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We welcome your feedback. Write to the Editor:
rotarynews @rosaonline.org; rushbhagat @gmail.com.
Mail your project details, along with hi-res photos,
to rotarynewsmagazine @ gmail.com.

Messages on your club/district projects, information and links on zoom meetings/
webinar should be sent only by e-mail to the Editor at rushbhagat@gmail.com
or rotarynewsmagazine @ gmail.com. WHATSAPP MESSAGES
WILL NOT BE ENTERTAINED.

Click on Rotary News Plus on our website
www.rotarynewsonline.org to read about more Rotary projects.
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Membership Summary As on August 1, 2021

RI Rotary No of ‘Women Rotaract Interact

'Rotar-y 0 Iz'lo(gZU STON District Clubs Rotarians Reotarians (%) Clubs Clubs 18
5 o y 2981 128 5,807 7.35 31 51 225
2982 76 3,373 7.03 44 97 68

3000 132 5,164 9.43 88 259 213

3011 121 4,410 27.71 68 113 36

3012 127 3,952 26.44 59 75 59

3020 76 4,255 6.51 26 166 350

3030 94 4,859 14.47 114 226 359

iDoLUUVvVEN 3040 102 2536 1431 40 78 196
3053 66 2,724 16.23 29 48 116

N E W 3054 183 7,345 20.12 99 167 562

3060 112 4,957 14.65 62 67 147

H O R | ZO N S 3070 120 3,177 15.33 34 23 58
3080 94 3,767 12.16 124 156 113

3090 88 2,223 427 32 17 123

3100 103 2,268 9.92 8 19 146

HOUSTON, TEXAS, USA 3110 133 3,516 10.18 11 15 106
4-8 JUNE 2022 3120 84 3,397 15.96 57 30 55
RegliERTEalyiat 3131 135 4,900 22.8 98 223 131
convention.rotary.org 3132 88 3,355 10.25 28 122 165
3141 116 6,061 26.28 131 175 100

3142 101 3,466 20.83 74 137 80

3150 114 4,038 13.32 74 135 118

3160 76 2,439 6.85 14 20 82

3170 137 5,910 13.87 82 236 171

3181 85 3,310 8.79 31 193 115

3182 84 3,143 9.51 42 124 104

3190 154 6,155 18.23 146 187 67

3201 151 5,774 8.83 92 87 54

3203 84 4,205 7.44 71 232 36

3204 61 1,944 6.07 16 22 13

3211 145 4,642 7.76 6 24 133

3212 141 5,102 11.9 74 204 153

Rotary at a glance 3231 96 3,463 7.65 28 81 419
3232 144 7,254 16.75 105 209 97

Rotary clubs 36,787 3240 99 3,404 15.19 55 402 214
3250 102 3,702 19.94 59 73 184

Rotaractclubs  : 10,408 3261 82 2,944 17.66 14 23 44
Interact clubs . 16,393 3262 116 3,877 13.03 62 47 80
3291 163 3,901 22.46 127 93 637

*RCCs o 11,769 India Total 4313  1,60,719 2,355 4,656 6,129
iy msbers 8 1L1GLO1S 3220 76 2,283 16.51 86 131 74
3271 122 1,984 16.43 89 134 24

Rotaract members: 221,650 3272 146 1,863 17.34 45 18 47
Interact members : 377, 039 3281 299 8,102 18.71 261 144 208
3282 169 3,800 11.55 196 46 47

As on August 18, 2021 3292 152 5,941 16.55 164 125 127

S Asia Total 5,277 1,84,692 3,196 5,254 6,656

Source: RI South Asia Office
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Mahabs 2021

Mahabs 21
FEEL THE HERITAGE

Rotary -

ROTARY INSTITUTE 2021

Team Mahabs is all set and ready to organize the Institute
in a magnificent manner. Each and every moment at the
Institute is meticulously planned to keep you engaged
and ignited. We have a distinguished group of keynote
speakers from all over the world to deliver insightful
sessions on various topics.

]
Shekar Mehta RID.AS. Venkatesh PDG. Muwruganandam.M (MKM)
RI Presidant | 2021 -22 ) Corvenos Chalrmman
L P
g
Great Speakers Networking

Enthralling and inspiring sesskons
By @ITHNENT SPeAkES

Bluild barvg-tesm, mutually bereficial
relationships across India

ROTARY INSTITUTE

1S ON

REGISTER EARLY

to avoid last minute rush !!

by L ’ﬂ.‘.
* JiS

Heritage Have Fun
Fsal thia Hﬂrﬂg&l‘l and arownd Redax and himae fun - entertaimment
Mahabalipuram Linhirnited.

PDG.MURUGANANDAM. M { MMM )
Chairman | +91 - 93825 50001

PDG.SURENDRA BOMMIREDDY
Co-Chair | +91 - 98481 05690

PDG.KANNAN.RVN
Chair - Registration | +81 - 73737 66666

PDG.MADHAV CHANDRAN.R
Secretary | +91 - 88460 31667

PDG.PINKY PATEL
Chair - Promotion | +91 - 9376210325



. Visit wwwriinstitutemahabs2 1.org

. Select your District Number and your name Makobs 21 mﬂhﬁbl 2021
. v FEEL THE HERITAGE

. Check programmes that you will be attending

. Select choice of hotels / Check in - Check out dates www.riinstitutemahabs21 .org

. Select your preferred payment option and
complete your registration.

Program Warmie Singhe [INR) Couple [INR]
7-9/12-2021 | DG Ebect Training Seminar | @ Raddisen Biu - 75,000
| § | {inel Accommadation  Raddisan Blu for 7th & 8th Night Onily) | - | )
9/12/2021 | DG Mormines Training Seminar | @ Raddmon Blu - 25,000
| | Includes Accommodation & Radduen Blu / Charkot Beach Resor -
[ for SthMight Only) e o !
..‘3{1}{;{'?!.2_1_..1 DG Mid-Year Review Moet | & Raddison Blu | 4,000 7000
| 9f1d/2021 District Trainers Seminar @ Raddison Blu A, 000 | 7,000
9/12/2021 Council on Legislation & Raddison Blu 4,000 7,000
91272021 The Rotary Foundation Dinmer & Raddiaon Blu &, 000 6,000
10/12/2021 The Rotary Foundation Seminar | 8 Raddison Blu 3,000 | 6,000
10-12/12/2021 | Rotary Institute 2021 - Mishabs 21 | @ Four Paints Convention 19,000 30,000
| | Centre
Hotel Name Room Type Tariff
Four Points Deluxe / Garden View 8,500
GRT Radisson Blu Deluxe Garden View 10,400
Chariot Beach Resort Standard Room 8,000
Deluxe Room 8,500
Deluxe Sea View 9,500
Deluxe Cottage 10,500
Ideal Beach Resort Garden View Room 6,800
Deluxe Rooms 9,500
Sea view Villas 14,800

pi AR TR
P

Bip

SRR

SUPPORT ( MMM'S OFFICE ) SECONDARY SUPPORT:
PRIMARY SUPPORT: Rin.Ruthi Rani : +91 - 93825 50006
Rtn.Sareesh Agarwal : +91 - 90255 05051 Kaneeza : +91 - 98416 77403
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FIND A CLUB

ANYWHERE IN THE WORLD!

Get Rotary's free Club Locator app
and find a meeting wherever you go!

District Wise TRF Contributions as on July 2021

TAKE YOURCLUBIN A
NEW DIRECTION

Is your club flexible and ready for the future?

New resources on Satellite Clubs, Passport Clubs, and
Corporate Membership can help you create an experience
that works for every member.

LEARN MORE ABOUT YOUR OPTIONS
AT ROTARY.ORG/FLEXIBILITY

Rotary

(in US Dollars)

District Annual PolioPlus Endowment Other Total

Number Fund Fund Fund Funds Contributions
India

2981 11,223 486 0 135,135 146,844
2982 12,686 260 0 0 12,946
3000 177 11 0 0 188
3011 2,205 280 0 2,027 4,512
3012 10,907 3,734 19,000 0 33,641
3020 308 253 0 4,620 5,181
3030 2,218 0 0 0 2,218
3040 71 0 0 2,701 2,773
3053 565 0 0 0 565
3054 1,400 84 0 500 1,984
3060 6,042 28 0 47,014 53,084
3070 336 0 0 738 1,074
3080 2,486 154 0 0 2,640
3090 3,956 0 0 0 3,956
3100 4,157 0 0 0 4,157
3110 35 0 0 0 35
3120 2,167 0 0 0 2,167
3131 97,807 8,885 30,000 4,151 140,843
3132 5,832 137 5,000 0 10,969
3141 134,315 27 0 148 134,490
3142 27,709 105 0 24 27,838
3150 5,241 1,050 0 1,764 8,055
3160 4,120 321 17,264 0 21,704
3170 17,473 2,248 1,196 1,227 22,144
3181 1,113 0 0 0 1,113
3182 1,266 0 0 0 1,266
3190 20,286 3,266 0 0 23,552
3201 8,020 526 0 1,848 10,394
3203 2,944 1,070 2,072 119,060 125,147
3204 245 0 0 1,036 1,281
3211 10 280 0 0 290
3212 3,220 133 1,036 0 4,389
3231 3,263 28 0 0 3,291
3232 18,122 8,329 1,500 26,857 54,808
3240 9,101 267 0 401 9,769
3250 367 0 1,036 0 1,403
3261 2,183 14 0 0 2,197
3262 1,623 0 0 0 1,623
3291 1,865 39 5,541 0 7,444
India Total 427,066 32,014 83,644 349,249 891,974
3000 SriLanka 5,949 473 1,510 0 7,932
3271 Pakistan 308 316 0 1,155 1,780
3272 Pakistan 707 60 0 0 767
3281 Bangladesh 5,244 825 0 0 6,069
3292  Nepal 10,395 1,100 0 2,155 13,650
South Asia Total 449,669 34,789 85,154 352,559 922,171

*Figures may not be accurate as the system is being migrated to ERP platform.
Source: RI South Asia Office
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Books can be like a
hockey team

Sandhya Rao

Random picks, varied styles, absorbing
yarns... each uniquely examining the
fundamental human need to belong.

e’ve been
uplifted, and
the icing on

the cake was the calm,
confident, graceful gold
medal-winning demeanour
of Neeraj Chopra. So
young, so dignified in
execution and victory.
Then came news of some
people ‘celebrating’ the
defeat of the women’s
hockey team in the semi-
final. They stood outside
the Haridwar home of a
player and hurled offensive
remarks against the family,
apparently ‘protesting’ the
presence of dalits in the
Indian team. Yet, this team
is quintessential India:

a representation of the

myriad-hued multitude that
is this nation.

The package of books
laid out today is, in a way,
like the Indian women’s
hockey team — each
selection is unique, and
together they convey a
sense of belonging
in different ways.
Importantly, each
voice sings its own
song. The Woman in the
White Kimono by Ana
Johns, based on the true
experiences of the author’s
father, unravels the story
of the central character,
Tori Kovac, whose father
dies, leaving behind a life-
changing letter for her: she
has a half-sister in Japan.

Tori’s search for this
sibling is the crux of this
debut novel. Admittedly, it
is not always great writing,
but the story is emotional
and evokes images of
Japan that seem almost
Indian. That’s the thing
about ‘real’ stories, even
when fictionalised — they
bring you home.

The second book —
they’ve been listed in
random order, no pref-
erences intended -— is
The Dutch House by Ann
Patchett. Slow, unremark-
able, emotionless, ‘yaar,
nothing happens!” — these
were some of the com-
ments in our book club.
But everybody agreed the
writing was lucid. The
book is named after the
house in which the central
characters live. The
mother runs off to India,
leaving bereft her husband
and two children, Maeve
and Danny in the care of
housekeepers. Eventually,
the father remarries, bring-
ing Andrea and her two
children into the narrative.

It’s not as if Maeve and
Danny particularly love
their house, but to Andrea
the house is a trophy
and any previous thing
connected to it, unpalatable.
She orders M and D to
leave. This is about as
dramatic as the novel gets
as it goes on to explore
relationships: between
people, between people
and things; people and
memories; the past and the
present; between hope and
expectation. The writing
compels you to read every
word and, especially if
you have a ‘house’ in your
personal history, reflect
upon it and the stories that
may lie hidden in its walls.

You wouldn’t be off
the mark if you thought
‘Hamlet!” upon reading the
name Hamnet by Maggie
O’ Farrell. This is a story
inspired by Shakespeare’s
son who died young; four
years later, Shakespeare
wrote Hamlet. Rooted in
fact, it dramatically reveals
a broad canvas of sixteenth
century England even as
it tunnels deep into details
so minute you hear every
breath exhaled, feel the
juice ooze from plums, hear
the scratch of every word
paper. Read for yourself:
‘Hamnet starts awake, the
mattress rustling beneath

him. Something has
woken him — a noise, a
bang, a shout — but he
doesn’t know what. He
can tell, by the long
reaches of the sun into
the room, it must be
near evening. What is he



doing here, asleep

on the bed? He

twists his head and

then he remembers
everything. A form

lies flat, next to him,

head twisted to one side.
Judith’s face is waxen
and still, a sheen of sweat
making it glimmer like
glass. Her chest rises and
falls at uneven intervals.
Hamnet swallows, his
throat closed and tight.
His tongue feels furred,
ungainly, too large to fit in
his mouth. He scrambles
upright, the room blurring
around him. A pain enters
the back of his head and
crouches there, snarling,
like a cornered rat.’

Nothing is known
about the real Hamnet but
he is heroed here, in ‘a
great work of imaginative
recreation and a great
story,” writes Dominic
Dromgoole. ‘It is also
a moral achievement to
have transformed that
young child from being
a literary footnote into
someone so tenderly alive
that part of you wishes he
had survived, and Hamlet
never been written.” In
the end, you cannot help
but wonder how on earth
Maggie O’Farrell created
this masterpiece.

Right now, though, T
am under the spell of North
of Dawn by Somali writer
Nuruddin Farah: ‘As his
eyes move from the face
of a Caucasian woman to a
man with Middle Eastern
features, and from a woman
in a sari to an African man

in an agbada, Mugdi is sad
that scenes such as this,
where a variety of races
congregate at a public
arena, are unavailable

in Mogadiscio. As he
watches the expressions

on the faces of some of

the Norwegians, he can
spot some whose gentle
features stiffen, turning
ugly when they come
face-to-face with a Muslim
woman in full Islamic gear.
Maybe a woman with a
Muslim headscarf is seen
as a threat, whereas a sari-
wearing woman is viewed
as unusual and fascinating
in this part of the world.
Mugdi remembers reading
about a judge in the state
of Georgia in the US who
barred a woman with a
headscarf from entering
his court. Would the
same judge turn away

a Jewish man with a
yarmulke or a nun in
her habit?’

It is very much a
story of our times,
beset with conflicts
and confusion
particularly

around ideas of faith and
fundamentalism. Farah
tackles the subject head-on
by premising the story on
the experiences of a Somali
couple, Mugdi and Gacala,
having escaped from
troubles in their country,
now well-adjusted to
living in Oslo, Norway,
with their two children.
However, when their
son grows up to become
a jihadist, and dies in a
terrorist attack, and they
are forced to look after his
wife and her two children,
everything changes for
them. As The Oprah
Magazine observed, “The
political becomes personal
in this beautifully affecting
tale.” In tone, tale and
telling, it’s completely
different from the other
books laid out today.

The fifth book is a
completely different cup of
tea. This is Cousin Bazilio
by the Portuguese novelist
Eca de Queiroz, in English
translation by Margaret
Jull Costa. Although
first published in 1878, it
never feels dated. Richly

descriptive, languorously
sensuous, and exuding

the languidness of siestas
on humid afternoons, as
in: ‘Luiza yawned and
stretched. It was such a
bore having to get dressed!
She would have liked
simply to be dozing off in
a pink marble bath full of
warm, perfumed water! Or
else to be rocking gently
in a silken hammock, with
all the windows closed,
listening to music! She
shook off one slipper and
sat looking fondly at her
small, milk-white foot with
its tracery of blue veins,
thinking about all kinds of
things ...

In its own way, this
tale parading cuckolds
and mistresses, hypocrisy
and deceit, blackmail and
sentimentality, is also
founded on a yearning to
belong — to somebody,
to a set, to high society.
The characters materialise
before your eyes and even
if you have never visited
Lisbon, the city comes
alive.

Lucky you; so many
books to choose from!
What you read, how much,
and when, is your privilege.
What matters is that you
take a shot. After all, like
in sport, it doesn’t matter
if you win or lose, it’s how
you play the game.

The columnist is a
children’s writer and
senior journalist.

Designed by
Krishnapratheesh
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M Ambalavanan (RID 3232) US$
Ajay and Rooma Dubey (RID 3131) 3141 $3,525,764 1
Khandkar Shafiqul Haque (RID 3281) 3131 $1,760,573 10
Mituli Mahbub Hossain (RID 3281) 3232 $1,739,390 11
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Services Private Limited (RID 3142)
*Interim unaudited update
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On the racks

SERVICE
ABOVE SELF

Service Above Self -

The Biography of

M K Panduranga Setty

Author : Vedam Jaishankar
M Satyanarayan

Publisher : Vimal Publication

Pages 1 292

ith a foreword by RI President

Shekhar Mehta, this book is
an interesting account of the life of
PRID Panduranga Setty. From his
first trip to Switzerland as a nervous
boy to becoming a well-known
educationist and industrialist of
Karnataka, this book narrates the
story of Setty, his successful career
and journey in the Rotary world.
Over the years he learnt to appreciate
the beauty of nature, followed an
arduous work ethic, and took up
charitable work. The book gives
readers a ringside view of his life
as a member of RC Bangalore for
the last 54 years, his achievements
and the service he has rendered. It
also highlights how he developed a
strong network of friends and rich
experiences which aided him in
doing good in the world.

A Kashmiri Century
Author : Khemlata Wakhlu
Publisher : HarperCollins
Pages : 356; 3388

ritten by former cabinet

minister Khemlata
Wakhlu, a Kashmiri, this book
delves into the lives of Hindus
and Muslims living in the
valley. We get a glimpse of the
Kashmir that Khemlata grew
up in, its ethos and culture over
several centuries. Having been
ruled by kings from diverse
faiths and cultures, the region
has undergone various cycles
of social, cultural and religious
changes which have impacted the
life of the Kashmiris. The stories
in the book are an insight into
Kashmiri society, its evolution
and how the people dealt
with the valley’s bitter past. It
highlights the natural beauty of
the region, its contributions to
Indian literature and its vibrant
flora and fauna. The stories are
based on the author’s personal
experiences and her intimate
understanding of what it means to
be a Kashmiri-speaking native.

A DIFFERENT
ROUTET0 SUGCESS

RAMESH
MARAYAN

A Different Route to

Success
Author : Ramesh Narayan

Publisher : Notion Press
Pages  : 110;3299

iving readers a peek into

his professional life, the
author examines the factors
that contributed to his success
in the advertising field. The
founder of Canco Advertising
was quite active in this field
for well over two decades,
before retiring at 50 for good.
The author narrates anecdotes
from his own life making the
book an interesting read. He
elaborates on what success
means to him and the journey
that took him to where he is
today. Genius is not the only
important thing that determines
a person’s success, Narayan
states, and explains that practi-
cal learning is critical to attain
professional goals. According
to him there is “no one formula
for success. Nor one route to
this holy grail.” The self-help
book tells his success story in
simple language with a mix of
interesting anecdotes, honest
insights and a different look at
success.

Compiled by Kiran Zehra
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