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We welcome your feedback. Write to the Editor:
rotarynews @rosaonline.org; rushbhagat@gmail.com.
Mail your project details,along with hi-res photos, to
rotarynewsmagazine @gmail.com.

Messages on your club/district projects, information and
links on zoom meetings/webinar should be sent only by
e-mail to the Editor at rushbhagat@gmail.com or
rotarynewsmagazine @gmail.com.
WHATSAPP MESSAGES WILL NOT BE
ENTERTAINED.

Click on Rotary News Plus on our website
www.rotarynewsonline.org
to read about more Rotary projects.
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District Wise TRF Contributions as on April 2022

(in US Dollars)

District Annual PolioPlus Endowment Other Total EREY Donors EREY
Number Fund Fund Funds Contributions  (in numbers) %
India
2981 103,435 1,730 15,000 227,859 348,025 176 3.3
2982 46,199 6,360 2,500 3,449 58,507 214 6.6
3000 28,644 1,446 0 47,376 77,466 28 0.6
3011 27,608 10,044 0 306,762 344,415 44 1.0
3012 25,495 18,504 68,712 474,855 587,566 79 2.1
3020 81,009 35,966 37,997 4,620 159,592 219 5.2
3030 101,735 1,831 63,185 15,704 182,454 197 4.2
3040 34,828 284 0 78,494 113,607 9 04
3053 15,447 1,911 27 140,610 157,995 61 2.2
3054 14,629 3,194 0 244,969 262,792 36 0.5
3060 128,815 10,306 833 159,157 299,111 1,763 36.6
3070 40,317 127 0 27,601 68,045 214 6.9
3080 74,862 7,565 15,784 15,842 114,053 226 71
3090 46,035 2,379 29,000 0 77,414 190 9.1
3100 45,679 100 0 2,537 48,316 94 43
3110 31,338 68 1,014 32,817 65,237 125 3.6
3120 67,844 1,000 0 0 68,844 316 9.3
3131 436,326 36,005 59,000 944,031 1,475,362 2,068 441
3132 29,219 3,554 5,000 12,029 49,803 57 1.7
3141 440,425 8,500 137,532 1,620,564 2,207,021 1,146 19.4
3142 363,133 6,564 20,998 269,547 660,242 871 25.7
3150 97,620 44,343 141,000 118,109 401,072 734 18.6
3160 136,015 4,673 17,264 0 157,952 63 2.6
3170 111,205 16,555 1,714 197,871 327,346 492 8.4
3181 65,459 5,442 203 116 71,219 354 10.8
3182 56,657 9,508 4,000 29,715 99,880 244 7.8
3190 306,545 36,230 30,411 311,644 684,830 1,380 22.4
3201 132,261 65,706 0 344,678 542,646 518 9.1
3203 50,599 18,638 7,086 335,269 411,592 185 4.6
3204 35,125 6,423 0 1,036 42,584 67 815
3211 50,681 724 0 18,999 70,403 117 2.6
212 90,032 2,590 1,036 9,811 103,469 126 25
3231 23,678 11,691 9,867 8,738 53,974 157 4.6
3232 120,457 97,702 125,052 1,249,913 1,593,124 234 &3
3240 127,765 12,581 0 77,864 218,210 553 16.9
3250 30,640 3,576 1,036 19,532 54,784 387 10.6
3261 9,636 1,713 300 189,528 201,177 25 0.9
3262 22,849 3,658 0 0 26,508 75 2.0
3291 150,664 4,636 35,604 22,785 213,689 381 10.1
India Total 3,800,912 503,828 831,154 7,564,432 12,700,325 14,225 9.1
3220 SriLanka 87,061 24,336 2,010 1,000 114,407 245 10.8
3271 Pakistan 6,275 5,431 0 20,905 32,610 10 0.5
3272  Pakistan 16,857 11,158 0 2,117 30,132 14 0.8
3281 Bangladesh 85,988 69,087 26,118 390,221 571,414 177 2.2
3282 Bangladesh 39,494 19,916 1,000 40,044 100,454 122 o)
3292 Nepal 141,571 19,130 51,321 128,588 340,609 831 14.3
South Asia Total 4,178,157 652,885 911,603 8,147,307 13,889,951 15,624 8.7

Annual Fund (AF) includes SHARE, Areas of Focus, World Fund and Disaster Response.
Source: RI South Asia Office.
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a historical confer

Rtn Shekhar Mehta
RI President

Rtn Ramesh Meher
District Governor

Dear DG Rameshiji,

It gives me great pleasure to have been the RIPR to your hon-
oured District Conference on board the cruise ship from May
7-9, 2022. Mamta and me are happy with the prompt atten-
tion bestowed on us and the impeccable arrangements at the
conference on board the ship. I was very touched with your
gesture to host us for dinner in Mumbai on Friday evening,
despite your preoccupation and long drive from Nashik.

The specially composed melody, Jeevan Jashna hai,
played at the inaugural session of the conference vibed well
with the occasion. The sessions were conducted flawlessly
and crisply with zero time lag or wastage. Through your
speech we came to know important and relevant facts about
the achievements of your district. My compliments for the
milestones achieved in membership growth and TRF con-
tributions. Most apt to the name Jeevan Jashna, the session
was held in a joyful, warm and celebratory spirit. I have not
seen any conference held in such an atmosphere before.

The next morning we began early with a CoG meet and
the discussions and interaction were useful and impressive.
It was a privilege for me to meet each and every past leader,
who were truly PDGs — Pearls, Diamonds, and Gems — of
Rotary. It was also wonderful to see the future leadership
of DGE Anand Jhunjhunwala, DGN Asha Venugopal and
DGND Rajinder Khurana absolutely ready to lead and con-
tinue the work of Rotary. My best wishes to them.

The conference had a galaxy of star speakers on a
variety of subjects. Dr Prajakta Kolapkar and Dr Abhijeet
Sonavne mesmerised us with their immense dedication
of service to underprivileged. Dr Hitendra Mahajan of
your own district was an inspiration. The popularity of
Dhananjay Deshpande who spoke on cybercrime was evi-
dent at the conference; he was holding mini sessions at
several tables long after the official session was over. And
of course the ultimate crown in the jewel was Rakesh Bedi,
the popular film actor. With his humour, wit and charm, he
was immensely loved by all. The closing poems and lines
from him were truly memorable. A special mention of the
evening fellowships on both days — a fantastic display
of Rotary bonding and celebration and the joy of being
together. DG Rameshji, the District Conference was not

Jeevan

just an official function, it was your dream, fulfilled with
lot of effort despite trials and problems at every step. You
could achieve an attendance of 748, which few could have
expected. Many congratulations, this was a pioneering step
from you, probably the first time a District Conference was
held on a cruise ship. My appreciations to Shardaji, Neha,
Conference chair PP Suresh Shinde, Conference secretary
Seema Pachhade, district secretary PP Vijay Tijare, host
club president Pradeep Pachhade and the others who gave
us so much love, respect and care. Our aides PP Virendra
and Rachana Patrikar were simply outstanding in their
constant assistance and care throughout. We will forever
cherish the beautiful memories of Jeevan Jashna and of
our bonding with RI district 3030.

I hope that our relationship will build with new oppor-
tunities for service and fellowship.

With warm regards

Ajay Agarwal
Past District Governor, RID 3291




Jashna

ance of RID 3030

DG Ramesh ji and Sharda,

It was an honour for us to represent RI President Shekhar
Mehta and the First Lady Rashi. Hope we did justice to our
given assignment. Rotary is a unique organisation. Along
with service opportunity, it paves the way for its members
to meet new people. We too forged some long lasting asso-
ciation with many of you, while attending your District
Conference, “Jeevan Jashna”. For me it turned out as a real
“Jashna”, where I interacted with many remarkable and
accomplished people. The unique experience of attending
a conference on a cruise was a first for me. It all began with
marching with the CoGs and I noticed that minute details
were well taken care of, most importantly the time! The
proceedings moved smartly and as per the time allotted.
I loved the theme song of your district. It has beautiful
lyrics and is melodious too. I am happy that I could spend
time with many Rotarians and it was a great pleasure to
share views with them on Rotary and otherwise. The clubs
are doing immensely well and the club leaders are highly
motivated and committed to Rotary’s ideals. The food, fel-
lowship, accommodation, entertainment — all of it were so

SERVE TO
CHANGE LIVES

LIVE LIFE.... GIVE LIFE

good. Ramesh ji, I came to know of a different side of you,
when you became emotional. I was equally impressed by
your humility and I also noticed your personal involvement
in everything. You were present at the time of boarding and
also disembarkation. You even joined your members during
fellowship and shook a leg with them. Sharda, you proved
to be a great support to Ramesh ji. I saw you guiding the
MCs as well, to make sure that all goes well. You beautifully
shouldered the responsibilities of your partner, and allowed
him to give his 100% as DG. The credit for this successful
event goes to you too. Please convey my warm regards to
all PDGS and their partners, incoming DGs and First ladies,
conference chairman and his team for taking good care of
me. I never felt alone or otherwise. Virendra and Rachna,
our aides were with us like a shadow and were a big help.
The staff of the cruise were cordial too. All in all, I was
happy that I could be a part of this adventurous event. |
enjoyed every bit of it and can rate this conference as A++!!
With my best wishes to both of you,

Mamta Agarwal

S
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Membership Summary As on May 1, 2022

RI Rotary No of ‘Women Rotaract Interact

° ' District Clubs Rotarians Reotarians (%) Clubs Clubs 18
Rotarians! T T
ViSiting Chennai 2982 77 3,493 7.10 47 98 73
for business? 3000 132 5,456 9.31 97 291 214
3011 121 4,761 27.01 75 119 36

Looking for a 3012 149 4,064 24.73 66 81 61
compact meeting hall? 3020 79 5,001 7.56 33 168 350
3030 98 5,353 15.52 126 322 365

3040 108 2,707 14.11 57 82 181
3053 75 3,055 18.20 35 50 126
3054 172 7,227 20.06 106 189 566
3060 105 5,231 15.41 64 77 150
3070 123 3,417 16.04 47 43 59
3080 103 4,586 14.61 142 161 116
3090 92 2,424 6.44 43 83 124
3100 101 2,315 11.66 13 27 146
3110 142 3,878 12.09 14 18 106
3120 90 3,742 16.70 64 34 55

Use our gir—condit.ioned Bo.?rd 3131 141 5717 24.19 120 242 141
Room with a seating capacity Ty = BYEE TG i T 5

of 16 persons at the office of 2 :

the Rotary News Trust. 3141 112 6,443 27.39 141 187 103
3142 100 3,801 21.20 83 147 83
. 3150 113 4,552 12.96 140 143 118
Tariff: 3160 79 2,783 9.56 29 20 82
32,500 for 2 hours 3170 143 6,625 15.65 94 255 173
LTS 3181 86 3,486 8.98 35 196 116
21,000 for every additional hour 3182 36 3,539 9.58 44 128 104
3190 162 6,960 19.45 194 218 72
Phone: 044 42145666 3201 155 6.180 10.15 123 103 80
e-mail: rotarynews @rosaonline.org 3203 93 4815 814 74 234 37
3204 65 2,257 9.17 23 31 13
3211 153 5,201 8.59 7 25 133
3212 131 4,981 11.70 82 205 153
ROtary at 2 glance 3231 94 3,580 8.18 32 82 419
3232 166 8,140 18.48 125 222 96
Rotary clubs ;36,614 3240 104 3,632 1635 63 409 219
3250 104 3,937 20.52 64 73 185
Rotaract clubs : 1 1’238 3261 91 3,380 19.11 15 24 44
Interact clubs : 17,442 3262 129 4,310 14.73 75 101 146
3291 165 4,403 24.19 136 98 665
RCCs b 12,115 IndiaTotal 4,461 175,387 2818 5164 6316
Rotary members : 1,162,763 3220 72 2,285 16.06 90 138 75
3271 119 2,447 17.53 117 185 25
Rotaract members: 184,745 3272 161 1,878 17.57 70 2 47
Interact members : 401,166 3281 306 7,628 17.84 274 152 207
3282 182 3,837 11.08 202 49 47
As on May 18, 2022 3292 155 6,081 18.06 174 135 127
S Asia Total 5,456 199,543 3,745 5,845 6,844

Source: RI South Asia Office
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Sandhya Rao

A doctor and a railwayman
offer perspectives on their
personal and professional
lives, with a fairytale
romance thrown in that
transcends cultural barriers.

ile mindless debates over
national language, loud-
speakers and uniforms

distract and raise temperatures in an
already overheated environment, the
only sensible thing to do appears to
be to soak in the fine thoughts of fine
minds. In books, of course. Kavery
Nambisan is known for her solid
works of fiction (some, as Kavery
Bhatt). Egged on by her publisher, she
recently released her first nonfic-

tion work, A Luxury Called Health,
in which she draws upon her vast
experience as a doctor to tell the story
of medicine and medical practice in

India, no holds barred. Deepak Sapra,
the blurb tells us, was an officer in
the Indian Railway Service who now
writes on places and people. In The
Boy Who Loved Trains, he tells an
insider’s story of Indian Railways, no
holds barred.

The title of Kavery Nambisan’s
book resonates, the tagline intrigues:
‘a doctor’s journey through the
art, the science and the trickery of
medicine’. Less than halfway through
the book which is part memoir and
part rumination on the philosophy
of medicine and the practice of
healthcare based both on personal
experience and academic research,
up pops this paragraph: ‘Caring is as
old as human existence. The single
most comforting sensation is that of
touch — an inbuilt force of survival.
The prehensile hand, the sensorial
palm and the exquisitely designed
digits enhance the emotional impact
of touch. The crow furls its wings
over the just hatched fledgling; the
mongrel licks away pain when her
willful pup snags a paw on a barbed
wire; a mother-elephant soothes with
her trunk. Humans are capable of
helping any suffering
being, even
when not
bound by
love or loyalty.
This ability to
empathize sets us
apart as a species.
The other trait that
is exclusively ours is
hate. We’ll stick with
empathy.’

This one paragraph
sums up the entire book
in which the author’s
voice shines through,
sometimes uncertain,
sometimes unequivocal, but always
observing, reflecting, analysing,
empathising. She makes you see:

Humans are capable of
helping any suffering
being, even when not

bound by love or loyalty

hospitals and humans working in
hospitals, systems in and out of place,
in swanky cities, in small towns, in
the guns-dominated streets of Bihar,
in a UK hospital and a small clinic
in Kodagu... About every place and
person, Kavery Nambisan writes
fearlessly and with clarity, in prose
that makes reading the book an unput-
downable experience. We read about
teaching and learning, the agony of
decision-making, professional and
personal loss, reaching the unreached,
overkilling with treatments. Some-
times the simplest solutions are the
best, she argues, even as she sets out
a practical approach to the current
pandemic.
Deepak Sapra’s journey
is different, but here too,
it’s the people who stand
out. As the author in the
persona of Jeet Arora
shares his love of
trains with the reader,
you tag along with
him at the Indian
Railways Institute
of Mechanical and
Electrical Engi-
neering (IRIMEE)
in Jamalpur,
Bihar. You
puff up your
chest like the trainees
as they are treated like sahibs by
their attendants, whether it is a meal
being laid out for them at a table on
the station platform or being updated



on the latest situation. For me, it was
serendipitous that Arora was attached
to Eastern Railway because names
like Durgapur, Raniganj, Asansol,
Coalfield Express recalled my own
childhood in Bihar and Bengal.

But the journey is not all and
always rosy, and there are many
lessons in store for a young railway
officer. Luckily, our Arora is a
good learner. To offer an example:
as he and the Carriage and Wagon
Foreman, Karim, rush to the site of
derailment of the Shatabdi Express
near Durgapur, Arora wonders at
the latter’s composure; he himself
is quaking with fear. Karim then
tells him about his experience at
Bhopal station on the night of the gas
leak from the Union Carbide plant
on December 3, 1984: ‘I can still
visualize Dastagir sahib, the station
master on duty, running up and down
the platform, asking the driver of the
Bombay-Gorakhpur Express to start
his train and move it out of Bhopal,
even though it was 30 minutes before
its scheduled departure. ... it was
a decision which perhaps saved
thousands of lives.” And although
Dastagir collapsed after the effort,
‘...perhaps out of sheer will power, he
regained his composure to run back
to his office. He sent across messages
to stop all train traffic coming into
Bhopal, from all directions.’ At the
station, people were collapsing like
flies. ‘I was lucky to survive,” Karim
tells Arora. That one night removed
all faintness from his heart.

Karim’s words give Arora courage
and when they arrive at the derailment
site they find that the St DME of
Danapur Division, Nandan Kumar,
who had been travelling on the train,
has taken charge and is organising
rescue efforts. Again, Arora is
inspired by what he sees: ‘He...
painstakingly went through articles of
the individuals who had succumbed

to get contact details for identification

and arranged to keep their luggage

safe in a makeshift tent which was put

up. One by one, person by
person, bag by
bag, suitcase
by suitcase,
he went
about this job
for the next
48 hours —
without sleeping
for a moment...
surviving on
cups of tea that
the team provided.
When the relative
arrived, he consoled
and empathized with
them.” All we know
as passengers is that an
accident has taken place, so many
dead and wounded, we assign blame,
but rarely do we know about, let
alone see, what’s happening behind
the news coverage. Of course, Arora
displays courage of another kind,
the foolhardy kind, to jump on to
a running train as it chugs past the
platform at a particular station just to
catch a few moments with his lady
love; he jumps off it as it exits the
other sloping end!

The romance of trains quite nat-
urally tickled taste for more romance
reading. Besides, what better escape

All we know as passengers is
that an accident has taken place,
so many dead and wounded, we

assign blame, but rarely do we
know about, what’s happening

behind the news coverage.

from the grimness of a messed-up
economy, a still-raging pandemic,
growing unemployment, the
polarisation of society, and
the blanket of resentment,
hate and insecurity that’s
been thrown over India. In
an earlier column, I had
written about the first
book of Sonali Dev’s
trilogy about a migrant
family settled in
California. This time,
upon my friend’s
recommendation —
never mind the
second, read the
third — I ordered
Incense and Sensi-
bility which spotlights the
story of Yash Raje who is running for
governor of California. Apparently,
the title was suggested by Sonali
Dev’s 13-year-old when she gave
him a gist of the story and mentioned
that Yash’s love interest was a yoga
instructor called India. Her son knew
only too well what a Jane Austen fan
his mother was!

I said it before and I’ll say it
again, one of the most interesting
things about Sonali Dev’s novels is
her multicultural approach. In Incense
and Sensibility, India is one of three
children adopted by their mother. She
is from Thailand, sister China is from
Nigeria, and brother Siddharth is from
India (we don’t meet him in the flesh
though, maybe there will be a novel
about him...). Besides, all three have
had cleft palate surgeries, but this
information is by the way. The point
is made, though. It’s soppy but fun.

Now, I have a new stash that
includes.... But no, wait for it! Mean-
while, stay physically, mentally and
emotionally cool. Live and let live.

The columnist is a children's
writer and senior journalist
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RI District 3131

milestones of 2021-22

G Pankaj Shah has
taken several initia-
tives to enhance the
district administration
and the DG office. Transparency
in operations and decision-making
has been the hallmark of the year
for District 3131. DG Shah invited
applications from members from
across the district to serve in vari-
ous district posts and selected the
teams accordingly. Every club is
represented in the district commit-
tees which also include at least one
Rotaract member. He also took
the initiative to obtain ISO:9001
certification for the DG office. RID
3131 is probably the first district in
the world to obtain an ISO certifi-
cation, thanks to DG Shah. An 80G
certification is also obtained for the
District Welfare account enabling
people to donate generously and
avail tax exemption.

1. Membership development
11 new clubs and 10 satellite
clubs are formed. 1,076 new
members have been added.
Over 80% clubs have shown

positive growth. RC Scon Pro is
the first corporate Rotary club in
the district.

. Peace conference — International

Rotary Peace Conference was
organised by RC Chinchwad Pune
and RID 3131 on Sept 18-19,
2021. It had 751 participants from
37 countries. The keynote address
by RI President Shekhar Mehta
and guidance by RI Director

Dr Mahesh Kotbagi and DG

Shah made the event memorable.
Speakers from across the world
addressed the conference. Hon
vice-chancellor of Savitribai Phule
Pune University Nitin Karmalkar
and Pietro Uzochukwu Macleo,
past president of RCAbuja Wuse II,

4.

RID 9125, Nigeria, were honoured
with International Peace Awards
for their monumental work in
education, and peacebuilding and
conflict prevention respectively.

. Virtual RYE — District 3131 was

the pioneer in creating the new
concept of virtual youth exchange
when physical exchange was not
possible due to the Covid pan-
demic. 170 students participated in
virtual exchange this year.
Virtual NGSE — Rotary District
3131 and Rotary District 3420
(Indonesia) conducted the world’s
first virtual group internship NGSE
programme for 2021-22.

RID 3420 offered internships in
Human Resources for 2 candidates

ADVT.



(6 weeks) and Architecture
and Interior designing for 4
candidates (8 weeks). RID
3131 offered internships in
Business Communication for
4 candidates (6 weeks) and
Indian culture for 5 candidates
(8 weeks).

5. The district’s Rotaract won
the ‘Best-disciplined Rotaract
District Award’ at Rotasia. The
district has chartered 23 Rota-
ract clubs with 833 new mem-
bers this year. This includes
a club of differently-abled
members and a Rotaract club
with 350+ members at MIT
Pune. 25 new Interact clubs
were also formed. The district
team won the third place in the
RI President’s Challenge for
Rotaractors.

6. All the Rotary clubs in the
district had contributed to TRF

by the 114" day of the Rotary year
2021-22. Four Rotarians have
pledged to become AKS mem-
bers. Total foundation giving is at
$15,71,545 and APF is $458,443.

. RC Goregaon executed the first

environment global grant project
worth $96,450 by setting up a solar
farm with 121 kWp capacity, suf-
ficient to operate water pumps that
supply water to 15,000 people at

Goregaon town in Raigad district,
Mabharashtra. This translates to

an annual reduction of 350 tons
of CO, emission. The district has
done 45 global grants and 17 CSR
grants this year.

8. RID 3131 signed an MoU with
SCERT Maharashtra for Project
e-Vidya. Through this project the
audio content of Science and Math
NCERT videos will be translated
into Marathi and relayed through
the state television and the Diksha
app to benefit lakhs of students.

9. Project Asmita worth $200,000
was simultaneously carried out
at 100 locations by 34 clubs in 5
districts, benefitting 20,000 girls.
Objectives of the project include
promoting menstrual hygiene and
sanitary pad usage; gynaecologi-
cal guidance and busting the myth
around menstruation; fighting
domestic sexual abuse; creating
awareness on social media bul-
lying, legal rights & government
help available; building mental
& physical strength; and career
guidance.

10. Water & Sanitation projects
Global grants worth 1.2 crore
and CSR grants worth X1 crore
with the participation of 26 Rotary
clubs will benefit over one lakh
people from across 41 villages in
Mabharashtra.
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GLIMPSES OF RID 3131 ROTARY YEAR 2021-22
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This is a significant Public Image project for the District.

GLIMPSES OF
DISTRICT CONFERENCE
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DG Pankaj Shah was invited to be a speaker
at the Presidential Conference in Hyderabad
to talk about the District's work in Literacy.
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DG Pankaj Shah, Rl District 3131 . . ; :
Installation of District Governor Pankaj Shah at the hands of
Rl President Rtn Shekhar Mehta
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Felicitation of all the Rotarians from District 3131 who have completed 25 years I I
in Rotary. 52% senior Rotarians honoured for the heritage, culture, and leadership P

that they have provided to the District
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Covid Vaccine on Whesals project for vaccination at the doorsteps of needy people IS0 9001:2000 Certification for

has deliverad 26,48,135 vaccine dosas by 18th May 2022. Rl District 2131 District Governor Offica.

Kashmir Mega Medical Mission - A multi-speciality surgical treatment project jointly carried out by
Rl District 3131, 3132, 3060 and 3070
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