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Each of us was given an extraordinary gift when
we were proposed for membership in Rotary.

Extend that gift to others by visiting the Member Center
in My Rotary and referring a new member.

Refer a new member today
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We welcome your feedback. Write to the Editor:
rotarynews @rosaonline.org; rushbhagat @gmail.com.
Mail your project details, along with hi-res photos,
to rotarynewsmagazine @gmail.com.

Messages on your club/district projects, information and links on zoom meetings/
webinar should be sent only by e-mail to the Editor at rushbhagat@gmail.com or
rotarynewsmagazine @ gmail.com. WHATSAPP MESSAGES
WILL NOT BE ENTERTAINED.

Click on Rotary News Plus
on our website www.rotarynewsonline.org to read about more Rotary projects.
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o District Wise TRF Contributions as on October 2021
Advertise in (in US Dollars)
Rotary News District Annual PolioPlus  Endowment Other Total
Number Fund Fund Fund Funds Contributions
India
2981 51,542 1,112 0 151,814 204,468
2982 27,046 5,633 0 2,449 35,128
3000 3,630 11 0 1,500 5,140
3011 6,322 3,572 0 81,879 91,774
3012 19,993 3,811 25,041 208,613 277,458
3020 31,924 5,828 19,596 4,620 61,968
3030 13,187 267 18,027 0 31,481
Tariff 3040 18,924 250 0 20,328 39,502
Back cover %1,00,000 3053 3,052 211 27 0 3,290
Inner Front Cover 60,000 3054 2,902 766 0 166,680 170,348
R 260,000 3060 32,014 176 0 64,607 96,797
N —— E—— 3070 8,395 0 0 27,600 35,995
Half Page 20,000 3080 7,033 4,086 0 1,404 12,523
' 3090 13,498 0 28,000 0 41,498
Specifications 3100 16,170 0 0 2,137 18,307
17x25 cm Sl e 3110 5,120 0 0 0 5,120
17x 12 em Half page 3120 21,030 1,000 0 0 22,030
Advertisements in colour only 3131 167,336 26,206 0 187,001 380,543
3132 18,860 1,139 5,000 3,507 28,506
Phone: 044 42145666 3141 204,282 1,876 64,865 181,499 472,521
e-mail: rotarynews @rosaonline.org 3142 132508 1,554 8145 o4 142,031
3150 12,721 6,087 0 18,120 36,928
3160 4,449 2,387 17,264 0 24,100
3170 26,454 8,504 1,710 29,297 65,964
3181 5,411 1,999 0 0 7,410
Visiting (;hennai 3182 8762 5,225 0 0 13,986
for business?
3190 81,600 6,437 30,411 0 118,448
Looking for a 3201 37,266 51,967 0 203,255 292,488
compact meeting hall? 3203 14,149 13,706 6,086 145,938 179,878
3204 1,091 412 0 1,036 2,539
3211 13,655 280 0 13,200 27,135
3212 9,268 1,099 1,036 588 11,991
3231 7,278 5,203 0 2,851 15,332
3232 32,932 47,321 16,601 208,433 305,287
3240 18,615 9,686 0 34,070 62,371
3250 4,098 2,335 1,036 12,746 20,215
3261 3,645 304 0 28,489 32,438
Use our air-conditioned Board 3262 1,670 277 0 250 2,197
Room with a seating capacity 3291 45,042 1,651 11,171 10,166 68,029
of 16 persons at the office of India Total 1,152,875 222,375 254,014 1,834,100 3,463,364
the Rotary News Trust. 3200 SriLanka 34,232 6,383 1,510 1,000 43,125
Tariff: 3071  Pakistan 308 316 0 5,240 5,865
22,500 for 2 hours 3272  Pakistan 12,595 10,623 0 0 23,217
35,000 for 4 hours 3281 Bangladesh 12,173 4,121 13,000 16,399 45,693
1,000 for every additional hour 3282 Bangladesh 9,881 1,182 1,000 500 12,563
3292 Nepal 29,440 4,898 0 62,704 97,041
e_maﬂiz‘z:fy:rg“j;‘@zrﬁz fﬁinemg South AsiaTotal 1,251,504 249,807 269,524 1,919,043 3,690,869
Annual Fund (AF) includes SHARE, Areas of Focus, World Fund and Disaster Response.
Source: RI South Asia Office.
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Membership Summary As on November 1, 2021

RI Rotary No of ‘Women Rotaract Interact

Rotary OIZ-IO(%ZU STON * District Clubs Rotarians Rotarians (%) Clubs Clubs RCC
i i ’ 2081 132 6165 7.53 44 52 236
' 2982 76 3564 7.27 47 98 73
3000 137 5423 9.13 90 259 213
3011 125 4666 26.88 71 118 36

3012 132 4071 27.09 65 76 61
_ ¥ 3020 77 4756 7.30 30 166 350
3030 96 5140 15.14 116 243 363
LIDLULUVERN 3040 102 2619 1455 54 81 19
3053 69 2784 18.03 33 49 118
N E W 3054 184 7428 20.36 103 177 563
r = 3060 110 5184 14.95 62 70 147
H O R | ZO N S 3070 124 3308 15.63 42 35 59
3080 98 4157 13.30 135 158 115
3090 90 2310 5.63 38 64 123
! 3100 105 2373 11.21 10 21 146
HOUSTON, TEXAS, USA 3110 134 3683 11.02 14 17 106
4-8 JUNE 2022 3120 90 3605 16.56 62 31 55

= Register today at 3131 140 5539 23.74 108 229 131
convention.rotary.org 3132 90 3616 10.92 31 122 166
3141 117 6418 27.13 137 182 102
3142 104 3769 20.75 79 137 80
3150 115 4293 13.60 75 135 118
3160 78 2652 8.82 27 20 82

3170 138 6308 14.90 83 239 171
3181 87 34385 8.78 33 194 115
3182 85 3479 9.60 42 124 104
3190 160 6765 18.34 156 202 70
3201 153 6009 9.42 103 89 63
3203 92 4760 7.94 73 233 36
3204 62 2059 6.41 19 23 13
3211 145 4834 7.86 7 24 134
3212 143 5278 12.86 74 204 153
Rotary at a glance 3231 98 3729 8.64 28 81 419
3232 152 7478 17.05 114 212 99
Rotary clubs  : 36,994 3240 102 r——— 61 i) 216
3250 107 4018 19.91 63 73 185
Rotaract clubs : 10,707 3261 92 3217 18.28 14 0 44
Interact clubs 16,795 SRR 123 4154 1442 68 72 89
3291 168 4173 23.27 133 95 647
RCCs ;11,875 India Total 4,432 170,832 2,544 4,833 6,197
Rotary members : 1,201,654 3220 76 2396 16.36 87 131 E
3271 130 2217 17.41 91 185 25
Rotaract members: 230,701 3272 161 1963 17.07 70 2 47
Interact members : 386,285 2 308 8329 18.50 2o L7 209
3282 175 3957 11.80 196 47 47
As on November 17, 2021 3292 153 6053 17.26 168 128 129
S Asia Total 5,435 195,747 3,420 5,493 6,729

Source: RI South Asia Office
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Wordsworld

Not simply courage,
conviction too

Sandhya Rao

Malala Yousafzai proves
William Wordsworth right:
child is the father of man.

e have all heard
the phrase: ‘out
of the mouths

of babes’. This was one
reason I had not picked up
Malala Yousafzai’s book,
1 Am Malala, all these
years. Yes, she had lived
through a terrible experi-
ence — being shot at by
Taliban terrorists — at age
15 with tremendous cour-
age and had come through
it all to become a role
model especially for young
people and women. Ever
since, she had been in the
news and had been seen to
have met influential people
and received international
honours, including the
Nobel Prize when she was

just 16. But... but, she was
just a kid! I couldn’t have
been proved more wrong.
Recently, I watched a
programme on YouTube
showing Malala addressing
the Canadian parliament
after being conferred
honorary citizenship
of that country. It
was old news, but
I was blown away.
By her simplicity,
composure, humour,
restrained oratory,
powerful message and,
more than anything else,
her spirit of forgiveness.
At this time of the season,
when people of different
faiths celebrate peace,
goodwill, enlightenment

and devotion, it seemed as
though the universe were
leading me to her. That’s
how I started reading / Am
Malala, which she has
co-authored with journalist
Christina Lamb, whose
book, Farewell Kabul, was
featured in this column a
couple of months ago.
What an education the
book is, full of insightful
observations that sweep
away dust in the mind. It
talks about the history of
the region, the Swat Valley
that straddles both Pakistan
and Afghanistan; the
people and their beliefs and
practices; the growth of the
Taliban; social conditions
and conditioning, the
lack of education and
basic facilities; mystical
mountains, clear skies
and running water,
and sometimes piles
of garbage; the efforts
to educate children,
especially girls; growing
up in a loving environment
in a society rigid with
rules; a father who
defies stereotypes and

a daughter who follows
suit, yet who are both

very much products of
their circumstances; the
love for reading; being

a girl; speaking up and
dressing up; politics and
holding political views; the
generosity and support of
strangers. ..

No wonder the book
was declared nonfiction
book of the year when it
was published.

Christina Lamb, as
we already know, comes
with firsthand knowledge
of the region. Malala, we
realise, is extraordinary.
And although a lot of the
background information
is clearly the work of the
journalist, it is Malala’s
voice we hear. You see
that she wasn’t just some
random kid who got in the
way of the Taliban. Even
before she turned 13, she
was politically aware,
speaking publicly in
support of the importance
of educating girls and
questioning injustices in
society. In this, she was
deeply influenced by her
father, Ziauddin, who took
the lead in the community
and beyond in opposing
social injustices and
speaking out against the
violence perpetrated by the
Taliban.

As you read, you get a
strange but distinct feeling

as if Malala was ‘chosen’
to be at the receiving
end of bullets shot at
her pointblank by two
men who stopped the
van bringing her and



other children back home
from school on October
9,2012. ‘Who is Malala?’
they asked and when she
identified herself, they
fired three shots. Malala
slumped forward; two
other girls were also hurt
but their wounds were
less grievous.

While all these
and the story of how
Malala was flown
on the private plane
of a Saudi royal
for treatment in
the UK and her gradual
recovery read almost like
fiction, it’s the painting
with words of the larger
canvas that is riveting.
You are compelled to pay
attention as, for instance,
you read: ‘Children in the
refugee camps were even
given school textbooks
produced by an American
university which taught
basic arithmetic through
fighting. They had
examples like, “If out of
10 Russian infidels, 5 are
killed by one Muslim,

5 would be left” or “15
bullets — 10 bullets =
5 bullets”.’

A simple paragraph
like the following
resonates with us but it
also tells a troubling story:
‘It was school that kept us
going in those dark days.
When I was in the street
it felt as though every
man I passed might be a
talib. We hid our school
bags and our books in our
shawls. My father always
said that the most beautiful
thing in a village in the

morning is the sight of a
child in a school uniform,
but now we were afraid to

wear them.’

Despair seeps through
simple words: ‘People
had lived by the river in
Swat for 3,000 years and
had always seen it as our
lifeline, not a threat, and
our valley as a haven from
the outside world. Now we
had become “the valley
of sorrows”, said my
cousin Sultan Rome. First
the earthquake, then the
Taliban, then the military
operation and now, just as
we were starting to rebuild,
devastating floods arrived
to wash all our work away.
People were desperately
worried that the Taliban
would take advantage of
the chaos and return to the
valley.’

And a few lines later,
you see Malala reaching
right for the fundamentals:
‘While all this suffering
was going on, while people
were losing their loved

ones, their homes and their
livelihoods, our president,

Asif Zardari, was

on holiday at a

chateau in France.
“I am confused, Aba...
What’s stopping each
and every politician from
doing good things? Why
would they not want our
people to be safe, to have
food and electricity?””
Questions that echo around
the world.

It’s been some years
and Malala is now a young
woman. But she continues
speaking up and asking
questions, and has used
her prize money to set up
a fund to help children,
especially girls and
women. This prompted
me to read, along with
1 Am Malala, a book in
which she shares stories
from refugee girls around
the world, called We Are
Displaced. Noting that
according to statistics
from the UNHCR more
than 44,000 people a day
are forced to flee their
homes, Malala urges us,
among other things, to ‘be
kind to a new student who
has been displaced and

It’s not just conflict
or poverty that
creates refugees;
it’s government
policies and people’s

attitudes too.

is starting over... Know
that empathy is key.” And
we in India know too well
that it’s not just conflict
or poverty that creates
refugees; it’s government
policies and people’s
attitudes too.

Malala was 16 when
she was invited to speak
at the United Nations:

‘I did not write the speech
only with UN delegates
in mind; I wrote it for
every person around the
world who could make

a difference. I wanted to
reach all people living in
poverty, those children
forced to work and those
who suffer from terrorism
or lack of education.

I called on the world’s
leaders to provide free
education to every child
in the world. “One child,
one teacher, one book and
one pen can change the
world.””

Zaynab, who fled war
in Yemen and eventually
settled in the US, met
Malala after a screening
of the film He Named
Me Malala. She says she
felt she was meeting a
movie star. ‘But then,’
she says, ‘she sat down
and started asking us
questions, and I realized,
She is just like us.’

If a girl, just like us,
can touch so many lives
and make us think about
the need for change, what
better purpose can books
serve?

The columnist is a
children’s writer and
senior journalist.
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On the racks

Stories I must tell
Author : Kabir Bedi
Publisher : Westland
Pages 1 319; 3256

“q F rom the first magical encounter
with The Beatles as a student
in Delhi to working as an

interviewer for All India Radio to

ventures in Italy and Europe, this

book is a collection of anecdotes from
Bedi’s life. It will take readers through

S “ |.\.| |. H the highs and lows of his professional
| \ !L \‘ I Idl,\ E _'l : and personal life, his relationships,
KABIR BEDI including marriage and divorce. From

being a sinister husband in Khoon
Bhari Maang to playing the charming Prince Omar in The
Bold and the Beautiful, he shares an interesting account of

his exciting stints in film, television and theatre across India,
Europe and Hollywood. He poignantly writes about his battle
to save his schizophrenic son who later committed suicide.

He also tells the fascinating love story of his Indian father, a
philosopher in Europe, and his British-born mother, the world’s
highest-ranked Buddhist nun.

Laughing Gas

Author : Jai Shetty

Publisher : Minds Power
Publication

Pages : 180; 3300
ased on the
real-life
experience of

the author this book

is a gentle reminder
that life is full of
laughter and one must
- laugh not just to be

y happy but healthy too.
From Indian cinema
to yoga, the author
shares hilarious anecdotes and some special
moments of his life. Written in a casual

style the book includes plenty of Rotary
experience, as well as poems by his wife PDG
Rekha Shetty, a couple of caricatures and
sketches.

Know your Rotary
Author : N Bhaskaran Pillai
Pages : 447;3399

Knaw Your Rotazy he book has detailed
information on all Rotary

aspects ranging from how it
was started, themes of various leaders,
RYLA, conventions, awards, COL,
TRF and more. It is a guide and has
reference material for both Rotarians
and non-Rotarians. The author has
also mentioned important events in
the history of Rotary (year-wise) in
this book, spelt out the abbreviations
of Rotary terms, and listed the chronological growth of Rotary,
Rotary zones and Rotary fellowships groups for networking.
The book covers all avenues of services, district and club
responsibilities, regional magazines, International Assemblies,
women in Rotary, Rotary in UN and more.

Born a Muslim

Author : Ghazala Wahab
Publisher: Aleph Book Company
Pages  :408;3710

his book
gives an
overview of

the lives of Muslims
post-Partition in
India. The author
talks about how
female genital
mutilation, veil,
segregation, lack of
education, divorce and inheritance have made
Muslim women powerless and insists that
this is not a result of faith, but selective use
of religious texts by the clergy. She narrates
stories of Muslims hiding their identity, and
reverting to Hinduism to prove their secular
credentials. The author talks about how
“Saudi Wahabbism is making Indian Islam
primitive.”

Compiled by Kiran Zehra
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