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We welcome your feedback. Write to the Editor:
rotarynews @rosaonline.org; rushbhagat @gmail.com.
Mail your project details, along with hi-res photos,
to rotarynewsmagazine @gmail.com

Messages on your club/district projects, information and links on

zoom meetings/webinar should be sent only by e-mail to the
Editor at rushbhagat @gmail.com
or rotarynewsmagazine @ gmail.com
WHATSAPP MESSAGES WILL NOT BE ENTERTAINED.

Click on Rotary News Plus in our website

www.rotarynewsonline.org to read about more Rotary projects.
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Governors Council

RIDist2981 DG R Balaji Babu
RIDist2982 DG KS Venkatesan

RI Dist 3000 DG AL Chokkalingam
RIDist3011 DG Sanjiv Rai Mehra

RIDist 3012 DG Alok Gupta

RIDist 3020 DG Muttavarapu Satish Babu
RIDist 3030 DG Shabbir Shakir

RIDist 3040 DG Gajendra Singh Narang
Rl Dist 3053 DG Harish Kumar Gaur

RI Dist 3054 DG Rajesh Agarwal

RI Dist 3060 DG Prashant Harivallabh Jani
RIDist3070 DG CA Davinder Singh
RIDist 3080 DG Ramesh Bajaj

RI Dist 3090 DG Vijay Arora

RIDist 3100 DG Manish Sharda
RIDist3110 DG Dinesh Chandra Shukla
RIDist 3120 DG Karunesh Kumar Srivastava
RIDist 3131 DG Rashmi Vinay Kulkarni
RIDist3132 DG Harish Motwani

RI Dist 3141 DG Sunnil Mehra

RIDist 3142 DG Dr Sandeep Kadam

RIDist 3150 DG Nalla Venkata Hanmanth Reddy

RIDist 3160 DG B Chinnapa Reddy
RIDist 3170 DG Sangram Vishnu Patil
RIDist3181 DG M Ranganath Bhat
RIDist3182 DG B Rajarama Bhat

RIDist 3190 DG BL Nagendra Prasad

RI Dist 3201 DG Jose Chacko Madhavassery
RIDist 3202 DG Dr Hari Krishnan Nambiar
RIDist 3211 DG Dr Thomas Vavanikunnel
RIDist 3212 DG PNB Murugadoss

RIDist 3231 DG K Pandian

RIDist 3232 DG S Muthupalaniappan
RIDist 3240 DG Subhasish Chatterjee
RIDist 3250 DG Rajan Gandotra

RIDist 3261 DG Fakir Charan Mohanty
RIDist 3262 DG Saumya Rajan Mishra
RIDist 3291 DG Sudip Mukherjee

Printed by PT Prabhakar at Rasi Graphics Pvt Ltd,
40, Peters Road, Royapettah, Chennai - 600 014,
India, and published by PT Prabhakar on behalf
of Rotary News Trust from Dugar Towers, 3 Flr,
34, Marshalls Road, Egmore, Chennai 600 008.
Editor: Rasheeda Bhagat.

The views expressed by contributors are not
necessarily those of the Editor or Trustees of
Rotary News Trust (RNT) or Rotary International
(RI). No liability can be accepted for any loss
arising from editorial or advertisement content.
Contributions - original content - is welcome but
the Editor reserves the right to edit for clarity or
length. Content can be reproduced with permission
and attributed to RNT.
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Board of Permanent Trustees &

Executive Committee
PRIP Rajendra K Saboo RI Dist 3080
PRIP Kalyan Banerjee RI Dist 3060
RIPE Shekhar Mehta RI Dist 3291
PRID Panduranga Setty RI Dist 3190
PRID Sushil Gupta Rl Dist 3011
PRID Ashok Mahajan RI Dist 3141
PRID P T Prabhakar RI Dist 3232
PRID Dr Manoj D Desai RI Dist 3060
PRID C Basker RI Dist 3000

TRF Trustee Gulam A Vahanvaty RI Dist 3141

RID Dr Bharat Pandya RI Dist 3141
RID Kamal Sanghvi RI Dist 3250
RIDE AS Venkatesh RI Dist 3232
RIDE Dr Mahesh Kotbagi RI Dist 3131

Executive Committee Members (2020-21)

DG Sanjiv Rai Mehra Rl Dist 3011
Chair — Governors Council

DG Sudip Mukherjee RI Dist 3291
Secretary — Governors Council

DG Sangram Vishnu Patil RI Dist 3170

Secretary — Executive Committee

DG Prashant Harivallabh Jani RI Dist 3060
Treasurer — Executive Committee

DG S Muthupalaniappan RI Dist 3232

Member — Advisory Committee
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Senior Assistant Editor
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TRF Awards for

Rotary Year 2019-20

Zone - 4

Award Category Awardee District
Highest Contribution to Annual Fund, Rank 1 Harjit Singh Talwar 3141
Highest Contribution to Annual Fund, Rank 2 Mohan S Chandavarkar 3142
Highest Contribution to Endowment Fund, Rank 1 Harjit Singh Talwar 3141
Highest Contribution to Polio Fund, Rank 1 Anish Shah 3060
Highest per capita APF Contribution to TRF — Rank 1 | Harjit Singh Talwar 3141
Highest per capita APF Contribution to TRF — Rank 2 | Mohan S Chandavarkar 3142
Highest Total Contribution to TRF — Rank 1 Harjit Singh Talwar 3141
Highest Total Contribution to TRF — Rank 2 Ravee Dhotre 3131
Highest Donor Participation (%-wise) Anish Shah 3060
100% Club Participation Mohan S Chandavarkar 3142

Highest Contribution to Annual Fund, Rank 1 Sameer Hariani 3190
Highest Contribution to Annual Fund, Rank 2 Joseph Mathew 3181
Highest Contribution to Endowment Fund, Rank 1 Sivanarayana Rao Pandi 3150
Highest Contribution to Polio Fund, Rank 1 Chandramohan Govindarajulu 3232
Highest per capita APF Contribution to TRF —Rank 1 | Sameer Hariani 3190
Highest per capita APF Contribution to TRF — Rank 2 | Joseph Mathew 3181
Highest Total Contribution to TRF — Rank 1 R Madhav Chandran 3201
Highest Total Contribution to TRF — Rank 2 Chandramohan Govindarajulu 3232
Highest Donor Participation*® (%-wise) Zameer Pasha; Sameer Hariani; 3000, 3190
A Karthikeyan; A K Natesan 3202, 2982
100% Club Participation Zameer Pasha; A K Natesan; Girish Ratnakar 3000,
Masurkar 2982, 3170

Highest Contribution to Annual Fund, Rank 1 Debashish Das 3240
Highest Contribution to Endowment Fund, Rank 1 Kiran Lal Shrestha 3292
Highest Contribution to Polio Fund, Rank 1 Debashish Das 3240
Highest per capita APF Contribution to TRF — Rank 1 | Debashish Das 3240
Highest Total Contribution to TRF — Rank 1 Kiran Lal Shrestha 3292
Highest Donor Participation (%-wise) Kiran Lal Shrestha 3292
100% Club Participation Debashish Das 3240
All India Trophies

Nitish Laharry Trophy for All India Highest Total Contribution to TRF — RID 3141

Usha and Raja Saboo Trophy for All India Highest Annual Fund Contribution to TRF — RID 3141
Binota and Kalayan Banerjee Trophy for All India Highest Endowed Fund Contribution to TRF — RID 3141
Highest All India Polio Fund Contribution to TRF — RID 3060
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Games People Play

Sandhya Rao

n the backdrop of the Indian

cricket team winning the

recent Test series in Australia,
thus lifting spirits, it is logical to
showcase a cricket-related book.
I have picked The Commonwealth
of Cricket by Ramachandra Guha,
a personal memoir by a historian
with a passion for the game. As the
author description on the jacket
flap says, ‘He says he writes on
history for a living; and on cricket
to live.” A few years ago, I had
read his A Corner of a Foreign
Field: The Indian History of a
British Sport practically at one
go. Constructed on a foundation
of solid research, sound argument
and felicitous writing, that’s a book
anyone can, should, read: you
don’t need to be a cricket aficio-
nado. Just as you don’t have to be a
rifle shooter to read A Shot at His-
tory, the story of Abhinav Bindra
brilliantly written by journalist
Rohit Brijnath.

The Commonwealth of Cricket,
however, requires some degree of
familiarity and interest in the game
because much of it is about Guha’s
own ‘real action’ engagement with
the game as a school boy and uni-
versity student.

70 GumiiLf fluyev wmid 2021

Those who have read him
know that he takes the fight to the
front. ‘T am by nature and instinct
an anti-Establishment man,” he
writes in this book. ‘I left the
academy 30 years ago, and have
since had no allegiance to a formal
institution. I could not cope with
working in a university, and would
have found it impossible to work
in a newspaper or corporate office.
I have never been a member of a
political party. The Friends Union
Cricket Club is an exception to
this rule, but there is nothing for-
mal about this lone institution to
which I belong. The FUCC has no
office, owns no property, and has
no paid employees.’

You may ask what the
connection is between cricket,
politics, twitter and being

One of the most
interesting
bits of cricket’s political history
that Guha sheds light on relates

to the Lodha Committee.

anti-establishment. Guha is the
connection. Woven into this book
which is on the one hand a journey
down memory lane with all the fine
print intact, including who scored
how many runs and who took how
many wickets, is a ringside view of
the games people play when they
play games. But be warned: it takes
patience to get to those bits.

Be prepared for juicy stories,
facts and all. The outside stories
concern Guha’s personal cricketing
on-field achievements, or rather,
non-achievements, by his own
admission. The inside stories are
analytical, insightful, and definitely
distressing, even though it’s no
secret that sporting organisations
in India are rife with nepotism and
corruption. There are a few brave
ones still standing, but these are
few, too few. Guha’s person of
such standing is the redoubtable
left-arm spinner Bishen Singh Bedi
whom he refers to several times
in the book. The author revives
memories of several moments
and personalities in the cricketing
history of this game as he revisits
different eras and the prodigious
talent and prowess of cricketers
from his club, state, country and
other parts of the world.

While reading, I experienced
several moments of déja vu.

I remember the last time the
maverick Pakistani cricketer Javed
Miandad appeared for Pakistan

in an ODI; it was a match against
India, a World Cup fixture in
Bengaluru. The image of him
walking off the field after he got
out, turning back every now and
then to look at the pitch as if to
imprint the picture in his mind...
that television image remains vivid
in my mind. I remember standing
up to applaud him in my living
room, not because he was my



I couldn’t cope with
working in a university,
and would have found it impossible to work

in a newspaper or corporate office. I've

never been a member of a political party.

favourite but because he had dared
so much. Guha refers to this very
moment in the book as he recalls
that match: ‘Nine an over were
required when he was run out by a
direct hit. When he walked off the
ground I stood up to applaud him.
“Why are you clapping?” asked
an obnoxious fellow from a row
behind. “You should clap too,”
I answered, recklessly. “This is the
last time any of us will see him
bat.” “Thank God I shall never see
the bastard again,” came the reply.
How did I think that an uncertain
internationalism would be equal to
a single-minded patriotism?’

One of the most interesting
bits of cricket’s political history

— Ramachandra Guha

that Guha sheds light on relates
to the Lodha Committee. In the
wake of several public interest
litigations after the match-fixing
scandals and instances of conflict
of interest exacerbated by the
IPL, the Supreme Court set up a
three-man committee headed by
a former chief justice, RM Lodha
to clean up Indian cricket. This
committee in turn set up a Com-
mittee of Administrators (COA)
and invited the author as a member.
Guha recounts the experience of
engaging with Rahul Dravid on
the question of conflict of interest,
which is insightful. He refers to an
email he wrote to Dravid who, at
the time, was coaching the India
‘A’ team and during the IPL was
coach of the Delhi Daredevils, and
the resulting stand-off between
the two. Luckily this was bridged
thanks to the cricketer taking on
board some good advice from a
mutual friend, the former England
captain Mike Brearley.
Individuals, institutions,
everything comes under the glare
of Guha’s keen study and astute
analysis — and this includes
himself. He describes with candour
the less than cordial nature of his
relationship with the original Little
Master, Sunil Gavaskar, even as
he holds nothing back in praising
Sunny’s remarkable achievements

on the playing field. The tension
between them had a lot to do with
the questions Guha raised as a
member of the COA.

He also makes bold to spell out
what many, at the time, may have
thought but did not voice. A former
cricket captain, Vijay Merchant,
had once famously said one should
quit at the right time, when people
ask why and not why not. ‘He
stayed on, and on,” Guha says of
SachinTendulkar, and wishes that
‘Tendulkar had taken his cues from
Merchant and Gavaskar instead.

It was not just that he kept going
beyond his prime, but that in his (as
it were) cricketing dotage he took
the cricketing public for granted.’

There’s plenty to enjoy and
assimilate in The Commonwealth
of Cricket, among them some
quirks such as lists of Guha’s
dream teams, from a Karnataka XI
to an eleven of Indian cricketers he
has shaken hands with, to an eleven
of his favourite Pakistani cricket-
ers he has seen play, to a similar
eleven comprising Indian players,
to a joint All-Time Indo-Pak XI.
There’s just one regret though:

I grew up in the small industrial
town of Durgapur in West Bengal.
Come cricket season (or Davis Cup
tennis) my father, who had been a
keen cricketer in his college days in
Coimbatore, would assign me the
task of listening to the radio com-
mentary and relaying to him all that
had happened when he returned
from work. Perhaps that’s what got
me interested in sport, and cricket
and tennis in particular. I wish my
father was alive to read this book.
He would have loved it.

The columnist is a children’s
writer and senior journalist.

Designed by Krishnapratheesh S
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Rotary at a glance

Rotary clubs :36,490 Rotary members :1,182,601
*Rotaract clubs: 8,656 *Rotaract members: 217,162
Interact clubs : 15,681 Interact members 359,214
RCCs : 11,580 As on 17 February 2021 633
*As on 19 February 2021
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On the racks

The Gilded Ones
Author : Namina Forna
Publisher : Delacorte
Pages : 432; 31,545

A unique and female-
centred fantasy, this is the
story of Deka who has spent
the first sixteen years of her
life attempting to master the
docility and obedience expected
from a ‘pure girl” whose blood
must run red instead of the
cursed gold in order to stay in
her village and be included in
her community. If otherwise,
this could lead to the death

of her father and herself at

the hands of their kin. When
she finds out, and so does the
village, that her blood is gold,
she is guided by an unknown
woman to a land where she
meets girls as special as herself
and prepares for a battle to

end the patriarchy and ring in
the good times for the gold-
blooded line.
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Dispatches from Sowparnika
Author  : Usha Kumar

Publisher : Notion Press

Pages : 24253298

his book is a microcosm of

the passage of human life.
With stories of people and places,
it’s a compilation of everyday
experiences as perceived by the
author. It takes the readers on
a fascinating journey through
thumbnail sketches and vignettes.
The versatility of the book lies in
every narrative being first-hand
and lovingly dealt with, be it about
family, cities or just musings. The
chapter An Ode to My Mother is
beautifully and lovingly penned;
The Only Kilo is about the few
things she’d take if caught in
something like the great Chennai
floods; A Sliver of History gives
you an insight into indentured
labour; Adieu on a lighter note is
about the dear old Ambassador
car; and the pachyderm Guruvayur
Kesavan is the focus in Blessed.
The book is a compelling,
heartening and ebullient read and
will surely leave readers reflecting
on the many forgotten times,
places and people in their lives.

KRISTIN
HANNAH

The Four Winds

Author : Kristin Hannah
Publisher: St Martin’s Press
Pages  :464; 31,780

he book is set in Texas in

the year 1921 when the dust
storms damaged the ecology
and agriculture of the American
prairies. The stock market crash
at the same time led to the Great
Depression. In the middle of it
all, Elsa and her family have to
make a choice to either remain
in their farm and fight for their
land or head west to California
for a better life. Elsa is a true
fighter, she gives up the comfort
of her maternal home when she
becomes pregnant with the child
of a man who does not care for
her and is forced to marry him.
With the support of her parents-
in-law Rose and Tony, the
protagonist comes to realise how
tough, brave, and kind-hearted
she is. She then guides her family
through the toughest decision
they have to make. Incidentally,
farmers from the drought-
stricken Dust Bowl and workers
from the cities all converge in
California looking for jobs.
Could this be a new beginning
for Elsa and her children or could
it be worse?

Compiled by Kiran Zehra



District Wise TRF Contributions as on January 2021

(in US Dollars)
District Annual PolioPlus Endowment Other Total EREY Donors EREY
Number Fund Fund Funds Contributions  (in numbers) %
India

2981 41,501 3,928 12,128 0 57,557 187 3.8
2982 23,865 16,146 20,770 43,358 104,139 76 25
3000 44,937 17,296 20 8,700 70,954 60 1.2
3011 49,176 10,571 40,653 180,216 280,617 97 2.7
3012 10,808 2,480 0 8,532 21,820 47 1.3
3020 132,261 52,206 32,000 2,726 219,193 251 6.2
3030 26,596 2,284 22,743 128,275 179,899 76 1.5
3040 4,087 222 0 566 4,874 18 0.9
3053 9,733 3,268 0 92,289 105,289 28 1.0
3054 71,534 1,647 0 127,033 200,214 256 42
3060 44,422 (34) 32,641 109,902 186,931 882 20.2
3070 26,095 746 0 36,746 63,587 191 6.1
3080 45,756 12,661 0 (19,761) 38,656 103 3.1
3090 28,905 500 0 (736) 28,669 86 3.9
3100 44,249 252 0 4,224 48,725 159 71
3110 20,279 200 0 0 20,479 42 1.1
3120 5,688 1,769 0 3,020 10,477 60 1.8
3131 96,599 40,795 109,000 395,483 641,877 493 9.6
3132 19,092 2,615 5,000 1,935 28,641 45 1.3
3141 314,368 42,294 70,568 823,956 1,251,185 605 11.4
3142 166,021 11,971 101 73 178,167 445 13.9
3150 40,352 8,690 98,044 34,352 181,438 391 11.8
3160 14,268 7,564 16 0 21,849 35 1.4
3170 17,866 20,885 1,240 132,426 172,417 67 1.2
3181 29,224 3,300 0 7,050 39,573 126 3.8
3182 45,352 4,312 0 15,953 65,617 174 5.6
3190 72,854 44,313 25,000 112,074 254,241 497 9.9
3201 63,193 25,177 0 178,367 266,736 372 6.7
3202 35,200 21,557 8,468 20,272 85,498 117 22
3211 12,371 3,441 0 123,736 139,548 60 1.3
212 15,762 35,185 14 108,733 159,694 25 0.6
3231 (249) 359 0 18,110 18,221 5 0.1
232 25,458 34,350 2,000 417,089 478,896 116 2.0
3240 74,311 21,780 0 49,328 145,418 183 6.0
3250 30,490 4,140 0 565 35,195 226 6.1
3261 81,485 1,108 0 8,360 90,954 30 1.1
3262 26,594 2,649 0 0 29,243 76 2.1
3291 36,135 7,449 10,149 56,626 110,359 68 1.9
India Total 1,846,638 470,075 490,555 3,229,578 6,036,846 6,775 4.6
3220 sriLanka 140,346 19,756 26,000 15,015 201,118 218 1.4
3271 pakistan 6,206 97,191 0 246,533 349,930 3 0.2
3272 Pakistan 50,948 15,221 0 1,168 67,337 272 16.2
3281 Bangladesh 133,670 6,645 29,000 233,288 402,603 391 549
3282 Bangladesh 51,244 5,707 0 7,770 64,722 104 2.5
3292 Nepal 143,577 9,317 0 203,431 356,326 1,439 29.1
South AsiaTotal 2,372,630 623,912 545,556 3,936,783 7,478,880 9,202 5.4

Source: RI South Asia Office
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‘ LATIM’s high quality coloured / pre-painted galvanized / galvalume steel coils can be used for

various Applications - Roofings, Claddings, Crimping, Warehouse, Cold Storage, Furnitures,
False Ceilings, Shutter Doors, Vehicle Bodies, Decorative Container & Trunks, etc. Ideal for

Interior and Exterior Applications.
I AI IM o Coloured / pre-painted sheet in various profiles available
o Available in various thickness, sizes and colours

COLOUR COATED STEEL E-mail : sales@latimsourcing.com e Web : www.latimprofile.com

mm—ué@

at Goa
Near Anjuna Beach

A Luxury Boutique Resort

CHAMPACA
BOOKSTORE
LIBRARY &
CAFE

711, Edward Rd., Vasant Nagar,
Off Queens Rd., Bengaluru.

LA TIM GROUIP

102, Navkar Plaza, Bajaj Road, Vile Parle (W), Mumbai - 400056.
Tel. : +91 22 26202299 / 26203434 / 26203399 / 62875252 | E : enquiry@sajresort.in e Instagram: sajbythelake = .
www.sajresort.com

advt.signature@gmail.com
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