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We welcome your feedback. Write to the Editor:
rotarynews @rosaonline.org; rushbhagat@gmail.com.
Mail your project details, along with hi-res photos,
to rotarynewsmagazine @ gmail.com.

Messages on your club/district projects, information and links on zoom meetings/
webinar should be sent only by e-mail to the Editor at rushbhagat@gmail.com
or rotarynewsmagazine @ gmail.com. WHATSAPP MESSAGES
WILL NOT BE ENTERTAINED.

Click on Rotary News Plus on our website
www.rotarynewsonline.org to read about more Rotary projects.
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Unaudited Interim TRF Contributions as on June 2021

(in US Dollars)

District Annual PolioPlus Endowment Other Total
Number Fund Fund Funds Contributions
India

2981 197,182 8,037 22,231 2,058 229,509
2982 157,849 19,308 20,770 109,312 307,240
3000 221,823 37,784 492 74,464 334,563
3011 339,664 17,593 65,653 596,775 1,019,684
3012 110,704 2,780 0 42,321 155,806
3020 213,466 166,771 153,471 45,907 579,615
3030 222,792 5,407 39,408 167,057 434,663
3040 66,519 3,546 0 182,456 252,521
3053 77,915 8,642 24,961 230,147 341,665
3054 112,356 7,918 0 622,200 742,473
3060 371,823 3,759 207,164 615,999 1,198,745
3070 63,184 2,760 0 74,797 140,741
3080 154,704 17,062 1,097 (13,280) 159,583
3090 62,869 603 0 (736) 62,736
3100 72,466 252 0 15,885 88,603
3110 104,698 300 0 0 104,999
3120 64,642 2,378 0 9,659 76,679
3131 506,073 44,852 172,872 1,035,650 1,759,448
3132 82,501 7,335 15,000 8,451 113,287
3141 1,081,701 52,184 427,101 1,963,778 3,524,764
3142 345,152 37,852 1,451 111,320 495,776
3150 240,891 22,687 207,804 55,026 526,408
3160 160,306 21,109 12,085 440 193,940
3170 513,558 31,464 5,554 411,534 962,111
3181 225,769 12,613 0 9,385 247,767
3182 133,331 7,804 0 41,729 182,864
3190 395,810 129,555 121,058 577,930 1,224,353
3201 306,596 50,148 0 935,423 1,292,167
3202 116,506 34,071 1,135 244718 396,430
3211 110,445 4,554 1,300 179,795 296,094
212 27,466 69,801 10,153 497,876 605,295
3231 20,891 2,145 0 23,767 46,804
232 152,178 62,690 50,199 1,471,981 1,737,047
3240 278,481 54172 0 48,935 381,588
3250 102,571 6,225 7,195 150,793 266,784
3261 154,709 3,441 50,000 114,300 322,450
3262 122,689 5,051 2,562 950 131,253
3291 218,366 18,522 58,758 72,592 368,238
3220  sri Lanka 247,012 38,685 42,000 49,406 377,103
3271 pakistan 80,601 102,291 0 308,125 491,017
3272 Ppakistan 87,460 25,578 0 1,168 114,205
3281 Bangladesh 298,038 90,958 90,894 544,839 1,024,779
3282 Bangladesh 79,560 13,119 0 8,270 100,949
3292 Nepal 343,542 17,196 0 461,654 822,392

Source: RI South Asia Office
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17. Ratna Prabhakar Anne
18. Ravi Deshpande
19. Saleem M

20. Salim Batada

21. Sushil Saini

22. Vasu Rajaram

23. Vijay Purwar
24.Y Janardhan Rao
25. Yashwant Jejurikar

26. Dr Aruna Tantia
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Victoria, Australia District of Columbia Missouri, USA

USA
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Center (Houston) Pont-Audemer Mambalam

Texas, USA Eure, France Tamil Nadu, India
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Of soirees and
sensations

Stories from the world of music,
real and real-ly imagined.

11 of us have
stories to
share from

our experiences and we
recount them, sometimes
deadpan, sometimes
blended with mirch masala
and a crush of kasuri methi
for the general listening
pleasure. Among my
mother’s all-time favourite
stories concerned the
golden-voiced, maverick
yet endearing musician
M Balamuralikrishna.
Amma’s story goes
like this: Many years ago,
the Music Academy in
Madras (now Chennai), the
frontrunning platform for
all performing artists, had
blacklisted Balamurali, and
would not invite him to

perform on its stage. The
reasons are unknown to
me. However, Balamurali
was not only a creative
genius, he was fiercely
dogged and he somehow,
finally, managed to get
aleg in. This is when
Amma’s giggling fit
would begin. She and my
aunt were in the upper
galleries that evening
when Balamurali took

the stage and the way she
tells it, he didn’t get off
until he had run through
practically his entire
songbook, turning one
page after another without
a break. It was, my mother
recalls, a performance
that showcased some
familiar songs, but mostly

original compositions

set in ragas of his own
creation. You could see
the organisers getting
agitated, my mother would
recall giggling away ‘They
tried so hard to stop him,’
Amma would say, ‘but
uh-huh, he didn’t even
look in their direction, he
just went on and on. They
didn’t know what to do!”’

Music, like poetry,
resides with and around
us everywhere, in every
moment, but the world
has chosen June 21 to
celebrate it annually, at
least since around 1981.
That’s why my thoughts
drifted to music, musicians
and, as you rightly guess,
books about music and
musicians. Prominently
displayed in my bookshelf
is Raga’n Josh: Stories
Jfrom a Musical Life by
Sheila Dhar. It’s a gift
from a friend: a collection
of incisive, droll and
detailed writings about
many things, especially
music.

Sheila Dhar was
passionate about
Hindustani music and was
no mean singer herself.
She worked with the
Publications Division
and wrote a delightful
book for children (among
others) called This India.
She was associated
with the Sangeet Natak
Akademi and the Indian
Council for Cultural
Relations. She was a
sharp writer and being
married to the economist
PN Dhar provided many

opportunities to rub
shoulders with prominent
and/or influential people.
Her musical journey
brought her close to
personalities such as
Begum Akhtar, Fayyaz
Ahmad Khan, Pran Nath,
Siddheswari Devi and
Kesarbai Kerkar. Add to
all this a keen sense of
observation laced with a
streak of mischief, not to
mention an amazing way
with words. To quote from
the back cover of Raga’'n
Josh: ‘Incisive intelligence,
comic effervescence,
self-deprecating humour,
and a fascinating ability

to manipulate the English
language for Indian
contexts...” The book has
and is all this. The best part
is that you don’t have to
be a music-lover to enjoy
it, although it is a bonus if
you do.

As you chuckle your
way through the pieces,
each a separate chapter,
you also get glimpses
into the lifestyle of a
well-positioned and
extended Mayur Kayasth
family whose dining table




seated over 50 members
in descending order of
importance at any given
meal. That is a story in
itself. The collection
also has memorable
ruminations on many
subjects, but the music
plays on.

For instance, I opened
the book at random and
found this little section
talking about how
musicians are influenced
by those whom they
admire or love, even
if they belong to other
gharanas or schools: “The
other day a brilliant young
vocalist, recording her
first CD, honoured the
master she admired most
simply by singing in his
special manner. Everyone
present recognised the
tribute without a word
having been said. “I
just felt like writing a
love letter today,” she
remarked later.” Then,
Sheila Dhar goes on to
mention how every time
Mallikarjun Mansur sang
Raag Jaunpuri, he would
‘interrupt himself to tell
his listeners that he was
singing the antara in the

characteristic manner

of Manji Khan, a guru
whom he adored’. A little
later, he would mention
the name of Rahmat
Khan from whom Manji
Khan had got it. ‘In this
tradition,” Sheila Dhar
writes, ‘no great musician
lives alone on the creative
mountaintop... In a
sense, all outstanding
achievement in this field
is collective, and there is
a sense of participation by
a warm, closely connected
joint family which lives in
the mind of the musician
and provides him with all
the earlier recordings he
might wish to refer to.’

In a sense, it is this
‘collective’ that Carnatic
musician TM Krishna
is perhaps inspired by
in his thoughtful, often
provocative writings and in
his music itself. Whether
you are a musician or not,
aficionado or not, his
A Southern Music is a
must-read for the insights
it provides and the thinking
it triggers about history,
tradition, practice and
performance. Striking a
different note is Namita
Devidayal’s The Music
Room. Although it’s a
memoir of the author’s
musical journey, it has
a fiction-like quality. It

begins with her first lessons

as a child to study music
from Dhondutai, the last

disciple of Kesarbai Kerkar

and Alladiya Khan. As
the reader journeys with
Namita Devidayal, an

intricately interlinked world

unravels in which music
dominates. In an interaction
at the Asia Society
headquarters in New York
some ten years back, the
author told her audience:
‘The music we have today
is as beautiful as it is only
because of the influences
that came in when the
Mughals came in. ... You
have Hindu singers and
Muslim singers performing
together in a way that is
unimaginable. I think we
need to cherish this.’
That’s what, perhaps,
inspired singer Shubha
Mudgal to write Looking
for Miss Sargam: Stories of
Music and Misadventure.
The fact that she cherishes
her musical heritage as
well as all that it has
given her as a practising
musician. Anyone who
knows music knows
Shubha Mudgal and her
powerhouse of a voice.
That same voice speaks
to readers with affection,
irony, compassion and
accuracy in this, her debut
offering of fiction. Yet,
again, as anyone who is
familiar with the music
world would know, truth

The music we have today
is as beautiful as it is only
because of the influences that
came in when the Mughals
came in. ... You have Hindu
singers and Muslim singers
performing together in a

way that is unimaginable.

lies at the heart of each
story, whether it is about
a singer dying to perform
abroad and being hosted
by locals in the US, or
raising funds for a music
competition. India-
Pakistan music concerts
for peace? There hangs

a story. Work not being
acknowledged, or worse,
being appropriated?
Looking for patronage?
Or desperate for public
honour? Shubha Mudgal
writes with a light touch
but the underlying tragedy
is unmistakable.

So, dear readers,
there’s plenty to look
forward to and, given
the present environment,
time enough to read and
ruminate. When you go
looking for these books,

I promise you will stumble
upon an even greater haul.
Miss Sargam could lead
the way, to both books
and music. Don’t forget to
listen to music.

The columnist is a
children’s writer and
senior journalist.
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On the racks

Hisila
Author : Hisila Yami
Publisher : Penguin Random
House India
Pages : 384; 3499
Hisila Yami in her political memoir
writes about her life as a Nepali
politician and an architect. She talks about
being a young student activist in 1978
and recounts the 1990 uprising against
the Panchayat regime, a partyless type of
governance initiated by King Mahendra by
sidelining the dominant Nepali Congress,
which ruled Nepal from 1960-90. She was
one of the prominent women leaders in that
political uprising. The book gives insight
into her personal life from her marriage to
a fellow architect and politician, Baburam
Bhattarai, who went on to become Nepali
PM to her struggles as a mother and a
politician. She also recalls her student years
in Delhi studying architecture and then
becoming the president of the All-Nepal
Women’s Association. Her arrest for her
anti-monarchy stance and how she went
underground in 1996 during the People’s
War in Nepal were narrated in an inter-
esting manner. She became a politburo
member of the CPN (Maoist) which was
also nicely captured in crisp words.
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Inside Money

Author : Zachary Karabell
Publisher : Penguin Press
Pages : 448; 32,562

walk through the history of the

private investment firm Brown
Brothers Harriman, this book explores
its central role in American wealth
creation and the rise of US as a global
power. Historian Karabell digs deep
into and examines the long history of
this financial services firm in a political
context. He reveals some uncomfort-
able truths of the intertwined firm,
such as its deep involvement in the
cotton economy in southern America
that implies that the firm may have
supported slavery in the past. The book
also gives insight into the leadership of
Alexander Brown, who set up the first
investment bank in the US, by joining
hands with his sons at the Alex Brown
and Sons Inc. This company endured
wars, banking panics and stock market
crashes over decades. The book offers
an interesting account of the firm’s big
push into advisory, wealth manage-
ment, commercial banking, and inves-
tor services for corporates and high net
worth clients.

WHAT
HAPPENED
TO YOU?

COMVERBATIONE N TRANSA
BENILITNE], AWD WEALINS

BRUCE D FPERRY, wp, »s
OPRAH WINFREY

What Happened to You?
Author : Bruce D Perry
and Oprah
Winfrey
Publisher : Flatiron Books
Pages : 304; 32,108

prah Winfrey, American

talk show host and
TV producer, along with
Dr Bruce D Perry, American
psychiatrist and senior fellow
at the Child Trauma Academy
in Houston, Texas, analyses
the effects of trauma on the
brain. They discuss both the
emotional and biological
changes the trauma creates.
Dr Perry explains how child-
hood trauma can profoundly
affect an adult’s life. The
book alternates between sec-
tions written by Oprah, as she
recalls events from her life,
and Perry who uses anecdotes
from his practice to explain
concepts about the brain’s
response to trauma in a
conversational tone. There are
discussions on drug addiction
and how people use artificial
means to restore some sense
of balance in their lives. In
other chapters they discuss
love, identifying trauma and
the healing process.

Compiled by Kiran Zehra
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Admissions
Open 2021-22

For UG/PG/Ph.D./Professional programmes
Option-1: Apply Offline
Visit our Campus between 9.30 am &

Psychometric Testing available for
Vocational & Career Counselling
https://onlineadmission.iisuniv.ac.in/node/3016

FOR ACADEMIC COUNSELLING &/OR ANY
SPECIFIC QUERIES :

9358819994 <5cia

SOCIAL SCIENCE 9358819995 SCIENCE
9358819996

ormail at: . .
admissions@iisuniv.ac.in

4.00 pm on all working days
Option-2 : Apply Online
https://onlineadmission.iisuniv.ac.in/

Direct Admission for UG/PG &
Professional programmes

Admission to Ph.D. programmes
through Research Entrance Test (RET)

on [21.08.2021

ADVT.

COMMERCE & |
FOR GENERAL ENQUIRY : +91 141 2397906-07, +91 141 2400160, 2401008

PROGRAMMES OFFERED

UNDERGRADUATE PROGRAMMES

SPECIALIZED PROGRAMMES

= B.Com. Hons. (Proficiency in Chartered
Accounting/ Proficiency in Company

aspirants of CA&CS.

= B.Com. Hons. (Applied Accounting and
Finance) Accredited by ACCA, UK.

= M.A.- Economics, English, French,
Sociology, Geography, History, Political
Science, Mathematics, International
Relations, Public Administration,

Economics, Environmental Science,
Geography, Information Technology,
Mathematics, Microbiology, Physics,
Psychology, Statistics, Zoology

= M.Com. - Accounting & Taxation, Business
Studies, Financial Studies

Innovation, Entrepreneurship and Venture
Development

= M.B.A. (Dual Specialization, Trimester

Educational)

= M.C.A. (Master of Computer Applications -
Two years semester based programme)
(Co-Educational)

RESEARCH PROGRAMMES

=B.A. =B.Sc. Hons. = ICAI spo.nsored Cpr_tilicale programme for . v sc. Home Science - Clothing and = Ph.D.

«B.A. Hons. «B.Sc. Hons. (Home  Accounting Technicians. Textiles, Foods and Nutrition, Human  Faculty of Arts & Social Sciences: English,

-BA. (Journalism ~ SC) * University of Cambridge, U.K.'s Business  Development Journalism and Mass Communication,
End Mass on) l(aMsu(I;tlnl.:g:illsa& English Certificates Tests of English «M.F.A. - Applied Art (Graphic  Economics, Geography, History, Political
ommunication i Design/lllustration), Print Making, History of Science, Fine Arts, Fashion & Textiles,

«B.EA. (Applied Animation) BACHELOR OF VOCATION (B.VOC.) PROGRAMMES Art,gPainting, S)culpture (Pgortraituyre, Mathematics, Psychology, Statistics

Art, Painting, *B.Sc. Fashion = B.Voc. (Office Management and Secretarial ~ Creative Sculpture) Faculty of Science : Environmental & Life
Sculpture) gess'g"} " Practices) = M.A. Journalism & Mass Communication Sciences (Botan;/, Biotechnology,

=B.B.A. -D.es?éne&we ery = B.Voc. (Banking and Financial Services) = M.A./M.Com./M.Sc. Fashion Design Environmental .Science, Microbiqlogy,

«B.CA. Technology «B.Voc. (Entrepreneurship and Business = M.S.W. (Master of Social Work) Zoology), Chemistry, Computer Science,

«B.Com. Innovation) =M.B.A. (Semester Based) Human Easuhrﬁgfm':lséGrzofr:?)phy,'w'l(m:rﬁg'teigc:

»B.Com. Hons. = BA.BEd.* » Boc. (Digital Marketing)  wsppowearyue  ResOUrce Management; International gy qiee Psychologpy Statistics Y
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