
film journalist Udaya Tara Nayan and published in 2014.

Call it sad or ironic, it is the author’s excessive admi-
ration and awe for the man that comes in the way of the
narrative being interesting or gripping. And most of the
text descends to fawning admiration and mere hero wor-
ship of the man. But if as a reader you are willing to set
aside these flaws, and are a real fan of that mesmerising
charmer, that drop dead gorgeous pathan from Peshawar,
you need to have a copy of this book in your library. For
Faisal does give us some interesting and intimate anec-
dotes from the actor’s life, which make him come through
as the endearing human being that he was... that doting
friends like Dharmendra talk about.

Read this book to find out how a great and established
actor like Dilip would make time to inaugurate a random
dermatologist’s clinic, attend a wedding, or any other
event, just because he had promised he would do so. “This
inspired trust, respect, honour and faith in his word.”

There are many gems in this book which talk about
the mega star’s passion for reading all kinds of books,
his love for literature and poetry, the earnest role and
hard work he put into developing Jogger’s Park in
Mumbai, and also his sheer joy in discovering the eternal
melody ‘Ae mere dil kahi aur chal’ on YouTube on the
author’s phone.

Samaaj, Sarkaar, Bazaar

Author . Rohini Nilekani
Publisher : Rohini Nilekani
Pages 1 264

Free download/Private distribution

I n this book, the focus is on the ‘citizen-first” approach
when it comes to either society, government or the
markets, as the author sums up her varied experiences
in the civic sector over three decades. In this collection
of her articles, speeches and experiences, she recalls the
setting up of a public charitable trust Nagarik in 1992,
for ensuring safe roads. That initiative crashed “because
we were unable to sustain a momentum of citizen interest
and involvement,” she says.

But over the years, her journey as a philanthropist
evolved; she joined the board of the Ashoka Trust, a
not-for-profit trust for the environment. She went on
to co-found one of the best educational ventures for
underprivileged children by funding Pratham Books “to
democratise the joy of reading”. Watching children’s
eyes light up when a good storybook is put into their
hands gave her immense pleasure. A journalist by pro-
fession, Rohini Nilekani was now referred to as a “‘social
entrepreneur”” and in 2005, when she got “‘some serious
money” through the sale of her Infosys shares, she put
it all into Arghyam to support the water sector in India.

As she expresses deep concern on the degradation
of the environment, depleting water resources and a
plethora of problems faced by citizens, the author says
they will have to demand good governance, by coming
out of “lackadaisical attitude towards governance prac-
tices”. Only a strong samaaj will be able to get the desired
results. A must read for those who believe in self-help
through activism, struggle and belief.

Compiled by Rasheeda Bhagat
Designed by Krishnapratheesh S
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Goan
Rhapsody

N,
Sandhya Rao

For all its massive size, the
most recently named winner
of the International Booker
Prize is perfectly offset by its
light-weight, quirky writing.

onkani writer Damodar
Mauzo’s stories
gently lead the reader
eep into a world of
real experiences — multilingual,
multicultural, multireligious — laced
with irony.
If you are looking for a quick
read that’s easy yet mindful, pick
up The Wait and Other Stories by
Damodar Mauzo, translated from
Konkani by Xavier Cota. Although
the book had been bought a while
ago, I studiously avoided reading
reviews of it until I had finished
reading it myself. I had, many years
ago on a week-long visit to Goa,
been introduced to Mauzo through
his Sahitya Akademi Award-winning

novel, Karmelin. Hence the excite-
ment of self-discovery.

The path-breaking Karmelin,
which I read in English translation
by Vidya Pai, recounts the story of
a woman who takes up a maid’s
position with a rich family in the
Gulf in order to escape from her
tribulations at home and for possible
financial security. Like a lot of
translations, this one too was not
‘smooth’ reading in the way, for
instance, Tomb of Sand (see last
month’s Worldsworld) is. But the
storytelling is gripping and the story a
glorious examination of truth. When I
read The Wait, there was an epiphany
of sorts regarding translations. It
felt like walking on a pebbly beach
where the sound of water leaving
the shore produces a tinkling sound.
The comparison is, of course, with
a sandy beach where the sound that
dominates is the soft or loud whoosh
of the waves.

To clarify: Tomb of Sand has
been translated brilliantly; you
never feel the burden of translation,
it reads like an original. Here and
there, however, some words and
phrases have been used that an
Indian speaker/writer
of English would
almost never use.
Since a friend has
borrowed my copy
of the book, I cannot
substantiate this with an
example. You may have
read or heard the phrase
‘in back’ in an ‘English’
book or in conversation
with an American. Indians
would probably say ‘in the
back’. Or, to give you a more
common example: ‘Can I have
the check please’ as against
‘Can I have the bill please’. That is to
say, translations, even the truest ones,
invariably reflect the language of the

The Wait is a collection
of 14 short stories, each
quite different from
the other, reflecting the
pluralistic character of

Goan/Indian society.

translator. Hence the ‘English-ness’
of Tomb of Sand and the ‘Konkani-
ness’ of Karmelin and The Wait.

I will not try to explain further;

I leave it to you to observe keenly the
next time you read a translated work.
The Wait is a collection of 14

short stories, each quite different
from the other, reflecting the
pluralistic character of Goan/Indian
society. In it you will meet all
kinds of characters in all kinds of
situations. You catch a glimpse of
what lies beneath the surface and
begin to understand the underlying
social criticism in a gentle narrative.
There’s a taxi driver who
calls himself Yasin,
Austin, Yatin, depending
upon who he is driving
at the time. There’s a
little girl who suffers
pangs of conscience
because she shared a
nonvegetarian burger
with her vegetarian
friend. There’s a
‘gentleman’ thief,
and a man hung
up on external
beauty who
cannot bear the
deterioration of those attributes.
We see attachment, cowardice,
one-sided love, power games,
daydreams and night dreams...
reading these stories you understand



that Mauzo is a keen observer of
life and emotions, and we all know
that life and emotions are a
pretty complex business. The
stories touch upon all of this
in a seemingly simple way
and leave you reflecting
upon them long after the
story has ended. In other
words, the story in the
book has ended, but
the story in the life
described continues.
The references to
current events only
strengthen this
notion.

So, who is Damodar Mauzo?
He is the latest winner, the 57%, of
India’s oldest and highest literary
honour, the Jnanpith Award, for
‘outstanding contribution towards
literature’, and only the second
Konkani writer after Ravindra
Kelekar to earn it. He lives in
Majorda village, Goa, and has
been writing for about 50 years. He
says, ‘I think I am a writer because
I am a good reader.” Thanks to
observations made by Mauzo in an
interview with Arti Das published
in Firstpost recently, I came to
know that the Konkani script is
mired in controversy. Valerian
Rodriguez, in an August 2013
article in EPW, writes, ‘Konkani is
a unique language. It is probably
the only language in India which is
written in five scripts — Roman,
Nagari, Kannada, Persian-Arabic
and Malayalam — with credible
oral and written literature in each of
them.” In this connection, Mauzo
says, “‘When we are speaking about
the script, it usually gets associated
with identity and then it gets
political. The script is not identity,
language is.’

Rodriguez points out that ‘For
many Konkani lovers emotionally

attached to the language, the
script controversy endangers the
impressive strides the language
movement has made in

i.e., a separate
political identity
for Goa which was

by the Central Sahitya
Akademi in 1975; the
recognition of Konkani
as the official language
of administration for Goa

in 1987; and the inclusion
of Konkani in the Eighth
Schedule of the Constitution,
which lists the major national

languages, in 1992.” Those interested

in this issue, do please look up the
article.

In the Firstpost interview,
Mauzo says of his believable
delineations of female
characters, ‘I believe
that within me there
are my father and
my mother. Also, I
was more attached
to my mother while
growing up. Probably
that’s why I may be
in a better position
to understand their
situation.” And about
creativity and the growing threat to
freedom of expression, he says, ‘I
feel now that the responsibility of
the writer is increased. Literature
is also a reflection of the times
we live in. A writer must ask
questions, and raise issues, and
for that, there is no need to be
aggressive about it. One can do it
subtly and more responsibly. I hope
that in times to come the people
who are opposing such things
will realise that was nothing wrong
with it.”

the last fifty years,

achieved in 1967; the
recognition of Konkani

Damodar Mauzo

This little extract from ‘Burger’
reveals much of Mauzo’s genius:

‘...Daddy returned home for
lunch, it being a half-day. Mummy
immediately told him, “Ever since
she gave beef to her Hindu friend,
Irene has been moping.”

‘Daddy laughed. “Never mind,
Irene. Since you have defiled her,
now we’ll have to find her a nice
Catholic boy and marry her off!”

‘Irene could not fathom
whether her father was serious or
just pulling her leg. She thought
of asking him directly but got up
instead and silently went inside.

‘So she had defiled Sharmila.
But what she actually done? The
word “defile” has a stink to it. To
say that she had defiled her meant
that she had spoiled her. Daddy
said we had to find a Catholic
groom and marry her off. As if
we can do this! Marriage has to
be a question of
one’s own choice.
Daddy himself says
that the days of
parents searching
for partners for
their girls are over.
And in books,
too, we read the
same thing. Poor
Sharmila! Irene
hoped nothing bad
would happen to her.’

The world of The Wait is
multicultural, multireligious,
multilingual. It is filled with
events and flavoured with a gamut
of emotions. It’s a real world of
sounds, smells, tastes and images.
I savoured every one of the
stories with delight. I invite you
to do the same. You will not be
disappointed.

The columnist is a children's
writer and senior journalist
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The ROTARY ACTION PLAN

INCREASE
OUR ABILITY
TO ADAPT

A CONVERSATION WITH
NICKI SCOTT

“We can achieve
harmony and
amplify the
sound if we all
play the same
tune instead of a
staccato selection
of solos.”



Learn what your club can do at
rotary.org/actionplan

Q. Why is increasing our ability to adapt one of
the priorities of the Action Plan?

NICKI: Everyone, and every organization,

is looking to make a greater societal impact.
It's an enormous opportunity for Rotary to be
a thought leader and a sought-after partner.
But if we want to lead in a time of accelerating
change, we need to become — and to be

seen as — more agile and relevant.

Q. What are the challenges?

NICKI: As an organization, we're very
fragmented and hierarchical. We have rules,
officers, titles, and committees instead of teams.
The more administrative layers you have, the
more removed you are from the actual work.

We need to look at leadership as something
anyone at any age can own. You don't need 40
years of experience before you can significantly
contribute. Remember, Paul Harris was only 36
when he started Rotary.

Q. Where are you seeing opportunities?

NICKI: BEefore the pandemic, a large percentage
of Rotary members didn‘t really think or see
beyond their club. They didn't have a sense

of themselves as a global network of change-
makers. During the pandemic, people were
joining virtual meetings in different districts and
countries and seeing for the first time all the
things Rotary was doing.

We're capitalizing on this momentum. | worked
with a team in Great Britain and Ireland that
started a Rotary global hub, an online platform
that connects people to clubs but also gives
them the opportunity to participate based

on causes rather than location. And their
involvement can be episodic rather than tied to
a weekly meeting at a specific time. It is proving
very successful in both attracting new and
retaining existing Rotarians.

MEET NICKI SCOTT. A change-management
consultant and a member of the Rotary
Club of The North Cotswolds, England,
Scott helped develop our Action Plan as
part of Rotary's Strategic Planning
Committee. She is the 2022-23

vice president of Rotary
International.

| also see Rotary doing more to build on

the work of others, to share leadership.

In Great Britain and Ireland, we host Volunteer
Expo, an event where all kinds of people

and organizations can come together and
collaborate. We don’t have to reinvent the
wheel every time.

Q. What structural changes will increase Rotary’s

ability to adapt?

NICKI: More regional autonomy is key. What
might work for one region might not be a
cultural fit for another.

We can be much more regionally focused
without losing the ideals of a global
organization, or losing the power of a global
brand. We can achieve harmony and amplify
the sound if we all play the same tune instead
of a staccato selection of solos.

Q. What makes you most optimistic?

NICKI: Rotary has something powerful

to offer. There are a lot of well-meaning
organizations out there, but good intentions
don't always translate to results. Rotary has the
infrastructure and the integrity that people are
looking for, and the connections in communities
to know what is really needed. We know how
to get the job done. We are people of action.

Rotary f@j
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= B.Com. Hons. (Proficiency in Chartered Accounting/
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programmes and separate academic calendars for
aspirants of CA&CS.

= B.Com. Hons. (Applied Accounting and Finance)
Accredited by ACCA, UK.

UG - PROFESSIONAL PROGRAMMES
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= B.FA.
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Approved
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