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We welcome your feedback. Write to the Editor:
rotarynews @rosaonline.org; rushbhagat @gmail.com.
Mail your project details, along with hi-res photos,
to rotarynewsmagazine @ gmail.com.

Messages on your club/district projects, information and links on zoom meetings/
webinar should be sent only by e-mail to the Editor at rushbhagat@gmail.com
or rotarynewsmagazine @gmail.com. WHATSAPP MESSAGES
WILL NOT BE ENTERTAINED.

Click on Rotary News Plus on our website
www.rotarynewsonline.org to read about more Rotary projects.

I3 2021 el WAER 5



2020 #, < §9 1ot sreAdE Gm, 928 s
gd o T 61 61 siqren 781 o1 fop ufkerd so+ Sear S|
oifebe H EHRI TR %1 TRl b =9 H S H e e
% 0 9, T W 1 T T o % forg U v 6
Teo TR 8| %2 AN A gH A HI el 3R AT A
% el | == Hd A W 8, AR e Fo wEn § fw
9| 39 @, gH A A WA R - TR AR g8 e
A% o Trrafid = 9 BId1 & Filh Ferd g R & HeAm|
F ACA Fl 8| G 3R HH 30 IR F e qRAR
el A frer wEe 3 A B9 fUsel v A @ e @
T &0 W el el Herl eifebel 4 Tofd, 7 WS 1 AT
FRA BT U AT AT AT| T S W9 A fwa bl A
1| § Fifved = & goml w9 fren {9 § wae &
fiet ura| §9 1emer % w9 H oA H o wEied §
R 78 @, TR 6 g I 6 avE § HwEa #d g9 3
T % T FA % ¢ Wb @ |

7e 1 AR & e argwa g 2020-21 & foBm o
T, FTFAD AR TAAHE| Tl H3H T8 B 6 g
HERT | UESl AT I I A8l ST g1 BH TR Fgl
| A TG AT ATHA IR AR UG A o o1
S & G 39 ] R, S v el feer %
=Y H s U] g1 3T Fdl hl Hod 9 @
o ToTq, Thesieh TR TR Ueh 1, 3Afereh feilerer 2R i SAreredeha
2| Tafarere < A & & < fofu 37em 21 @, ifeh H 3
T gEHH < AT Bl T A % (ol Tieaied el &| U
3R e S g1 Tl SoT Tehd @ A1 @ Aigansll &l gt 3R

T g AATEH
TR -chiferg giea

B HTE TTeh! AfHerT H 9fg | qE W § 6 ard 7gd
T AR 3R e Tl Bl R AR F d 8 gd S A
TR I TGS Fofdll bl STHEIA FReh 39 Tz § 3T Fed
| 1 Aqerhdia de TgE %1 g A IR 7 DI, Ak
e < T ATRIGRI Y 3R AR 3 7% Tgell o foarer 1|

Tt forRor o e eIt %1 HerEe Heh Ak
TG~ 19 CIBTRRT STTATAT 1 THA HRA T S B &R T80
2 TSI SO Tgd T 2| AR Wil 1 W F % fow e
S g A % Wehd ¢ I4 B AR TEI =Y 3R 31 EAR
U U Y SAHTENTT &5 - TR0~ W I e B TR
21 o 9 vedh 9w =@ = b G o6 Ao e ) @er
8@ A W A g FIE AG TS 2| 3 AW & A
%1 S aree foha @ SAW eH Al T W hd 8| 3 Ve
T Tl T8, BT GAR Tl SR I defel H gAR GRal bl
e | 4 T 3,30 3 WeR Bl T AR G T 3

TE R H TR W S A o Y 31 ] AdH Aol 39
forger et % SR oA D FA B b AH SR BT U
I HETE R % 2| & e H1 W Wil % e F o
H 3@d @ S SO HAl F FETS T Sl 8l 3H PR
Gag 78l B 6 = ernEwor @l # g Fa W el Sin
T =] TR U g 1 TR fee s R B
fop eft % fou @@ & Sw T & Fn o 3| 3% By
T T G IR TE AN B A FRA b (T IR A
3| 3R T gH TG i @1 A B, o g Afesh
3 R foet % et 1 ga W 3| A0 @ e #
S F@ 0w 2 78 TR o % fofe, fordt o <ie R U
3R PR e 2|

BIOR A

aTeTET, Ay FaIAA

6 el TR I 2021



¥ PRI HEWRI T TAU W& % =9 # 3718 qaral
&1 9978 A, TAR T a1l feeisn aiar At
THAM | T © 2| Th S Al 1 WA GoF B
TR | P % §6 T gHel, S 3T Wi i qee
X % 1Y ¢ =l U9 AR § A19E 3T 8, 4 gAR 39
1 SFER, B Ul SE[Teh TR Yorrel] ! Terdl TRererett
A TR e 1 g T eI Bl Fg ara fhat @
#1 T AT AfH b RAGRI 1 VAT & Il 2, T4 I8
IFE ATl | Slel fqan AT 81 U+ g4 A at
T 13U, 9 HEMIRI 4 SeATHR T St BHR Qe HHAT
R AF! 4 A % IR UEA Tz o, 74 feg, HaE, e, v
aNfg &% 3RUATA 3TU4 AN &I TFTH I ds UaH
FA § ermd 9| i @urd ofR eRgdTel % AT 98
&I TATET e ATl i Al A1 o BifeY, S S A
TE A & WAl & 3R RIS W &, I 5o Tl & T
F Fo radTe § 39 A i 9] B FHA 8 T A
728 &7 e URaR H§ A T8 | A Em A
e foom 4 o ufa @1 @ T, 98 Faw 48 a¥ % &
3R dAMerTg WhR H Il el AU 91| a8 3 I
ool S aTet 92 % fole webed rfaares €1 61 HR o
T ATHAT % %81 8| o feaera 9 1 | 1 @l feam, 3w
T A 3 fyan i @l femn| A, T Sad @ wifee
APRE | Sl HA W B o, AT YU e W T
9| T FhH & b o # A SAferenier AT g WA T H
ot firare % w@ie %1 T |41 1@ 8|
AR BRI IRA A B ATl "l AR ABeTeA %

X A 3% A T FSAT

St u fafes AT SR A o 98 T8 B R A o A
@WW%WW@@%IﬁZOOm%WW
et @ aifem sgioter aitfa & 8 2| s, wre,
R Q1 R, # @d A gl wwaEt, feie st arar-fdr,
TS -8, =TT, WATol, HAT 3R BT Sl ! @l oz 2,
%1 o1 TR i @1 TR &9 9 3relfaaT weq @ fog
AT A U I AT el gel 8l 3R 3 afedi # e
a1 B A el B

W G UEaIal o A 9 Ueh, TowmieT A atfe, 3
foell o1 # 7Y oo fuar % e w e 3w i st
W@Wﬁ?ﬁﬂ?ﬁﬁ@?ﬁmﬂﬁ?ﬁNotﬁon
Grief % WIEAH ¥ Tehe TohAT 8| 98 ATSAMNAT § 3104 TETR
T 9 3R 98 AN #| AbeeA % ®RU GHM a5 q; 7
A B FE foepel S F 3R 10 5 Hl T8 = 94|

"F i & TE| 37 ARAl b TR H T B W -
# SR I FE IAA B W 88 A W Al IW b B, W
foan & =7, SR STiferd vd @y 3| 4 i 3 <0l &, W
W W T &, 3R el A el e 98- J 3o it
3R gt i =R €7 7l WA S SR S & S Il g,
M AT %A AR A A1l T Fell d R T 8| T8 g
3 Jedl WAl 8, A oIl @Al 8, Seih B STeAT Ty
= Q foer o1 87 § arufert # & @ gE g, WU gAwn 0
BTl WE B Ted TeR 6! TeATY &R W6l 8 b AT
T AT BT GoAil| TeT qh 5 AANATE A B
T IR H qaT 781 8"

Qﬁaﬂq%ﬂ%?ﬁaﬁzﬁNotesonGriefﬁW...
T 3! 3 M T fued & Heg HT|

it T

I3 2021 Tl AR 7



Governors Council

RIDist2981 DG R Balaji Babu
RIDist2982 DG KS Venkatesan

RI Dist 3000 DG AL Chokkalingam
RIDist3011 DG Sanjiv Rai Mehra

RIDist 3012 DG Alok Gupta

RIDist 3020 DG Muttavarapu Satish Babu
RIDist 3030 DG Shabbir Shakir

RIDist 3040 DG Gajendra Singh Narang
Rl Dist 3053 DG Harish Kumar Gaur

RI Dist 3054 DG Rajesh Agarwal

Rl Dist 3060 DG Prashant Harivallabh Jani
RIDist3070 DG CA Davinder Singh
RIDist 3080 DG Ramesh Bajaj

RI Dist 3090 DG Vijay Arora

RIDist3100 DG Manish Sharda

RIDist 3110 DG Dinesh Chandra Shukla
RIDist 3120 DG Karunesh Kumar Srivastava
RIDist 3131 DG Rashmi Vinay Kulkarni
RIDist 3132 DG Harish Motwani

RI Dist 3141 DG Sunnil Mehra

RIDist 3142 DG Dr Sandeep Kadam

RIDist 3150 DG Nalla Venkata Hanmanth Reddy

RIDist 3160 DG B Chinnapa Reddy
RIDist 3170 DG Sangram Vishnu Patil
RIDist3181 DG M Ranganath Bhat
RIDist3182 DG B Rajarama Bhat

RIDist 3190 DG BL Nagendra Prasad
RIDist 3201 DG Jose Chacko Madhavassery
RIDist 3202 DG Dr Hari Krishnan Nambiar
RIDist 3211 DG Dr Thomas Vavanikunnel
RIDist 3212 DG PNB Murugadoss

RIDist 3231 DG K Pandian

RIDist 3232 DG S Muthupalaniappan
RIDist 3240 DG Subhasish Chatterjee

RI Dist 3250 DG Rajan Gandotra

RIDist 3261 DG Fakir Charan Mohanty
RIDist 3262 DG Saumya Rajan Mishra
RIDist 3291 DG Sudip Mukherjee
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India, and published by PT Prabhakar on behalf
of Rotary News Trust from Dugar Towers, 3 Flr,
34, Marshalls Road, Egmore, Chennai 600 008.
Editor: Rasheeda Bhagat.

The views expressed by contributors are not
necessarily those of the Editor or Trustees of
Rotary News Trust (RNT) or Rotary International
(RI). No liability can be accepted for any loss
arising from editorial or advertisement content.
Contributions - original content - is welcome but
the Editor reserves the right to edit for clarity or
length. Content can be reproduced with permission
and attributed to RNT.
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Membership Summary
(As on May 1, 2021)
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Rotary at a glance
Rotary clubs : 36,782 Rotary members : 1,198,766
Rotaract clubs : 10,063 Rotaract members : 217,186
Interact clubs : 15,035 Interact members : 368,805
RCCs : 11,587 As on 18 May 2021
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Bookmarks as
signals and sentinels

Sandhya Rao

Mostly they tell us how far we've travelled
in a book, occasionally they remind us
that the journey remains unfinished.

arly April, I returned to
The Library Book months
after having inserted a

bookmark to indicate where I had
stopped reading. Some of you may
remember the name: it’s a book
by Susan Orlean about a massive
fire that was deliberately set off
at the Los Angeles Public Library
on April 29, 1986, in which some
400,000 books were destroyed.

It begins: ‘Even in Los Angeles,
where there is no shortage of
remarkable hairdos, Harry Peak
attracted attention. “He was very
blond. Very, very blond,” his law-
yer said to me, and then he flut-
tered his hand across his forehead,
performing a pantomime of Peak’s
heavy swoop of bangs. Another
lawyer, who questioned Peak in a
deposition, remembered his hair
very well. “He had a lot of it,” she
said. “And he was very definitely
blond.” An arson investigator

I met described Peak entering a

courtroom “with all that hair,” as

if his hair existed independently.’
I remember the book was

so compelling that I told many

friends about it. If the felicitous

writing and amazing accounts of

people, events, places, libraries

and reading was so fascinat-

ing, why had I left it half-way?

Returning to it now is proving as
engrossing as ever, the historical
details enlightening, the anecdotes
engaging, the descriptions of
librarians and patrons absorbing.
For instance, around page 160,

we are introduced to a young man
‘with a sweet, distracted look on
his face’. This is CJ. He is deaf
and autistic and has an extraordi-
nary knowledge of maps. When
the library acquires the Feathers
Collection, maps occupying ‘the
equivalent of two football fields
of shelving’, it is found to be all
jumbled up. CJ is called in to help
organise the maps. In the course
of putting the maps in order, CJ
finds one stuck between the pages
of a street atlas. It turns out to

be a ‘map of the 1932 Summer
Olympics, which were held in Los
Angeles just as the Great Depres-
sion bore down. ... along the top
of the map was the encouraging
yet commanding phrase AVOID
CONFUSION. The map had

the frozen-moment quality of a
snapshot.’

So, again: Why had I stopped
reading? If you look online for
reasons why people don’t finish
reading books, the most common
answer is that they lose interest
in them because they are bad or
boring. In my case, two things
happened: I was distracted by a
whole pile of new books, and laid
low by a mountain of work-
related deadlines. After a while
The Library Book was forgotten,
although it remained — bookmark
visible — on my open reading
shelf, it was not consigned to a
cupboard with closed doors. There
were several occasions when |
could have picked it up, given the
ever-lengthening of our collective
coronavirus isolation period, but
the mood did not permit. Until this



moment. Thanks be for the return
of the mojo because The Library
Book, with its unprepossessing,
old-fashioned cover design, is a
book lover’s delight.

The fact is, I rarely read only
one book at a time, although
usually I prefer to generally do
things one at a time and cross them
off the list as I complete the tasks.
With books, however, three at one
go is normal; it’s like savouring
the flavour of the moment, each
book a different flavour. The
Library Book is quite distinct
from Lesley Hazleton’s The First
Muslim (brilliant) which is a far
cry from Naguib Mahfouz’s The
Quarter (not as compelling as his
other work) and Burhan S6nmez’s
Istanbul Istanbul (a tough read).
You could argue that there’s some
similarity between Mahfouz and
Soénmez, but while The Quarter
is a collection of quirky, short
sketches featuring individuals
inhabiting a certain part of Cairo,
Sonmez sets the complex and
sometimes confusing narratives of
his characters inside a prison ward.
Other titles awaiting my return
include Djinn Patrol on the Purple
Line by Deepa Anappara and The
Vanishing Half by Brit Bennet.

This is where the game of
algorithms comes into play. And
we all know that the world of
cyberspace is completely ruled by
algorithms. So, I really shouldn’t
have been surprised to see the
June 2019 article by Nilanjana
Roy pop up on my Google menu:
‘Why adults abandon more books
than children’. The Internet Of All
Things (sorry, [oT) had probably
tracked my search for reasons why
books are left partially read, and
decided to help out. Writing in the
Financial Times, she — 1 absolutely
loved her book, The Wildings —
says, ‘An unfinished book is not
necessarily bad or good — perhaps
it is only that it took the reader by
surprise. It was not the story they
were expecting; they didn’t like
the main characters; they found the
book unsettling. You might feel
sympathy for readers who turn to
Moby Dick expecting a rousing
man-versus-great-white-whale
adventure, and discover a book
rippling with digressions on church
services, and an entire chapter on
the glories of tubs of whale sperm.’

Respectfully going by
Nilanjana Roy’s explanation, I shall
most likely not pick up Djinn Patrol
again: the prose is lucid and the plot
sufficiently twisty-turny, but in my

view, the book is overwritten, the
voices are not entirely in character,
and some of the stylistic devices are
definitely illogical. Mind you, this
is a subjective opinion, so please
feel free to make of it what you will.
Still, I would urge you to take a shot
at The Vanishing Half: it holds your
attention from the very first page
and the storyline seems promising.
That’s next on my CTR (continue
to read) list. As against TBR (to be
read). Istanbul Istanbul will take a
little more fortitude and possibly
time, but fortitude shall be garnered
and time made because for one, the
cover is too dramatic to disregard,
and for another, the voices too
compelling to ignore. So, too, The
First Muslim. There’s no way I'm
not going to finish that book, and
since The Quarter is our book club’s
choice, besides being an easy read,
that’s going to breast the tape as
well. This time, on my Kindle.

Which brings me to a question:
Would I (or you or we) love a book
more if it were an object ‘in person’
so to speak, pages, jacket, smell and
all, rather than on a ‘device’? What
do you think?

The columnist is a children’s
writer and senior journalist.
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Subscription norms

Subscription is for the Rotary year (July to June).
It is mandatory for every Rotarian to subscribe to a Rotary magazine.

The annual subscription for print version is I420 and e-version is X360
per member.

Subscription for the full year must be sent in July, in the prescribed form.

Those joining after July can pay for the remaining Rotary year at I35 an
issue for print version and ¥30 for e-version.

Subscription account of the club with Rotary News 1s a running account
and does not cease at the end of June every year.

Names of all members, with their complete postal address with PIN
CODE, mobile number and e-mail ID must be sent along with the
form and DD/cheques payable at par.

Language preference (English, Hindi or Tamil) should be stated
alongside member’s name.

Please send the updated mailing address and contact details of your
members directly to Rotary News.

Members to ensure their names are included in the Subscribers’ list their
club sends us. If you’ve paid, but your name is not sent to us by your
club, you will not get a copy of the magazine.

When members leave, clubs should inform Rotary News. Please help
reduce wastage of copies.

Clubs are liable to pay for the number of magazines we despatch
according to the list available with the Rotary News Trust.

Unpaid dues of the club will be shown as outstanding against the club.
Any payment received subsequently will be adjusted against earlier dues.

Clubs with subscription arrears will be notified to RI and are liable for
suspension.

We are in the process of tallying our subscriber list with RI membership
from India.
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District Wise TRF Contributions as on April 2021

(in US Dollars)

District Annual PolioPlus Endowment Other Total EREY Donors EREY
Number Fund Fund Funds Contributions  (in numbers) %
India

2981 78,363 5,351 12,128 0 95,843 356 7.3
2982 40,731 16,977 20,770 49,946 128,424 120 3.9
3000 85,046 27,496 492 47,958 160,992 83 1.6
3011 86,648 16,120 65,653 282,154 450,576 123 3.4
3012 12,808 2,580 0 42,321 57,710 76 2.1
3020 162,332 67,334 81,660 42,726 354,053 280 6.9
3030 54,832 2,315 27,743 143,546 228,436 140 2.7
3040 37,139 354 0 11,876 49,369 50 24
3053 22,076 3,298 0 211,400 236,774 53 1.9
3054 74,395 3,562 0 368,873 446,830 266 44
3060 94,114 1,341 105,257 161,665 362,377 1,350 31.0
3070 46,199 1,813 0 52,573 100,586 299 9.5
3080 54,707 13,069 0 (13,308) 54,468 181 515
3090 35,919 533 0 (736) 35,716 117 5.8
3100 58,126 252 0 15,630 74,009 193 8.6
3110 43,364 200 0 0 43,564 70 1.9
3120 14,665 1,769 0 8,609 25,043 116 15
3131 239,586 43,760 136,935 778,326 1,198,606 1,068 20.8
3132 24,107 4,012 15,000 6,451 49,570 57 1.7
3141 652,937 44,754 397,179 1,250,422 2,345,292 968 18.2
3142 232,306 33,969 451 50,782 317,509 802 25.0
3150 128,947 10,115 160,043 38,280 337,385 794 24.0
3160 40,246 9,486 16 440 50,189 82 318
3170 55,582 24,189 1,240 206,105 287,116 260 4.6
3181 87,308 6,618 0 7,050 100,976 338 10.1
3182 93,031 6,138 0 16,207 115,375 400 13.0
3190 200,360 80,872 52,035 220,236 553,503 1,092 21.9
3201 170,413 39,821 0 398,400 608,633 595 10.7
3202 54,103 24,622 8,468 54,957 142,150 161 3.0
211 47,482 3,441 0 106,447 157,369 71 1.6
212 19,281 55,154 10,153 140,733 225,321 55 1.3
3231 4,776 589 0 23,767 29,132 25 0.6
232 90,357 45,062 21,500 1,142,888 1,299,807 200 8IS
3240 123,691 25,428 0 49,328 198,448 283 9.3
3250 47,820 4,439 7,195 62,199 121,653 345 9.4
3261 105,540 1,733 50,000 47,471 204,745 37 14
3262 100,581 3,253 2,777 (2,060) 104,552 146 4.1
3291 77,124 13,027 35,758 71,251 197,160 138 3.8
India Total 3,597,043 6,44,848 1,212,456 6,094,914 11,549,261 11,790 7.95
3220 sriLanka 168,897 21,022 26,000 48,781 264,701 258 13.6
3271 pakistan 48,292 97,291 0 239,793 385,376 202 124
3272 Pakistan 72,158 20,559 0 1,168 93,885 445 26.6
3281 Bangladesh 188,712 15,881 33,012 303,777 541,383 440 6.2
3282 Bangladesh 62,851 8,235 0 8,270 79,356 123 3.0
3292 Nepal 286,637 9,867 0 242,429 538,934 1,768 35.8
South Asia Total 4,424,591 8,17,703 1,271,468 6,939,133 13,452,894 1,5026 8.86

Source: RI South Asia Office
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HORIZONS

AT THE 2022 ROTARY INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION
IN HOUSTON, TEXAS, USA, 4-8 JUNE 2022

Take advantage of the limited-time registration rate of US$425* from 12 to 16 June.
Register today at convention.rotary.org.

New this year: Nonmembers are welcome to attend, so invite a friend to join you!

Information about nonmember registration rates and virtual-only attendance
can be found at convention.rotary.org. y .

*Registration must be paid in full between 12 and 16 June 2021 to receive the US$425 rate.

Rotary HOUSTON
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